
1 

 

ONENESSONENESS  
 KAPAA HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

 
November 2024 

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP     

*On Sunday, October 20, 2024, the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission, led by Resident Minister Rev. 

Shinkai Murakami, President Mr. Michael Munekiyo, and Chair of the 125th Anniversary 

Committee Mr. Danny Topp, celebrated its 125th Anniversary. Temple members, friends, and 

community members gathered to witness this significant occasion. The commemorative 

service, officiated by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, featured the ministers of the Maui District 

and the chanting of the newly established Shoshinge. Representatives from various temple 

organizations offered incense, followed by Bishop Umitani’s dharma message, recognition of 

Keirokai (honoree members), and congratulatory messages from State Senator Troy 

Hashimoto, a representative of Maui Mayor Richard Bissen, and Maui County Councilwoman 

Yuki Lei Sugimura. Rev. Shinkai Murakami expressed gratitude in his message concluding the 

service. Below is the Aspiration shared by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani at the service's start. 

     

“ASPIRATION” 

I humbly declare to Amida Tathagata, the master in the West who made the Vow, to 

Shakyamuni Buddha, the master of this world, and to all the Buddhas of the past, present, 

and future in the ten quarters. 

Here today, with reverence, we adorn the altar and earnestly recite the sutras in observance 

of the 125th Anniversary of the Wailuku Hongwanji Mission. 

In carefully reflecting, the history of Wailuku Hongwanji Mission began in 1898 when 

Reverend Hojun Kunisaki arrived on Maui as the first Hongwanji minister officially dispatched 

by Honzan. Rev. Kunisaki dedicated his life to spreading the Buddha-Dharma here on the 

island of Maui, and his spirit was carried forward by successive ministers and lay members. 

Through their tireless efforts, the teachings of Amida Buddha have touched the hearts of 

countless individuals, guiding them through life’s challenges with wisdom and compassion. 

From the time the first temple building was erected at the corner of Wells and Market 

Streets in 1902, Wailuku Hongwanji Mission has served as a spiritual home for those who seek 
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BODHI DAY SERVICE 

Date: December 8, 2024 

Time: 9:30 a.m. 

Location: West Kauai Hongwanji Mission Hanapepe Temple 

Guest Speaker: Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani 

For more information, contact West Kauai Hongwanji Mission at 808.335.3195. 

a place of refuge. This temple has been a beacon of light, offering a space where people 

from all walks of life have found solace, comfort, and inspiration in the Dharma. For 125 

years, Wailuku Hongwanji has fostered a sense of belonging, nurturing deep spiritual 

connections and lasting friendships. 

Over the years, this temple has been a gathering place for both members and non-members 

to share moments of joy, laughter, solace, and comfort. It has been a sanctuary where tears 

of sorrow and grief have been met with the gentle embrace of Amida’s compassion, and 

where celebrations of life’s milestones have been marked with heartfelt gratitude. This 

sacred space has witnessed the unfolding of countless life stories, each woven into the rich 

tapestry of the temple’s history. 

Today, we express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the ministers and members 

who have dedicated themselves to this temple. We honor the vision and hard work of those 

who laid the foundation, as well as those who continue to sustain and nurture this 

community today. Through their efforts, the invaluable torch of the Buddha’s Wisdom and 

Compassion has been kept alight, illuminating the path for future generations. 

As we commemorate this significant milestone, let us renew our commitment to the 

teachings and spirit of our predecessors. We will inherit their spirit and devote ourselves to 

listening to the Buddha-Dharma. We will share the joy of Nembutsu and strive to realize a 

society where all lives are equally embraced, affirmed, and appreciated. Beyond time and 

space, the Light of Amida Buddha continues to shine upon us, illuminating our path even 

more brightly than ever.   

With reverence, let us recite the Nembutsu, feeling Amida Buddha’s gentle call to us, 

expressing our gratitude for living within the Buddha’s Vow. Namo Amida Butsu. 
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TRIPLE CELEBRATION  

We are thrilled to share the excitement of the Triple Celebration held on September 7 

and 8, 2024. 

We are pleased to announce two new Triple Celebration multimedia resources! One is a set 

of photo carousels available on the Hongwanji Hawaii website with images captured by Alan 

Kubota, Lenscapes Photography. Six carousels capture highlights from all parts of the big 

event. A shortcut link will take you there: http://honpahi.link/3cphotos 

Another resource is a Triple Celebration playlist on the Hongwanji Hawaii YouTube channel. 

You'll find a 12-minute video produced by Project Local with event highlights and interview 

clips (not to be missed!). You can also see Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji's keynote address with 

slides, Yamaguchi Gagakukai's amazing performance of "Hawai‘i Aloha," and the prelude by 

the Triple Celebration Choir. Find the playlist here: http://honpahi.link/3cvideos 

These resources supplement the one previously shared for the Triple Celebration Online 

Buddhist Education Series, a separate YouTube playlist now accessible using the shortcut   

http://honpahi.link/3clectures. And if you'd like to check out the electronic booklet created 

by Jean Heselden and used by attendees at the event, see: http://

honpahi.link/3cbooklet .  In it are some archival photos that Rev. Miyaji remarked upon in 

his keynote address. 

 

Correction Regarding the Omission of the Triple Celebration Choir in the Previous Issue 

In the previous issue of the HQ Update, we regretfully omitted mention of the Triple 

Celebration Choir's contribution. We sincerely apologize for this oversight and any 

misunderstanding it may have caused. 

The Choir, organized specially for this historic event, included over 60 singers from across 

the state, many of them first-time choristers. Their enthusiasm and dedication during 

rehearsals on Oahu, self-practice on the neighbor islands, and a joint rehearsal on the 

morning of the service were essential to the success of the event. The choir's beautiful 

singing at the 135th Anniversary resonated throughout the venue, adding a solemn touch and 

spreading the warmth of the Nembutsu to all participants. 

We also wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed to the Triple 

Celebration's success. Whether behind the scenes or on the frontlines, every individual’s 

effort played an important role. This event was a true reflection of the collective spirit of 

our community. 

 

http://honpahi.link/3cphotos
http://honpahi.link/3cvideos
http://honpahi.link/3clectures
http://honpahi.link/3cbooklet
http://honpahi.link/3cbooklet
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We deeply appreciate the Choir’s contribution and the support of everyone involved. Moving 

forward, we will ensure that all contributors are properly recognized in future publications. 

 

Rev. Ai Hironaka and Rev. Tomo Hojo 

Triple Celebration Steering Committee Co-Chair 

2024-2025 SOCIAL CONCERNS FUND DRIVE 

The Committee on Social Concerns is excited to announce the launch of the 2024-2025 Social 

Concerns Fund Drive which will begin on November 1, 2024, and run till August 31, 2025. 

Your generosity enables the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii with the ability to support 

worthy organizations and programs making positive impacts in our community. Your selfless 

giving also enables us to provide compassionate aid during times of disaster and the ability to 

skillfully respond to issues affecting our local and world communities.  

Through an overwhelming outpouring of support, we raised almost $1 million through our 

Maui Wildfire Disaster Relief Fund and distributed over $300,000 to support the members of 

Lahaina Hongwanji and the Maui community in the aftermath of the devastating wildfires of 

August 2023. We will continue to lend our support on their long road to recovery.  

So far this year, we have continued our support for improving mental health care, building 

community resiliency, and humanitarian aid in Gaza as well as relief efforts in Japan in the 

aftermath of the Noto Peninsula Earthquake. We have made donations to organizations such 

as the Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii, Vibrant Hawaii, and World Central Kitchen.  

We continue to award Golden Chain Grants to help nurture Sangha-based compassionate 

action and launched the Dana Matching Grant Program to multiply the impact of charitable 

giving by organizations in the Hawaii Kyodan Ohana. We hope you will take advantage of 

these innovative programs that help to share our values in the wider community. 

A sample fund drive letter was distributed to all temples in September. Donation envelopes 

have also been provided to temples wishing to use them. Extra envelopes are available in 

limited supply. Reminder to please make all checks payable to your respective temple. Your 

temple will then remit one combined check to the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. 

Mahalo for your continued support of our Annual Social Concerns Fund Drive! 
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Embracing Selfless Strength in Everyday Life  

I would like to begin by expressing my gratitude for the opportunity to share these 

reflections with you. Today, we reflect on the “power of shadow support” through the lives 

of two extraordinary women in Jodo Shinshu history, Eshinni and Kakushinni. These women 

dedicated themselves to supporting Shinran Shonin’s teachings from behind the scenes, 

building a foundation for Jodo Shinshu’s lasting legacy. Their achievements are a testament 

to the true strength found within quiet, selfless support. 

Eshinni, as Shinran’s wife, stood by him through great hardships, creating an environment 

that allowed him to dedicate himself to sharing the teaching of Nembutsu. Her letters 

convey a profound faith to Shinran and patience, and it was her steadfast presence that 

allowed Shinran’s mission to thrive. Like the hidden roots of a tree that give it strength, 

Eshinni quietly supported the growth of Jodo Shinshu from behind the scenes. 

Their daughter, Kakushinni, carried on this work after Shinran’s passing, founding the 

structure that would later become Hongwanji, the central institution of Jodo Shinshu. 

Kakushinni preserved her father’s teachings, laying the foundation for a lasting spiritual 

community. Without her quiet dedication, the transmission of Shinran’s legacy might have 

been uncertain. 

These women embody what I call the “power of shadow support.” This power refers to the 

ability to support others quietly, without seeking recognition, enabling them to fulfill their 

paths and missions. Living with this shadow power brings a sense of inner fulfillment and 

genuine joy. Reflecting on the achievements we believe we have accomplished alone, we 

realize they are, in fact, the fruits of unseen support from countless people, both past and 

present. 

When we become aware of this support, we are liberated from self-centered desires, and a 

natural sense of gratitude arises within us. Every success, growth, or accomplishment we 

witness is not solely our own but is sustained by those who support us from behind the 

scenes. 

Recognizing this shadow power invites us to reconsider our approach to life, transforming 

our values. Instead of seeking the spotlight, we cherish the contributions made from the 

background. Through this shift in perspective, we discover inner stability and a deep sense 

of fulfillment. This way of life also reflects Buddha’s compassionate guidance and Amida’s 

embrace, reminding us of the precious reality that we are constantly “being sustained.” 

May we, like Eshinni and Kakushinni, strive to embody the approach of shadow support. Let 

us quietly uphold those around us, allowing the fulfillment of supporting others to become 

the foundation of our own peace and inner richness, walking this Nembutsu path within 

Amida’s embrace. 

          Namo Amida Bututsu 

          Rev. Mieko Majima 
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2025 GISEIKAI LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY  

In preparation for the 113th HHMH Legislative Assembly, which is scheduled for 

February 7-8, 2025, notice #1 has been sent out from the Business Manager. 

Some key deadlines to remember are:  

October 31, 2024:  Vital Statistics 

November 15, 2024: Giseikai Resolutions  

December 15, 2024: Committee Reports  

December 31, 2024: HHMH Directors Nomination, Giseikai Registration,  

  Rap Session Sign-up  

January 31, 2025:  Directory Information.  

 

Your timely submission is greatly appreciated. 

Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support 
 September 26, 2024—October 20,2024 

In Memory of the late ... 

Shizuo  & Shizue Nakamura 

Edward Nakamura 

Masuo & Masayo Kamehiro 

Edith Hashizume 

 

Eitaikyo Service (Zoom) 

Mildre Cifuentes 

Ralph Kitashima 

Brook Madrone 

Carol Saiki 

Gloria Shimizu 

Joan Slingerland 

Roberta Yanagawa 

 

Hall Rental 

Center for Spiritual Living 

 

Miscellaneous Donation 

Sharon Contrades  

Mie Shiraki 

 

 

Volunteer Support 

Stanford Iwamoto 

Winston Kawamoto 

Ralph Kitashima 

Haven Kuboyama 

Brook Madrone 

Rev. Mieko Majima 

Milton Nakamura 

Ray Paler 

Kaleigh Ramil 

Tami Ramil 

Carol Saiki 

Calvin Sakai 

Gloria Shimizu 

Pearl Shimizu 

Joan Slingerland 

Dennis & Sadie Sunada 

Clyde & Kay Takekuma 

Erin Takekuma I 

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto 

Brian & Wendy Yamamoto 

Membership 

Marie Hashimura 

Milton Nakamura 

Mie Shiraki 

 

Building Fund 

Marie Hashimura 

Jessie Muramaru 

Milton Nakamura 

 

Minister's Support 

Rev. Shawn Yagi 

Rev. Tomo Hojo 

Rev. Mieko Majima 
 

Volunteer Support 

Marie Hashimura 

David & Ruby Ishida 
 

Columbarium 

Mie Shiraki 
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from the president’s corner… 
 

Aloha Everyone!  November is here!  It’s a month filled with heartfelt gratitude to all.  On 
Veterans Day we thank and honor all those who have served honorably in the military and 
acknowledge that we appreciate their contributions to our national security and freedom. 
We observance the Eitaikyo service to express our gratitude to our predecessors with the hope 
that the temple will continue perpetually, and the Buddha Dharma will be transmitted to 
future generations. We celebrate Thanksgiving Day to give thanks for the many blessings we 
have received throughout the year.  Finally, we put our palms together in gassho and gratefully 
recite,      
Namo Amida Butsu… 
 
Kauai Veterans Cemetery – Lonesome Grave, Sunday, November 10 @ 8:00 a.m 
At 8:00 a.m. Rev. Tomo Hojo of West Kauai Hongwanji Mission will officiate a service at the 
cemetery gathering place.   Following the service, the graves will be cleaned, water added to 
the vases and flowers/greens added to decorate the lonesome graves for Veterans Day on 
Monday, November 11.   
Donation of flowers and volunteers are needed to decorate the many graves at the cemetery. 
 
Meet & Greet Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani – Sunday, November 24 @ 9:00 a.m 
Let’s welcome Bishop Umitani to Kapaa Hongwanji.  He will be officiating the Sunday Family 
Service, sharing his Dharma message and would like to meet our members following the service.  
Light refreshments will be served on the temple lanai.  A Board of Directors meeting has been 
scheduled at 10:30 to express our concerns, answer questions and look at the building repairs 
which are in progress.  We encourage you to attend the service and show your support. 
 
Thankful Meals for Members – Wednesday, November 27, Pick up from 11:00-12:30 p.m. 
The dedicated members of Kapaa Hongwanji will be preparing meals for our members to express 
our appreciation for your continued support.  Please email us at mail@kapaahongwanji.org or 
call 808 822-4667 to request your meal so we will be able to prepare enough.  Lunch may be 
picked up from 11:00 – 12:30 p.m. at the garage area.  Meal deliveries will be provided for our 
elders. 
Menu:  Roast chicken w/gravy, nishime, hijiki (seaweed), cranberry, rice and a pumpkin dessert. 
 
No Kapaa Interfaith Thanksgiving Service & Lunch - Regretfully, this event has been cancelled 
because there’s no volunteer to chair the event and Mark’s Place will no longer be able to cater 
the meals.  We are sorry that there will be no Thanksgiving Day home deliveries . 
 
2024 Membership Reminder – If you have forgotten to send in your payment, please send it by 
December 27, 2024.  Thank you for your cooperation and continued support.   
 
Yard Cleaning Crew Needed – January 2025   
We will need assistance for lawn care beginning in January 2025.  It involves mowing the lawn, 
weed whacking, trimming the pine hedges, and occasional spraying for weeds. Our current crew 
is retiring after tirelessly caring for our lawn for many, many years. 
Many thanks to the men for keeping the lawn immaculate and beautiful! 
 
Building Repairs – Most of the prioritized hall repairs have been completed.  The temple has 
many needed repairs, however, we will need to wait until we are able to replenish the building 
fund.  The parsonage exterior walls are still in progress and a ramp will soon be installed to 
make the parsonage handicapped accessible so our membership can attend the events held 
there. We express our sincere gratitude for the many thoughtful and generous donations to the 
Building Fund. Your selfless giving has enabled us to repair the buildings which have been 
neglected for many years. 

mailto:mail@kapaahongwanji.org


 

 

2025 HAWAII KYODAN MASTER CALENDAR 
 

January 1 (Wed) New Year’s Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
January 16 (Thu) Shinran Shonin’s Memorial Day (Hoonko/HQ closed for holiday) 
January 20 (Mon) M. L. King Jr. Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
February 6 (Thu) Board of Directors Meeting & State Ministers Association Meeting 
February 7-8 (Fri-Sat) 113th HHMH Legislative Assembly 
February 8 (Sat) 113th HHMH Legislative Assembly Aloha Luncheon & Living Treasures of Hawaii Recognition 
February 9 (Sun) BWA (Fujinkai) Dana Day 
February 15 (Sat) Nirvana Day 
February 17 (Mon) Presidents’ Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
March 2 (Sun) Hongwanji Day 
March 6-7 (Thu-Fri) Ryukoku University-BSC Spring Seminar 
March 15 (Sat) Buddhist Study Center Spring Festival 
March 17-23 Spring Higan 
March 26 (Wed) Kuhio Day 
April 8 (Tue) Buddha Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
April 18-20 (Fri-Sun) YESS Camp 41 (Camp Erdman) 
April 25 (Fri) BWA (Fujinkai) Eshinni Day/Peace Day 
May 11 (Sun) Mother’s Day 
May 16 (Fri) PBA Baccalaureate Ceremony 
May 18 (Sun) PBA Commencement Exercise 
May 21 (Wed) Shinran Shonin’s Birthday (Gotan-E) 
May 26 (Mon) Memorial Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
May 30 (Fri) Sanmu Meeting & Sanmu-Kanji Meeting (Online) 
May 31 (Sat) Board of Directors Meeting (Online) 
June 3-5 (Tue-Thu) 66th State Ministers Association Seminar (Online/Oahu) 
June 11 (Wed) King Kamehameha Day 
June 15 (Sun) Father’s Day 
June 19 (Thu) Juneteenth Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
June 20-22 (Fri-Sun) 68th State Jr. YBA Convention (Honolulu) 
July 4 (Fri) Independence Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
July 1-10 (Tue-Thu) Young Buddhist International Cultural Study Exchange (Tentative) 
August BSC Summer Session (Date to be announced) 
August 15 (Fri) Statehood Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
August 22-23 (Fri-Sat) World BWA Representative Meeting 
August 31 - September 1 (Sun-Mon) Ministers' Spouses Association Seminar (Hawaii) 
September 1 (Mon) Labor Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
September 5 (Fri) Sanmu Meeting & Sanmu-Kanji Meeting (Online) 
September 6 (Sat) Board of Directors Meeting (Online) 
September 12-13 (Fri-Sat) Hawaii State Lay Association Annual Convention 
September 20-26 Autumn Higan 
September 20-21 (Sat-Sun) Choralfest 2025 (Hawaii Betsuin) 
September 21 (Sun) Peace Day Hawaii 
September 22 (Mon) Ring Your Bell for Peace Day 
October 25-26 (Sat-Sun) Minister’s Lay Assistant Retreat 
November 6-7 (Thu-Fri) State Ministers Continuing Education Seminar 
November 11 (Tue) Veterans’ Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
November 12 (Wed) Appreciation Luncheon for Retired Ministers and Spouses 
November 27 (Thu) Thanksgiving Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
November 28 (Fri) Family Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
December 8 (Mon) Bodhi Day 
December 12 (Fri) Sanmu Meeting & Sanmu-Kanji Meeting (Online) 
December 13 (Sat) Board of Directors Meeting (Online) 
December 25 (Thu) Christmas Day (HQ closed for holiday) 
December 31 (Wed) New Year’s Eve 



 

 

Memorial Service 

Minister’s Note 

Many temples observe the perpetual (Eitaikyo) service this month.  It is a service of gratitude, 

honoring those who came before us. Through this tradition, we remember the support and 

teachings passed down, guided by Amida Buddha's compassionate light, and renew our 

commitment to live with gratitude as nembutsu followers.  

         Namo Amida Butsu 

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement  

11/2/2024 Group 1 
Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair 
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ray Paler 

Mr. Robert Hiraoka 

Ruby Ishida 

11/9/2024 Group 2 
Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair 
Mrs. Yasuko Murakami, Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa Joan Slingerland 

11/16/2024 Group 3 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma – Chair 
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,  
Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,  
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil  

Kay Takekuma 

11/23/2024 Group 4 

Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair 
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Sunada, 
Mrs. Pat Yamamoto 

Rona Sakai 

11/30/2024 Group 5 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai – Chair 
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone  

Roberta Yanagawa 

12/7/2024 Group 6 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto – Chair 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,  
Mr. Winston Kawamoto 

Ruby Ishida 

 

November 

Gladys Togikawa 7th 11/2/2018 

Mitsuo Wakumoto 3rd 11/7/2022 

Yae Sasaki 27th 11/8/1998 

Mitsuko Higashiyama 3rd 11/18/2022 

Hanayo Kawamura 13th 11/18/2012 

Yuuichi Kubo 50th 11/19/1975 

Edwin Yoon 33rd 11/23/1992 

December 

Yagihara Saichi 50th 12/7/1975 

Motono Haraguchi 23rd 12/14/2002 

Toshio Nakamura 27th 12/18/1998 

2025 Bon Dance Schedule 

 

June 13 -14 Waimea Shingon Mission 

June 20 -21 Lihue Hongwanji Mission 

June 27 -28 Kauai Soto Zenshuji 

July 4 –5  No Bon Dance 

July 11-12 West Kauai Hongwanji 
  Hanapepe Temple 

July 18-19 Kapaa Hongwanji  

  Mission 

July 25-26 Waimea Higashi  
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KAPAA HONGWANJI MISSION 

4-1170 Kuhio Highway 

Kapaa, Hawaii 96746 

 

November 2024 

 

11/10  8 a.m. Lonesome Grave Project 

11/17 10:00 a.m. Dharma School Gathering 

For any inquiries regarding funerals or 

memorial services during the renovation 

period, please don't hesitate to reach out to 

us at 808.822.4667.  

We understand the importance of honoring 

your loved ones, and we are happy to assist 

you.  

Namo Amida Butsu 
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