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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

There was an article about adaptation on the National Geographic website. In evolutionary
theory, adaptation is the biological mechanism by which organisms adjust to new
environments or to changes in their current environment. Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel
Wallace believed that the evolution of organisms was connected in some way with
adaptation of organisms to changing environmental conditions. They developed the theory of
“natural selection” that traits that can be passed down allow organisms to adapt to the
environment better than other organisms of the same species. This enables better survival
and reproduction compared with other members of the species, leading to evolution.

As an example of natural selection, Charles Darwin proposed that giraffes evolved into long-
necked creatures because, with longer necks, they could reach tender leaves on top of trees.
This adaptation gave them an advantage over other animals and members of their own
species with shorter necks. These giraffes with longer necks thrived and reproduced more,
leading to generations of giraffes with their characteristic extended necks.

Whether it's an animal or an organization, those that can adapt to the environment better
than others can not only survive but also thrive. The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii and
its 32 temples are no exception. Hawaii Kyodan must carefully assess the environment, both
within and outside of the organization that surrounds us, and adapt to the changes
appropriately. This will not only ensure our survival but also pave the way for us to continue
to evolve and share the messages of Universal Wisdom and Compassion with renewed vigor
and effectiveness.

On Sunday, June 23, 2024, HHMH had the honor of hosting Rev. Yuhiko Yasunaga, the Head
Regent of the Hongwanji in Kyoto, at Hawaii Betsuin. He delivered a special lecture entitled
“Innovative Rebranding and Recreating the Business Model of Tsukiji Hongwanji.” We were
truly grateful to Rev. Yasunaga for taking the time to share his insights and experiences with
us. Some key takeaways from his lecture include:

o The direct cause of the decline of the religious community is our inability to respond to
changes in the current environment.

o Changes in the social environment surrounding temples include a declining population,
the collapse of the membership system, the shift from the family system to individual
households, changes in funeral format, and people’s strict scrutiny of religious
organizations.



It is important to acknowledge and accept changes earnestly and sincerely. Individual
leaders must consider how to adapt for the future.

Simply waiting at the temple will never restore the former prosperity of the
denomination.

The management of a religious corporation and a stock company is essentially the same.
Both exist to contribute to society, stakeholders, shareholders, employees, customers,
members, etc.

Both religious skills and secular skills are necessary for the proper management of
temples. The religious skills involve providing religious services, while the secular skills
entail skillfully managing a religious organization.

Ministers should possess both religious and secular skills, including business management,
financial accounting, marketing, and IT skKills.

A widening gap or distance between temples and people in the community results in
fewer personal relationships, a loss of a sense of belonging, decreased donations, and
lower levels of trust in religious organizations.

A step-up strategy is needed that connects people with whom we have a weak
relationship and eventually introduces them to receive an affirmation rite and become
members of the temple.

We must convey the teachings of Jodo Shinshu in modern and easy-to-understand language.
Temple Management Strategy includes:

Define what your temple aims to achieve and how to increase the brand value of the
temple.

What is the uniqueness of your temple?

What will you do to attract new members and repeat customers?

Not to be afraid of changes.

The use of IT is absolutely necessary for temple management.
The traditional "product-out” approach is ineffective. Understanding and meeting
customer expectations is crucial for an organization’s survival.
Roughly 80% of people oppose actual management reform. To change this, you need to
rely on your own resilience to persistently persuade others, demonstrate small successes,
and involve those who oppose you.
Buddhism can help people to live a rich life in the age of the VUCA era (an acronym for
Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity, which means an era in which things
are highly uncertain and the future is difficult to predict).

Rev. Yasunaga's presentation was filled with valuable information, held my attention, and
left me feeling inspired. Embarking on the journey of adaptation requires determination,
courage, and perseverance. The path may not always be smooth, but let's advance together,
taking deliberate steps to effectively and comprehensively address the needs of our
community. In Gassho,

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani



CONDOLENCE

Kahu Sherman Thompson, a member of Lahaina Hongwanji Mission, passed away on June 4,

2024. Kahu Thompson served as a member of the statewide Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii Board of Directors for a long time and dedicated to Lahaina Hongwanji and Hawaii

Betsuin. The Posthumous Title (INGO) of KO-MYO-IN Jt#fE, which signifies “Radiant Light”

in recognition of his life of Nembutsu, was conferred by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani on June 29,
2024.

BSC SUMMER SESSION

50" Annual Buddhist Study Center Summer Session, August 5-9, 2024
“Shifting From ‘Please’ to ‘Thank You’ - A Path to Awakening”
A contemporary interpretation of Shin Buddhism

In ancient times, the unknown world was explained in mythical form with
deities and the afterlife being prominent. Relating traditional myths to
our modern life has its limits. We will reverse this method of going from
the past to the present. By using our current knowledge from science and
psychology, we will reveal the practical and spiritual benefits of Shin.

For those seeking solutions to common concerns, Shin has provided a path
for ordinary people for 800 years.

Each session will be an interactive workshop that leads to an experience of the benefits of
Shin Buddhism. This is a practical guide of how being a Shin Buddhist in the 21* century can
resolve many issues.

Rev. Akahoshi’s retreats and workshops use innovative methods that he learned from leading
philosophers, psychologists, and Buddhist teachers. Using these interactive methods, he will
share an effective, simple practice of gratitude.

Come learn how to bring joy into the flow of ordinary life. For more information and regis-
tration, visit https://bschawaii.org, or contact the Buddhist Study Center.

2024 BSC SUMMER SESSION SATELLITE SEMINARS

August 10 Kauai District
Online lecture: 10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.
Topic: The Efforts of Others



https://bschawaii.org

2023-2024 SOCIAL CONCERNS FUND DRIVE UPDATE

Reminder that the current Social Concerns Fund Drive will run till August 31, 2024. The
Committee on Social Concerns requests that temples please submit all collected donations to
Hawaii Kyodan HQ by September 30, 2024.

Through your generosity, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is able to support worthy
organizations and programs with funding to continue their work in our community and gives
us the ability to provide aid during times of disaster. We continue to award Golden Chain
Grants to encourage sharing the Dharma through compassionate service and have established
the Dana Matching Grant to double the impact of charitable giving by organizations within
the Hawaii Kyodan Ohana.

Your support directly impacts the lives of others. Mahalo for your generosity!

In Gassho,
Rev. Blayne Higa, Chair
Committee on Social Concerns

BUDDHIST STUDY CENTER FELLOWSHIP CLUB

Calling all college students! Are you interested in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism? Do you want to
connect with others and make new friends? Join the Buddhist Study Center Fellowship Club
for our 2024 kick-off event, Manoaphobia.

What is the Buddhist Study Center Fellowship Club?

Right now, we're just getting (re)started. The BSCFC was a registered student organization
with UH Manoa that held social, service, and educational events focused on Buddhist values
for college students. Unfortunately, the BSCFC has been inactive, so now is a chance to re-
create a club that will grow and support today's college students and interests. Come join
us!

Who: All University of Hawaii Manoa/college-aged students who are interested in Jodo
Shinshu Buddhism

What: Manoaphobia back-to-college event

When: August 23, 2024, 10:00 am-1:00 pm

Where: Buddhist Study Center, 1436 University Ave, Honolulu HI (across the street from UH
Manoa)

How: If possible, email ehashi@honpahi.org by August 14 to let us know you're interested
and how many will be attending. You are also welcome to show up without RSVP but food
may be limited. We hope to see you there!



mailto:ehashi@honpahi.org

Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support
June 20- July 19, 2024

Memorial Service In Memory of...
In memory of the late.... Richard & Bessie Nagaoka
Mabel Sunada Mark Nagaoka
- Roy Sunada -Ed Nagaoka
Dennis Sunada Michael Hatakeyama
Fusako Yanagida Harada -Clyde Takekuma
- Harada Family John K.Isobe

-Shelley Konishi

Lanterns of Remembrance

Larry lida, Jerry & Ethel
Yonemura - Arlene lida

Kashiko & Yoshiko Kuboyama
- Haven Kuboyama

Remmerde/Chambers
- Brook Madrone

McTavish/Keaveny
- Sharon McTavish

Takao Muramaru, Sakai &

Yoshiko Osaki, Alben Osaki,

Mr. & Mrs. Masashi Arinaga,

Mr. & Mrs. Shoichi Takenaka
- Jessie Muramaru

Sueki Nakamura
- Sally Nakamura

Saiki Ohana
- Carol Saiki

Lawrence & Nancy Matsuda,
Masao & Matsue Sakai
- Calvin & Rona Sakai

Yoshikazu & Gladys Togikawa,
Masuichi & Shizuno Hashimoto,
Henry Hashimoto

- Camilla Sone

Mitsuo & Hiroko Wakumoto,
Sandy Wakumoto, Kiyoko
Wakumoto,Elaine Wakumoto,

Annette Wakumoto, Fusao Sugai, Wa-

kumoto/Sugai Family
- Patricia Sugai & Family

In loving memory...

Frank Sunada, Mabel Sunada,
Colin Sunada, Shirley Inouye,
Mildred Fujimoto

- Dennis & Sadie Sunada

Shizuo Higashiyama, Mitsuko
Higashiyama
-Clyde & Kay Takekuma

Hideichi & Alice Yamada
- Virginia Yamada & Bonnie Peel

Masaichi & Mitsuno Yanagawa,
John & Diane Uyeno, Doris
Ishikane, Richard Yanagawa, Jack Yana-
gawa, Jennie Nomi, Carolyn & Barry Mi-
zuno, Doreen Koerte

- Sidney & Roberta Yanagawa

Masao Yamamoto, Suzuyo
Yamamoto, Saisuke Yamamoto,
Tsui Yamamoto, Takizo lida, Matsuno
lida, Kenneth Yamamoto, Lauretta
Yamamoto

- Kathleen Yamamoto

Katsuo & Fusako Harada,
Eitaro & Nejiu Harada,
Sadataro &Toki Harada

- Susan Apilado

Harris & Nancy Masada
- Pamela Masada Shimomura

Hidemi & Sally Okamoto
- Cheyenne & Penny Shissler

Beth Mazor
-Brian Vastag



Obon Choba
Raymond Kawamoto
Yvonne Masada White
Jessie Muramaru
Shelly Seifert

Barbara Tsunehiro

Bon Dance Donations
Esaki’s Produce
Kauai Ice Company

- Enoch McKeague
Richard Kubota
Hidemi Matsumoto
Jessie Muramaru
Patrick Watase
Kristin Yanagawa

- Puakea Grill

Country Store Donations
Keith Aoki

Cathy Wada & Laura Asari
Keahi Costa

Hester Haraguchi

Obon Volunteer Support

Irene Cecconi

Madison Doo

Mason Doo

Trudy Estrada

Gary & Renee Fujikawa

Sandra Fukuda

Marie Hashimura

Lynn Hilario

Avis Hirahara

David & Ruby Ishida

Clifton Iwamoto

Sheena Iwamoto & Friend

Stanford Iwamoto

Hanalei Nihonjin Kai
Association

Alicia Hayakawa

Glenn & Susan Hayakawa

Jennifer Hayakawa

Violet Iwamoto Hayashi

Rev. Tomo Hojo

Kauai Ondo Drummers

Taiko Kauai

June 20- July 19, 2024

Regina Kawamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Ralph Kitashima
Joseph Kobayashi
Charlene Koizumi
Sharyl Lam Yuen
Venus Lazaro
Pam Masada Shimomura
Sharon McTavish
Brook Madrone
Gail Matsukawa
April Murakami
Heide Murakami
Iris Murakami
Yasuko Murakami
Joyce Nagata
Jamie Nakamura
Milton Nakamura
Roy & Leila Nishida
& Grandchildren
Lorna Nishimitsu
Randy Nishimura
Angela Petel
Jeremy Poloi & Family
Pat Porter
Kaleigh Ramil
Taryn Ramil
Mona Roberts
Carol Saiki
Kainalu Saiki
Beth Salling
Victor Sasaki
Joan Slingerland
Camie Sone
Dennis & Sadie Sunada
Jared Sunada
Juston Sunada
Lane Sunada
Liliana Sunada
Marry Sunada
Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takakuma
Tami Takekuma
Flo Tazaki

Lynsay Tsukamoto & Family

Raymond Veek
Ricky Watanabe
Warren Wataya
Rev. Shawn Yagi

Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support

Brandi Yamamoto
Brian & Wendy Yamamoto
Pat Yamamoto
Shari Yamamoto
Mel & Verna Yamase
Sidney Yanagawa
Jill Yoshimatsu
Kevin & Shanley
Kapaa High School Key Club
Marc Binonwangan
Colten Nagahisa
Alena Abell
Sean Flores
Jasmine Falengichy
Ryan Murata
Juliette Oshaughnessy
Trinity Panangana
Denise Asher - Advisor
Nicholas Yamamoto-
Advisor

Membership
Ralph Kitashima

Sunday Service
Steven Baker
Mildri Cifuentes
Brook Freeman
Ralph Kitashima
Brook Madrone
Ed Nagaoka
Angela Petel
Carol Saiki
Gloria Shimizu
Joan Slingerland
Roberta Yanagawa

Hall Rental
Center for Spiritual Living

Minister’s Support
Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Shawn Yagi
Rev. Mieko Majima




from the president’s corner...

Aloha Everyone! We extend our deepest gratitude for your commitment to work tirelessly to
make our Obon Festival a huge success. It would not have been possible without the
overwhelming support from our members, families, friends, dancers and supporters. Our
heartfelt thank you to all of you for assisting with the planning, preparations, cooking,
grilling, setting up the sound system/lighting, and cleaning up.

Our special thank you to Rev. Tomo Hojo for officiating the Hatsubon/Obon Service and
chanting on the yagura on Friday while it rained on him. We also express our mahalo to Rev.
Shawn Yagi for chanting on the yagura and translating the chant to English to make it
meaningful for audience on Saturday.

Many thanks to our Bon Dance Chair, Ralph Kitashima and the committee chairs and their
team who worked tirelessly to prep and prepare the food, grilling area, setting up the food
booth and country store. You all did an awesome job!

A BIG MAHALO to Pearl Shimizu who conducted the Bon Dance practices from March to July.
Wow! No wonder the dancers were all dancing gracefully and in tune with the music.
Without the dancers there would be no Bon Dance.

We gratefully thank the Kauai Ondo Drummers who joined the practices and kept the beat
throughout the evening so the dancers could dance the night away. Great job drummers!

We extend our sincere appreciation to David Ishida for taking the time from his busy
schedule to set up the lights and sound system and provide the music to dance. This is also
an integral part of the festival. No lights, no music, no dance.

We were grateful for the variety of irresistible donations of baked goods, mochi, Chinese
pretzels, mountain apple desserts, energy bars, pickled mango, fruits, lilikoi jellies/butters
and more. The colorful hapis, kimonos, beautiful blouses, brightly sewn bags, scrubbies,
etc. were also a big hit and gratefully appreciated.

We are sincerely grateful for the kind and generous monetary donations which were
contributed at the Choba table and for the Hatsubon/Obon Service.

Taiko Kauai’s performance at intermission on Friday was a nice surprise for everyone.
Despite the rain, they stayed and entertained us. The audience was delighted and enjoyed
their performance and also danced to their drum beat. Many thanks to Taiko Kauai!

Once again, | extend my sincere appreciation to everyone for your dedication, commitment
and support. This was a great learning experience for all of us as we adjusted to scaling
down and making things work with no social hall. Please share your feedback so we can
improve. We value your input and appreciate your ongoing support. A few weeks ago, we
learned about “hataraku” from Rev. Tomo Hojo’s Dharma Message. In Japanese it means to
work and by working together and helping each other, work becomes easier. If we all
hataraku, we can continue keep our doors open and share the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist
teachings with the community, as we strive for peace and harmony. Let’s continue to SMILE,
be happy, attend services, listen to the Dharma, practice the teachings, self reflect and
recite the Nembutsu daily with palms together in gassho.

Namo Amida Butsu



Introduction to Basic Buddhism

for the West and Beyond

Fireside Chat Sessions with 20 Guest Lay Persons and Teachers

Description:

This course is designed to provide the basics of Buddhism for those
seeking a religious/spiritual foundation through the Dharma.

Dates: 10 sessions on the first Saturday of the month
September 7,2024 - June 7, 2025
Time: 5:00 - 6:30 pm (Pacific Time)

For Detailed
Information:

Please see click here

The Topics:

September 7: Three Kinds of Jewels.
October 5: Buddhism in the U.S. and Canada
November 2: Life of the Buddha

How Buddhism Spread Through Asia
Brief History of Buddhism in the U.S. and Canada

December 7:

January 4: Four Noble Truths: The Big Framework
February1:  Karma and the Eightfold Noble Path: How to Act
March 1: Four Marks of Life: How to See Life to Reduce Suffering
April 5: Popular Passages, Metaphors, and Stories
May 3: Issues and Problems in Daily Life
JuneT: Questions on Buddhism, Humor as Teaching, Epilogue,
and Appendices
Instructor and Kenneth K. Tanaka, Professor Emeritus, Musashino University,
Moderator: Tokyo. Former Assoc. Prof. and Assist. Dean, the Institute of
Buddhist Studies, Berkeley.
Register

for the Course:

Please apply here

Donation:

Suggested amount $50 - $100. (In Japan, ¥6,000)

Textbook:

Tanaka, Kenneth. Jewels: An Introduction to American Buddhism
for Youth, Scouts and the Young at Heart. BDK America, 2020.
Can be downloaded free of charge. Please click here

Contact email:

shinbuddhismcourse@gmail.com

Photo by Don Farber



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SAnZWI4Hi6IcPlqAcVmC2AuxRSymIT2p/edit
https://forms.gle/YFApcTqs2wS88sPw5
https://www.bdkamerica.org/book/jewels-introduction-buddhism-youth-scouts-and-young-heart 
mailto:shinbuddhismcourse@gmail.com

Memorial Service

August September

Tsuchiya  Albert Sadamu 17th 8/13/2008 Kiyoichi Matsushima 17th  9/2/2008
Fujimoto Hazel Shizuyo  27th 8/14/1998 Yamada Alice 1st  9/7/2023
Sunada Colin Kiyoshi 17th  8/26/2008 Kashiko Kuboyama 17th  9/7/2008
Kenso Higuchi 33rd 8/30/1992 Lillian Yamada 23rd  9/10/2002
Katsumi Oda 17th  9/13/2008

/ \ Sunada  Mabel 7th  9/28/2018
Minister’s Note Natsuyo Tada 27th  9/30/1998

August is the month of the end of the war in
Japan, and memorial services are held
throughout Japan. At the core of Buddhist
teaching is the belief that all life is precious
and interconnected. While lives lost to war
cannot be recovered, it is important for us
to hold these teachings close to our hearts .

Let us turn our hearts to the compassion of
Amida and those who have passed away.
True memorial for them is expressed
through our heartfelt gratitude.

In deep gratitude,

Namo Amida Butsu

- /
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In Memoriam...

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends
its deepest sympathy
to families who have recently
lost their loved ones.

Hidemi Okamoto - March 24, 2024
Jane Tamae Carlson - May 14, 2024

A

Namo Amida Butsu

o /

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

8/10/2024 Group 1

Mr. Robert Hiraoka

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ray Paler

Joan Slingerland

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair

8/17/2024 Group 2

Mrs. Yasuko Murakami, Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Kay Takekuma

Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,

8/24/2024 Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair

Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Rona Sakai

8/31/2024 Group 4

Mrs. Pat Yamamoto

Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Sunada,

Roberta Yanagawa

9/7/2024 Group 5

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone

Ruby Ishida

8/3/2024 Group 6

Mr. Winston Kawamoto

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,

Ruby Ishida




KAPAA HONGWANIJI MISSION
4-1170 Kuhio Highway

Kapaa, Hawaii 96746

ONENESS

The Newsletter of

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission
www.kapaahongwanji.org
Phone (808) 822-4667

August 2024

For any inquiries regarding funerals or
memorial services during the renovation
period, please don't hesitate to reach out
to us at 808.822.4667.

We understand the importance of
honoring your loved ones, and we are
happy to assist you.

Namo Amida Butsu
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