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New Year’s Greeting

Happy New Year! At the beginning of the New Year, |
would like to extend my warm regards to you all.

As in previous years, many people throughout the world
have been affected by natural disasters, including
earthquakes, floods, and forest fires. | would like to offer
my deepest condolences to all who have perished in those
calamities. | would also like to express my sympathies to
those who are still coping with the dire situations. It is my
sincere hope that all who have been affected will soon be
able to return to normalcy.

In addition to the continuing Russian invasion of Ukraine
that began in February 2022, armed conflict in the Middle
East since October 2023 has intensified, putting a toll on
civilians. As Buddhists, let us embrace the words of
Sakyamuni Buddha that “Everyone fears violence and is scared of death. In consideration of
all life, do not kill and do not make others kill.”

We, as human beings who have received life in this world, shall have our human rights
equally guaranteed regardless of reason, and must never have our lives threatened. However
in reality, conflicts and terrorist attacks have occurred everywhere in the world and for
many people, their right to live and exist has been threatened. As Buddhists as well as
Nembutsu followers who aspire to achieve peace, we must keep seriously in our hearts the
words of Sakyamuni Buddha as well as Shinran Shonin who aspired for a peaceful world in
pursuing our endeavor of contributing toward world peace and security.

Through the Jodo Shinshu teaching, we are guided to appreciate Amida Buddha’s working
that enables us to become aware of our true self. Being caught up in our self-centered
thinking and desires, we are unable to accept the Universal Truth of dependent origination
and impermanence, and that is why we constantly suffer from our human desires.

Unable to leave us in such a state, Amida Buddha continuously works to lead us to the
Dharma. By regarding each individual as a fellow traveler following the same path being



guided and embraced by Amida Buddha, we are enabled to respect and help each other
while courageously coping with difficult social issues. Let us continue listening and
appreciating Amida Buddha’s working as Buddhist followers while cherishing each and every
day.
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OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

2025 New Year’s Message: “Nurturing Nembutsu, Cultivating Awareness”

As we stand at the threshold of 2025, | am filled with profound
gratitude for the Sangha of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii and the spiritual journey we continue to share. The
theme for this year, “"Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating
Awareness," reflects not only our collective aspiration but also
our personal commitment to deepening our connection with
Amida Buddha and fostering a more profound awareness in
every aspect of our lives.

The Nembutsu, "Namo Amida Butsu,” is much more than a
simple recitation. It is the living embodiment of Amida
Buddha's all-embracing Compassion, a compassion that
transcends all boundaries we create. No one is left behind. No
one is excluded from Amida Buddha’s deepest aspiration to
save all beings. In this truth, we find solace and strength,
knowing that no matter our imperfections or struggles, we are always embraced by the
boundless Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha.

I, too, wrestle with my limitations—foolishness, selfishness, ignorance, and the tendency to
judge or discriminate against others. These failings often cloud my perspective, narrowing
my view of the world and of others. Yet, despite these limitations, | am continually
reminded that Amida’s Compassion does not waver. The Nembutsu is my anchor, a reminder
that | am welcomed just as | am into the warmth of Amida Buddha’s embrace. My heart and
mind are nurtured in this space, and in turn, my Nembutsu becomes a living expression of
joy, gratitude, and humility for the life | live within this Compassion.



As we are nurtured by Amida’s Compassionate voice, we are also called to cultivate
awareness. This awareness is not merely intellectual or passive; it is a dynamic and active
practice that calls us to wake up to the reality of our interconnectedness. It invites us to see
the world with clearer eyes, to recognize the oneness of all life, and to develop a deeper
understanding of the truths that shape our existence.

In today’s world, where distractions and self-centeredness abound, cultivating awareness
becomes even more crucial. It helps us move beyond the narrow confines of our personal
concerns, allowing us to see the interdependence of all beings. It teaches us to live more
mindfully, to understand the suffering of others, and to act with greater compassion. The
gift of the Nembutsu is this awareness—an invitation to step forward, to embrace others with
open hearts, and to recognize that we are all held within the same Compassionate Light.

Let us renew our commitment to live a life of Nembutsu. Let us nurture our hearts and minds
by participating in temple services and activities, deepening our relationships with the
Sangha, and listening to the Dharma. In doing so, we not only deepen our appreciation of the
Nembutsu but also cultivate an awareness that allows us to live more fully and purposefully.

As we step forward into 2025, let us move together with hearts full of joy and gratitude
infused with awareness. Let us share the joy of Nembutsu with everyone we encounter, and
through our mindful living, let us help to build a world that is more compassionate, more
aware, and more connected.

| wish each and every one of you a joyful and peaceful New Year. May the light of Amida
Buddha continue to shine upon us and guide us always.

Namo Amida Butsu.
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani

Bishop
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
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President’s New Year’s Message
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Happy New Year! Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu!
Hauoli Makahiki Hou!

| hope that you and your loved ones are healthy and in
good spirits as we look forward to the New Year, 2025!

As we enter the new year, it is natural to look back at
the past year. As | look back at the year 2024, | have
many warm and happy memories of family and friends.
Wonderful family trips to the mainland USA and Japan.
An “epic” hiking trip to Korea. Quiet reflection during
temple service on Sunday mornings followed by
fellowship and delicious lunches! And for myself, one of
the highlights of the year was the memorable weekend
we spent at the Triple Celebration (850"/800"/135")
in September, held at the Ala Moana Hotel. There were
sad occasions as well, with loss of family and close
friends. Reliving memories from the past year, | feel fortunate and | am so grateful for all of
the events of the past year. Ichigo ichie. | hope that you feel the same way.

Looking forward to the New Year, | do not know what the future holds for us - as individuals,
as a community and as a Buddhist organization. Just think, five years ago no one thought
that we would need to survive a pandemic or experience a Maui wildfire. However, in the
face of hardship, we persevered. We met the challenges placed before us by caring for each
other and by working together. | believe we are stronger as a Buddhist organization because
of how we, each one of us, responded to adversity.

Our five year theme which begins in 2025, “Nurturing Nembutsu” reminds us that the
Nembutsu is the “core” of our existence. The Nembutsu, expressed as “Namo Amida Butsu”
is our expression of gratitude in awareness of Amida’s Compassion. Nembutsu is not just our
gratitude, it is our response to Amida’s voice which is calling out to each one of us.
“Nurturing Nembutsu” reminds us that we nurture the Nembutsu when we share it with
others, and in turn we are nurtured by Amida’s love for us. Let us be mindful of the all-
embracing Amida and continue on this journey together.

“Happiness does not depend on what you have or who you are;
it solely relies on what you think.” - Buddha

With Gassho,
Warren Tamamoto MD
President, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

*Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani delivered the following message at the Hawaii Kyodan Board
of Directors Meeting on December 7, 2024.

Good morning. As this is the final Board of Directors Meeting for the year, | want to take a
moment to express my heartfelt appreciation to the ministers and lay leaders of the Hon-
pa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii for your unwavering leadership and dedication. Your com-
mitment is deeply valued, and | sincerely thank you for your continued efforts in achieving
our shared mission.

| have submitted my written report, which also includes updates from my role as the Bud-
dhist Study Center (BSC) Interim Director. If you have any questions or would like to know
more details, please contact me.

As | shared in the most recent HQ Update, we hosted the Temple Presidents Retreat at the
BSC on November 16. This retreat welcomed 26 temple presidents or their representatives
and was designed to create a peaceful and engaging environment for networking, interac-
tion, and mutual support.

The retreat was very well-received, and | would like to share some of the participants' com-
ments:

“It was good to talk to others in the same position.”

“Now | know that | have a network of resources if | need any help.”
“We are not alone.”

“Very engaging and meaningful.”

“This was so helpful as a new president coming in.”

“It was wonderful to network with everyone.”

As the retreat concluded, presidents expressed a renewed sense of purpose and reassur-
ance. They returned to their temples with fresh ideas and the confidence that they are sup-
ported by a strong network of fellow presidents and the Headquarters.

While there is no simple solution to the challenges facing our temples, districts, and state
organization, retreats like this remind us that we can navigate these challenges together.
Each of you plays an indispensable role in HHMH, and your participation is vital to our col-
lective efforts.

In many ways, our work is like playing a soccer match. Imagine a soccer field where the
goal represents our shared mission in the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii—to spread
the Dharma and nurture our communities.



In soccer, no single player can control the entire game, no matter how skilled they are.
Each player has a role, and success depends on everyone working together, understanding
their responsibilities, and trusting their teammates.

Sometimes, the ball moves smoothly down the field, just as our projects and goals pro-
gress seamlessly. Other times, obstacles arise—like opposing players blocking our path.
When the ball is intercepted, it’s easy to feel frustrated. But in soccer, no single player is
blamed. Instead, the team regroups, adjusts its strategy, and works together to recover
and move forward.

There are moments of joy when we score a goal—celebrating a successful event, reaching
a milestone, or welcoming more people to the temple. These achievements are the result
of shared effort and determination. Every pass, every attempt, and every step forward
contributes to the greater game.

Our journey in HHMH is a collaborative one. Ministers, Kyodan Board Members, Temple
Presidents, Temple members ... each of us plays a vital role, and by working together, we
will overcome challenges, celebrate successes, and continue toward our shared goal of
spreading the Nembutsu teachings and serving our communities.

Thank you for your leadership, dedication, and commitment to the growth of HHMH. Let
us continue to move forward together. Namo Amida Butsu.

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani

2025 LIVING TREASURES OF HAWAII

After reviewing an abundance of highly impressive nominations, the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawai i and the Living Treasures Selection Committee are
pleased to announce their selections for the 2025 Living Treasures of Hawai "i:

Dennis Sueo Agena

William Wallace Char, Jr. (Bill Char)
Neil Jacob Kahookele Hannahs
Victoria Holt Takamine

Dr. George Joji Tanabe, Jr.

The 50" Living Treasures of Hawaii Recognition Program and Luncheon will be held on
Saturday, February 8, 2025, 12:00 p.m. in the Coral Ballroom at the Hilton Hawaiian
Village Waikiki Beach Resort. Online and mail-in registration options are available on
the HHMH website at https://hongwanjihawaii.com/living- treasures/. You may also
call (808) 522-9200. Early registration is by January 18, 2025. Reservations will not be
accepted after January 25, 2025.
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Funeral Service

In loving memory of...
Don Kiyoshi Kubota -
Richard Kubota

Memorial Service
In memory of the late...
Gladys Togikawa - Camil-
la Sone & Family
Yoshihira Nakamura,
Misao Nakamura,
ClydeNakamura - Marie
Hashimura,
Milton Nakamura, Irene
Nitta

Sunday Services
Mildre Cifuentes
Brooke Foreman
Ralph Kitashima
Brook Madrone
Angela Petel
Carol Saiki
Gloria Shimizu
Joan Slingerland
Lena Walker
Roberta Yanagawa

Columbarium Donation
Anonymous

aron Contrades
Robert Hiraoka
Arlene lida
Helen Iwai
Brook Madrone
Phil O’Rourke
Lane Sunada
Kathleen Taira
Betty Yamamoto
Brian & Wendy Yamamoto

Building Fund
Brook Madrone

Miscellaneous Donations
Shakyamida
Barbara Tsunehiro

Hall Rental
Center for Spiritual Living

Social Concerns
Haven Kuboyama
Glenn Yagihara

Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support
November 26- December 18, 2024

Minister’s Support
Rev. Shawn Yagi
Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Mieko Majima

Volunteer Support
Marie Hashimura
Ralph Kitashima
Haven Kuboyama
Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Rev. Mieko Majima
Brook Madrone

Milton Nakamura

RaE/ Paler

Kaleigh Ramil

Carol Saiki

Calvin Sakai

Gloria Shimizu

Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland
Dennis & Sadie Sunada
Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma

Tami Takekuma

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto
Brian Yamamoto

The following are the newly elected 2025 Board of Directors and Officers of Kapaa

Hongwanji Mission:

KHM Board of Directors

President: Roberta Yanagawa
Vice President: Ralph Kitashima
Secretary: Brook Madrone
Treasurer: Milton Nakamura
Asst. Treasurer: Gloria Shimizu

Many thanks to the dedicated board members who diligently served to keep the
temple operational and made decisions in the best interest of Kapaa Hongwanji.

We extend our gratitude to Kaleigh Ramil for being on the board for the past 2 years
and look forward to her return as a future leader. We wish her the best as she pursues
her career goals.




from the president’s corner...

New Year’s Greetings to Everyone! We welcome the New Year with heartfelt gratitude to all,
as you continue to practice the Nembutsu Teachings in your daily life so all beings may enjoy
the wonderous gift of peace.

We are grateful to our Sangha, families and friends for contributing your time to assist the
temple and for your kind and generous support in 2024.
We humbly ask for your continued support as we begin the New Year.
Let us work together with a positive attitude, attend Sunday Services to refresh our hearts
and minds, welcome visitors and fellow travelers to the temple and share in the joy of the
Three Treasures: the Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha.

Namo Amida Bustu...

2025 Honpa Hongwanji Mission Calendar Distribution

We have received the calendars and are in the process of distributing. The members who
reside off island and in areas other than Kapaa will receive their calendars through the mail.
You may also pick up your calendar on Sundays at the temple from 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Membership Renewal - We will be sending out the 2025 membership renewal forms soon.
Regretfully, we will need to raise the membership due to $400 annually or $33 monthly due
to the increase in goods and services to maintain the temple. Please update your infor-
mation on the form and return it to the temple. Mahalo!

Kapaa Hongwanji Archives - We will soon be collecting pertinent information for our temple
archives. Oral or written history have been suggested. We have many elders who would
probably be able to share something orally. Jerald “Boya”Takesono, the eldest son of Rev.
Takesono who grew up at the parsonage, has agreed to assist with this project. He and his
family consider Kapaa their hometown and the church brings back warm memories for them.
More information later.

General Membership Meeting & New Year’s Gathering - February 15, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.
Please save the date. An invitation flyer will be distributed at the end of January.

Let’s continue to work diligently to make 2025 a joyful, meaningful and exceptional year
and gratefully recite the Nembutsu.

Namo Amida Butsu...



Kimiyo
Hatsuko
Kikuyo
Miyuki
Lou Jyoji
Sandy
Tsumoru
Kazue
Toshio

Kaname
Larry
Katsumi

Kenneth
Kenichi

Hatsue
Howard

Memorial Service

o

interconnectedness together.

Namo Amida Butsu

Wishing you a New Year filled with the
light of Amida Buddha's compassion.
May we walk the path of gratitude and

January February

Wada 27th  1/4/1999 Yasuko Watanabe 7th 2/2/2019
Matsushima 33rd 1/6/1993 Fusae Morita 13th 2/6/2013
Fukuda 27th  1/8/1999 Saeko Kakimoto 7th 2/9/2019
Maehata 7th 1/10/2019 ;

-~ Miyako Takenaka  17th  2/19/2009
Nishida 1st 1/13/2024 amura
Wakumoto 3rd 1/13/2023 Masao Kawamoto 27th 2/23/1999
Iwamoto 50th 1/19/1976 George Ouye 33rd 2/24/1993
Taogoshi 13th 1/20/2013 Laura Toma 13th 2/25/2013
Tone 13th 1/24/2013 Roy Takahashi 23rd 2/27/2003
Sagawa 33rd 1/28/1993
lida 1st  1/30/2024 / \

, In Memorium

Iwai 33rd 1/30/1993
Tasaka 7th 1/30/2019 Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends it’s
Nagaoka 3rd 1/31/2023 deepest Sympathy to families who have

recently lost their loved ones.

Francis Kinjiro Nishizawa
Nobember 19, 1951 - December 20, 2024

Namo Amida Butsu
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Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

2/1/2024

Group 1

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ray Paler

Mr. Robert Hiraoka

Ruby Ishida

2/8/2024

Group 2

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair
Mrs. Yasuko Murakami, Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Joan Slingerland

1/4/2024

Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,

Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Ruby Ishida

1/11/2024

Group 4

Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Sunada,
Mrs. Pat Yamamoto

Joan Slingerland

1/18/2024

Group 5

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone

Kay Takekuma

1/25/2024

Group 6

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,
Mr. Winston Kawamoto

Rona Sakai
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January 2025
Sunday Zoom Service with Rev. Hojo

1/5, 19, 26 9:00 am Sunday Service

1/12 9:30 am Zoom Hoonko Service
Guest Speaker: Rev. Hagio

Zoom services are viewed at the temple.
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For any inquiries regarding funerals or
memorial services, please don't hesitate to
reach out to us at 808.822.4667.

Namo Amida Butsu
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