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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

The graduation season has arrived, a time of celebration and reflection. The Pacific
Buddhist Academy, the high school of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha tradition, conducted
its Baccalaureate Service at Hawaii Betsuin on May 17 and the Commencement Ceremony at
the Moanalua High School Performing Arts Center on May 19. This year marks the 18th
graduation at PBA, and we are proud to announce that 13 students have successfully
graduated from their Alma Mater, ready to embark on their next journey.

Mr. Joshua Hernandez Morse, the Head of School at PBA, asked me to come
up with an appropriate Kanji phrase for the cover of the Baccalaureate/ ’
Commencement Program for their graduation. After careful contemplation, \q?
| chose the Kanji phrase "Byaku-Shiki-Byak-Ko," which translates to "White

Color, White Radiance.” This phrase comes from the Amida Sutra, and here é
is a part of the sutra that includes the phrase | chose. L’J

“Again, Sariputra, in the Land of Perfect Bliss there are many pools of
seven kinds of jewels, full of water with the eight excellent qualities. ...

There are lotus flowers, as large as chariot wheels, growing in the pools. }
Those of blue color emit blue radiance; those of yellow color emit yellow U
radiance; those of red color emit red radiance; and those of white color

emit white radiance. They are exquisite, wonderful, fragrant and Calligraphy of
pure. Sariputra, the Land of Perfect Bliss is filled with such | 2Y°ku-ShikiByak-Ko™ written

by Mrs. Minako Kamuro
splendor and adornments.”

In the rich tapestry of life, every flower and every life, no matter how different, adds to the
beauty of the whole. Buddha-Dharma teaches us that the essence of life is
interconnectedness. This truth of interconnectedness goes beyond race, religion, gender,
and any other distinctions that may seem to divide us. This specific section in the Amida
Sutra tells us that each flower shines with its unique color and contributes to the beauty of
the whole. Its message of "you are beautiful just the way you are" affirms our individuality
and, at the same time, encourages us to recognize and value the unique qualities that each
person brings to the collective human experience. By embracing differences, we not only




enrich our own lives but also contribute to a more harmonious and peaceful world.

| hope that the graduating students will discover the beauty in every aspect of life and strive
to create an inclusive environment where everyone feels accepted, valued, and empowered
to contribute their unique skills and experiences. Congratulations and Best Wishes to the
Class of 2024!

Namo Amida Butsu

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani

2025-2029 HONGWANJI THEME AND SLOGAN

The New Five-Year Theme and Slogans from 2025 to 2029

2025: Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating Awareness
2026: Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude
2027: Nurturing Nembutsu: Living Aloha

2028: Nurturing Nembutsu: Embracing Everyone
2029: Nurturing Nembutsu: Expanding Community

The founder of our tradition Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, Shinran Shonin emphatically taught
that the Nembutsu, the name of Amida Buddha, verbalized as “Namo Amida Butsu” is an
expression of gratitude, a manifestation of the attainment of the entrusting heart or
shinjin, which is the decisive cause for our birth in Amida’s Pure Land. Moreover, according
to Shinran Shonin as quoted in the Tannisho, only the Nembutsu is true, real and sincere,
because the Nembutsu is the timeless, boundless reality that is beyond the confines of
deluded thinking in the realm of samsaric existence.

The Nembutsu, vocalized in response to the Buddha’s inner voice, makes us aware of who
or what we truly are as foolish, deluded human beings, utterly incapable of awakening to
our true selves as enlightened beings through our own self effort. The Nembutsu is our way
of expressing and sharing gratitude for Amida’s benevolence in offering us a way to
transcend the pain and suffering of all sentient beings. Amida Buddha’s compassion is all-
embracing, meaning everyone, regardless of racial, social, and cultural differences, is
included; not one sentient being suffering in the world of delusion is ever excluded.

The name of the Buddha, expressed in Namo Amida Butsu, in sincere gratitude is the
spiritual nurturing that awakens us to the universality of our suffering and limitations in
samsaric existence. This nurturing, in response to the Buddha’s call, brings us to place the
teaching of the Buddha at the center of our thoughts and fosters a desire to live in peace,
harmony, tolerance, and genuine caring, embracing everyone of our fellow travelers not



only in the Pure Land way but also in the community we are living in with its many
differences in the ways to spiritual fulfillment and awakening, very much like living the
Aloha spirit that has always been a part of our Hawaiian culture.

Every moment of our lives is within the nurturing call of Amida Buddha. In contemplating
Amida Buddha through the recitation of the Nembutsu, we are enabled to break through the
boundaries of our thoughts and words and open our minds to experience our true nature and
reality as is.

Namo Amida Butsu.

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani Rev. Sol Kalu
Bishop Office of Buddhist Education

*The Theme and Slogans were created by representatives from the following organizations/
committees: Commission on Buddhist Education, Buddhist Study Center Program
Committee, Ministerial Training Committee, State Ministers Association, and the
Headquarters.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF JODO SHINSHU HONGWANJI-HA BISHOP
SHOYU OGINO FOR 2024 PBA BACCALAUREATE

Congratulations, class of 2024 graduates!

Graduation marks the end of one of many chapters in one’s lifetime, while at the same
time it is also the starting point as you embark on a new goal. As you look back on your
days at the Pacific Buddhist Academy, cherishing the many fond memories such as classes,
Artist Showcases, Sports Festival, field trips, and unforgettable encounters with your
friends, you are about to leave the nest of PBA.

Please remember that you have come this far and have such bright futures ahead, thanks
to the warm support and sincere guidance from your families, teachers, and the precious
time you have spent with your friends.

In January, a massive earthquake hit the Noto Peninsula (Ishikawa Prefecture) in Japan,
devastating a number of communities in the area. Many people lost their homes and were
left with no choice but to evacuate. While extending my sincere sympathy and hoping for a
speedy recovery, | would like to reaffirm our institutional support in the relief efforts of
the affected regions. | would also like to express my deep respect to all, not only from
across Japan but also from overseas, who have reached out in support of the quake-
stricken area. Their kind reaction reaffirms how important it is to offer sympathy and
support to someone in need of help.



On the other hand, cruel and outrageous warfare, such as the Russian invasion of Ukraine
and armed conflict between Israel and Hamas, have taken place one after another,
victimizing many people and filling their lives with suffering and sorrow. Conflict arises when
one party insists on their own legitimacy without recognizing other views. By acknowledging
each other despite having different values, we are able to avoid forcing others to go through
painful experiences and create a society in which everyone can live in peace and harmony.

Shinran Shonin also lived during an anxious age filled with war in which disasters and famines
successively broke out. In such times, he lived among the most marginalized people and tried
to free them from anxiety by telling them that they are the object of Amida Buddha’s
salvific working.

Here at PBA, you have encountered Buddhism and particularly Shinran Shonin’s teaching,
which allows you to be aware that no one can live alone, and that each one of us is
interrelated and mutually supported. That way of living can be realized only when we try to
feel others’ sufferings and sorrows as our own.

As you move forward, you will encounter many happy, sad, as well as difficult events and in
dealing with them, you may be driven to become selfish as being overwhelmed with fear or
hatred. When you are in such a situation, the Buddhist teaching can serve as a guide.

| hope you continue following the Buddhist path, placing your palms together as you express
your feeling of gratitude and share in the joy and sadness of others without putting yourself
first. As you each cultivate a bright future with your own energized motivation, | close by
once again extending my congratulations to you.

May 17, 2024
Governor General OGINO Shoyu

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FOR 2024 PBA BACCALAUREATE

Congratulatory message to the Pacific Buddhist Academy Class of 2024 on behalf of the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, Head of School Josh Morse, ministers, teachers, parents and
most importantly, the graduating class of 2024, good evening. It is my privilege to offer
congratulations on behalf of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii to you, the Pacific
Buddhist Academy Class of 2024. We, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, consider our-
selves to be a parent or a partner organization to the Pacific Buddhist Academy. We are
proud and happy that you chose the Pacific Buddhist Academy.



Today | would like to share with you a quote which is credited to Mr. Nainoa Thompson, one
of the original navigators aboard the sailing vessel Hokulema (Star of Gladness). You may
have learned about the sailing vessel Hokulema, first built and launched in the 1970s (way
before you were born) as a way to preserve the voyaging heritage of the Polynesian people
and help to restore their cultural identity.

Mr. Nainoa Thompson learned the ancient way of navigating (also called wayfaring) the open
ocean using the waves, currents, wind and stars. Hokuleoa has sailed throughout the Pacific
and recently completed a round-the-world voyage. Imagine sailing thousands of miles across
the open ocean without modern instruments. This is an incredible feat.

Mr. Thompson, in speaking about the art of wayfaring has said, “You only know where you
are when you navigate by memorizing where you have come from.” Imagine that you are
in the middle of the Pacific Ocean: “You only know where you are when you navigate by
memorizing where you have come from.”

| am using this phrase as a metaphor that can apply to any of us here today. But especially
for you, graduates, as you navigate your way through life. The person that you are today is a
result of everything that has happened to you and around you. It includes the skKills,
knowledge and values that you have gained through your hard work, nurtured by your par-
ents and your school community. And, it includes the qualities of diligence, patience, dana
(selfless giving), compassion and gratitude that you have developed. All of these are “where
you have come from.”

We know that the journey of life doesn’t always go exactly the way that we plan. Plans
change. You will have your own challenges. The saying goes, “Life is a bumpy road.”

If, at sometime in the future, you are disoriented or unsure of your path, then remember Mr.
Nainoa Thompsonos words, “You only know where you are when you navigate by memo-
rizing where you have come from,” because “where you have come from” is a wonderful
place.

Aloha and Best Wishes,
Namo Amida Butsu.

Dr. Warren Tamamoto
President, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii



Kapaa Hongwanji Mission
4-1170 Kuhio Hwy.
Kapaa, HI 96746

June 1, 2024

Dear Members, Families, Friends and Supporters,

We are excited to inform you that Kapaa Hongwanji Mission will continue to observe the
Hatsubon/Family Bon Service and Bon Dance Festival on July 26-27.

Our Bon Festivities will begin with the observance of the Hatsubon & Bon Service on Friday,
July 26 at 6:00 p.m. Rev. Tomo Hojo of West Kauai Hongwanji Mission will officiate the
Service. At 7:00 p.m. Rev. Hojo will conduct the opening ceremony, greeting all Buddhas
and guests. Following this ceremony, the dancing will begin at 7:30 p.m.

Obon is an occasion for rejoicing in the awakening through the Buddha’s compassion and for
expressing appreciation to ancestors and all who have passed on.

Once again, we would like to remember our predecessors who influenced our lives with a
“Lantern of Remembrance.” It is a wonderful time to express our gratitude to those who
worked hard through the teachings and contributed to our life.

We will have three sizes of lanterns: Small-8 inches, Medium-10 inches, and Large-12 inches.
You may donate a lantern for your loved ones who passed away. Please select the lantern of
your choice on the form below.

The deadline to donate a lantern is July 19, 2024. Lanterns will adorn the temple for the
Service and on the temple lanai for the Bon Dance Festival.

We sincerely appreciate your thoughtful remembrance and we are grateful for your
generous donation.

Name: Date:

Address:

Phone:

In Loving Memory of

9 2,

| would like to donate a lantern in memory of my loved one.
___Small (8 inches) $25.00 donation ___ Medium (10 inches) $50.00 donation
___Large (12 inches) $100.00 Total Amount Enclosed: _ o

Please make checks payable to Kapaa Hongwanji Mission, and send to 4-1170 Kuhio
Hwy., Kapaa, HI 96746.



Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support

Memorial Service

In memory of the late...

Nancy Yoshie Masada- Pamela
Shimomura,Yvonne Masada
White, June Lizama,
Gail Masukawa

In Memory of the late...
Satsuki Kodani - Aileen Nakai
June Members - Jo-Ann Harunaga

Gotane Service
Mildri Cifuentes
Ralph Kitashima
Brooke Madrone
Angela Petel
Carol Saiki

Gloria Shimizu
Roberta Yanagawa

Sunday Service
Mildri Cifuentes
Ralph Kitashima
Carol Saiki

Gloria Shimazu
Roberta Yanagawa

Membership
Gloria Shimizu

Kathleen Yamamoto

Miscellaneous Donations
Jo-Ann Harunaga
Kathleen Yamamoto

Hall Rental
Center for Spiritual Living

-

o

April 24-May 19, 2024

Volunteer Support
Marie Hashimura
Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto

-----
- ~o

Ralph Kitashima # ..
Haven Kuboyama I/" WAPPy \\
Rev. Mieko Majima ! N
Milton Nakamura ! ‘-..I:m,é/ i
Ray Paler l‘\ _ ','
Kaleigh Ramil “\ —;‘ @q”  /
Tami Ramil LY o
Taryn Ramil BN -

Carol Saiki Sunday, June 16, 2024

Calvin & Rona Sakai
Gloria Shimizu
Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland

Ministers Support

Dennis & Sadie Sunada
Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto
Brian Yamamoto

Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Mieko Majima
Rev. Shawn Yagi

Kauai Hongwanji Council Meeting
Wednesday, June 26, 2024
via Zoom

President Ralph Kitashima will conduct the council

meeting with representatives from Lihue Hongwanji

Mission, West Kauai Hongwanji Mission and Kapaa
Hongwanji Mission.

~

/




from the president’s corner...

Aloha Everyone! It’s June, the first month of summer and midway through the year. We
can look forward to sunny days, warmer weather and fun outdoor activities.

We take this opportunity to extend a grateful mahalo for your dedicated support and gener-
ous contributions to sustain the temple. When there is teamwork and collaboration, amaz-
ing things can happen. We are in the 21°' century and change is needed to continue to serve
our Sangha and the community. Thank you for working tirelessly to ensure that we will con-
tinue to honor the dream of our ancestors by sharing the Nembustu Teachings to bring
peace and harmony to all.

Dharma Centered Living 101 - June 1, 2024 @ 9:30-12:00 noon on Zoom at the

West Kauai Hongwanji Mission-Hanapepe Temple. D. Trinidad Hunt, granddaughter of Rev.
Dorothy Hunt, author of “The Golden Chain of Love” will be presenting this workshop. A dis-
cussion and hands-on activities will follow the presentation. The following is “The Golden
Chain of Love” which is recited at the Sunday Services.

“l am a link in Amida Buddha’s Golden Chain of Love that stretches around the world. | must
keep my link bright and strong. | will try to be kind and gentle to every living thing and pro-
tect all who are weaker than myself. | will try to think pure and beautiful thoughts, to say
pure and beautiful words, and to do pure and beautiful deeds, knowing that on what | do
now depends not only my happiness or unhappiness, but also that of others. May every link
in Amida’s Golden Chain of Love be bright and strong and may we all attain Perfect Peace.”
Namo Amida Butsu... What a wonderful world this would be if we could do our best to prac-
tice this in our everyday life.

Bon Dance Committee Meeting - June 12, 2024 @ 4:30 p.m. at the Parsonage

We will be finalizing the committees and set up/cleanup for the Bon Dance. If you are una-
ble to attend the meeting, please let us know your preference for the committee you would
like to assist with. The committees are flying saucer, pronto pop, teri burger, somen salad,
chili bowl, drinks (need a chair?) and Country store. We will also need food prep helpers,
runners to transport the food on a cart from the chicken shed to the hall lanai, replenishing
food stations/packing items in bags, and monitoring trash/recycling bins. The Kapaa High
School Key Club will again be assisting at the counter and taking orders. If you have no pref-
erence, we will assign you to a job. We will need all the help we can get to make this an en-
joyable and successful experience for all.

Bon Dance Practice will continue until July 11, 2024. Thank you, Pearl and Gloria!

Bon Dance Season opens on June 7-8 at the Waimea Higashi Hongwanji,
June 14-15 - No Bon Dance, June 21-22 - Kauai Soto Zenshuji,
June 28-29 - No Bon Dance, July 5-6 - No Bon Dance (4" of July weekend)



Victor
Shoichi
Eleanoir
Alice Akiko
Masami
Alice

Michael Kazuo

Tadao
Shinako
Matsuyo

Harriet Hatsue

Misao
Keisuke

Alfred Motoichi

Doreen Reiko

Fusako Yanagida

Yuzuru
Takashi

Sakae
Milton Atsushi

June /
Holender 7th  6/1/2018
Onuma 23rd 6/3/2002
Seshiki 3rd 6/10/2022
Hatakeyama 7th 6/13/2018
Maruta 23rd 6/14/2002
Taogoshi 3rd 6/25/2022
Hatakeyama 7th 6/25/2018
Sunada 17th 6/28/2008
Nishio 23rd 6/30/2002
Kano 27th 6/30/1998

July
Saiki 33rd  7/2/1992
Nakamura 7th  7/6/2018
Shiraki 50th 7/10/1975
Fukuda 33rd 7/11/1992
Koerte 1st  7/13/2023
Harada 1st  7/15/2023
Iwamoto 13th 7/19/2012
Hashimura 7th  7/21/2018
Hatakeyama 27th 7/26/1998
Haranaka 17th 7/27/2008 \

Memorial Service

Minister’s Note

Obon is a traditional Japanese
festival where families honor their
ancestors and express gratitude to
the Buddha. It is a time to reunite

with family, clean graves, and

celebrate with joyful dances and
enjoy lanterns.

This meaningful festival reinforces
the bonds between generations and
highlights the enduring importance
of family and spiritual connections.

The rituals, combined with the
festive atmosphere and the
gathering of families, make Obon a
deeply spiritual and heartwarming

time of year.

Namo Amida Butsu

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

6/29/2024

Group 1

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ray Paler

Mr. Robert Hiraoka

Roberta Yanagawa

7/6/2024

Group 2

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair
Mrs. Yasuko Murakami, Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Ruby Ishida

7/13/2024

Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,

Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Joan Slingerland

6/8/2024

Group 4

Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Sunada,
Mrs. Pat Yamamoto

Joan Slingerland

6/15/2024

Group 5

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone

Kay Takekuma

6/22/2024

Group 6

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,
Mr. Winston Kawamoto

Rona Sakai
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For any inquiries regarding funerals or
memorial services during the renovation
period, please don't hesitate to reach out
to us at 808.822.4667.

We understand the importance of
honoring your loved ones, and we are
happy to assist you.

Namo Amida Butsu




	Oneness 6-2024 - ver1 (P1-8)
	Oneness 6-2024 - ver1 (WEB)

