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February 2025

BISHOP’S MESSAGE
HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII'S TRIPLE CELEBRATION

On the 135th anniversary of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, the way to the future is
illuminated by the legacy and dedication of our ancestors

Such is the benevolence of Amida’s great com-passion,

That we must strive to return it, even to the breaking of our bodies;

Such is the benevolence of the masters and true teachers,

That we must endeavor to repay it, even to our bones becoming dust.
Shinran Shonin, “Ondokusan,”
Hymns of the Dharma-Ages #59,
“The Collected Works of Shinran,” Page 412

Good morning, everyone. | would like to welcome you all to the second day of the Triple
Celebration.

Today, we gather here with profound grati-tude and joy to celebrate the 135th Anniversary
of the establishment of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. | feel incredibly fortunate to
observe this milestone with all of you.

This occasion is not merely a commemora-tion of years but a celebration of a living tradition
that has touched countless lives, span-ning generations and cultures.

As we come together, we take time to reflect and re-member all the individuals — ministers
and lay members — who dedicated their lives and established, protected and promoted our
temples, our spiritual homes here in Ha-waii.

Today we share this mo-ment of joy in encountering the teaching of Nembutsu through
countless causes and conditions. As Nembutsu fol-lowers, let us jointly commit to living a life
of Nembutsu and endeavor to build an in-clusive and compassionate sangha and society.

The opening aspiration that I just read is well-known among Jodo Shinshu Bud-dhists.

We often sing this hymn, known as “Ondokusan,” as a Gatha. This hymn expresses Shinran
Shonin’s deep sense of gratitude for the Great Compassion of Amida Buddha — a compassion
that embraces us just the way we are.

It also reflects his appreci-ation to Shakyamuni Buddha and the Seven Masters who
discovered the Truth of the Dharma and passed it on to the next generations, allowing
Shinran Shonin to encounter the Nembutsu teaching.

Shinran Shonin wrote, “We must endeavor to repay it even if we break our bodies and
bones.” It is not a call to physical harm, but a meta-phor expressing his joy of re-ceiving so
much and his com-mitment to dedicate his life to sharing Amida Buddha’s Aspi-ration with
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all others.

The heart of “Ondokusan” is the concept of gratitude, humility and devotion. Today, we join
Shinran Shonin and express our gratitude to Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Com-passion that
embraces each and every one of us always, express our humility that be-hind the fact that
we could encounter the Nembutsu lies the countless causes and con-ditions from the distant
past, and express our devotion, in our grateful response to the benevolence we have re-
ceived, to live a life of Nem-butsu and share its joy with others.

The seed of Nembutsu in Hawaii was planted 135 years ago. Deeply touched by the hardships
of the Japanese im-migrants, the first Hongwanji minister in Hawaii, Reverend Soryu Kagahi,
made a person-al commitment to propagate Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii.

With the gifted Omyogo — the six characters of Namo Amida Butsu— a scroll that had been
personally inscribed by the 19th Monshu Honnyo Shonin, Rev. Kagahi arrived in Hawaii on
March 2, 1889. Rev. Kagahi rented a small house on Emma Street.

He put up a sign that said, “Dai Nippon Teikoku Hongwan-ji-ha Hawaii” — The Hawaii Mission
of Honpa Hongwanji of Imperial Japan.

He displayed the Namo Amida Butsu scroll on the al-tar and conducted a series of services.
At each service, the attendance was large.

After establishing two fu-kyojo branch temples in Hilo and Honolulu, Rev. Kagahi returned to
Japan in October of the same year.

Even though Rev. Kagahi’s ministerial activities in Ha-waii were short term, he laid a strong
foundation for the Nembutsu in the land of Ha-waii. His unwavering commit-ment to
propagating Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii was taken over by successive ministers and devoted lay
members.

The Hongwanji temples became a community for Japa-nese immigrants, helping them
maintain their identity and stay connected to their heritage. Hongwanji estab-lished schools,
nurseries and welfare programs to address the educational and social needs of Japanese
families in Hawaii.

However, during World War Il, the ministers, their families, Japanese immigrants and their
families faced sig-nificant challenges due to prejudice and discrimination against them.
Many ministers and community leaders were considered potential threats, leading to their
arrests and internment.

Despite their feelings of anxiety and insecurity about their unknown future, the families of
ministers and lay members persevered and protected our temples.

After the war, ministers and their families, together with lay members, re-estab-lished the
temples as spiritual and cultural centers of the community.

The simple sign that Rev. Kagahi displayed on a small house in 1889 has since evolved into
the Honpa Hong-wanji Mission of Hawaii, now comprising 32 temples, Bud-dhist Study Center
and Pacific Buddhist Academy.

Throughout the years, more than 350 ministers served the HHMH, including our current
ministers. | can only imagine the number of lay members and friends who have been part of
the Hong-wanji during these years.

Each of them has their own stories to tell.
Each of them has played a significant role at their re-spective temples and posi-tions.



There is no way that | can appropriately acknowledge their devotions and contribu-tions this
morning. | simply feel so grateful for our prede-cessors in keeping the light of the Nembutsu
Dharma.

| feel fortunate that | am able to rejoice in the Nembut-su with all of you today.

Our temples are called “Hongwanji.” Our temples are places where Amida Buddha’s Hongan
(deepest aspiration for all of us) permeates every-where.

When you enter the tem-ple, don’t you feel a unique fragrance that permeates the pillars,
walls, chairs, service books and temple ornaments? This fragrance has been in-grained into
your temple over the years and doesn’t come overnight.

I had the privilege of visit-ing all 32 temples for various occasions during my more than two-
decade career as a minister. Every time | enter the Hondo, | enjoy the unique fragrance of
your temple.

Every temple is unique. Each temple has its own his-tory.
| understand that each item in your temple holds its own significance and unique story.

Please think of the incense burner at your temple, for ex-ample. How many people do you
think have offered in-cense at the incense burner in your temple? Many people have stood in
front of Amida Buddha, offered incense, put their hands together in Gassho and recited the
Nembutsu.

Some may have done so with joy and gratitude, while others may have done so with tears of
separation.

Regardless, as they offered incense, people received the warmth of Amida Buddha’s
Compassion in their own reci-tation of the Nembutsu. It was the voice of Amida Buddha
telling them, “Do not worry,” “I am right here with you” and “l will continue to embrace
you.”

They felt at home with the sound of Namo Amida Butsu.

So, the unique fragrance you experience in your temple is the fragrance of Amida Bud-dha’s
Compassion.

At the end of Kyogyoshin-sho, Shinran Shonin quoted a word from the “Passages on the Land
of Happiness.”

“l have collected true words to aid others in their practice for attaining birth, in order that
the process be made continuous, without end and without inter-ruption, by which those who
have been born first guide those who come later, and those who are born later join those
who were born before.”

Indeed, those of us who are born later join those who were born before us, and we are now
following the path of Nembutsu. Ministers and lay members, your parents and your Dharma
friends . . . Many people found a sense of com-fort and belonging in their re-spective
temples, and then they dedicated their lives to our temples, leaving behind this wonderful
legacy.

Many of our Dharma friends have departed to the Pure Land. But the legacy of their
dedication and contribu-tion still abounds because they are in our voice of the Nembutsu.

When we place our hands together in Gassho, it is not just our pair of hands meeting palm to
palm. When we Gass-ho, we feel the gentle touch of Amida Buddha, Shinran Sho-nin, our
loved ones, and many others, their hands gently embracing the back of our hands.



They help us place our hands together in Gassho so that we, too, can enjoy the fragrance of
Amida Buddha’s aspiration and live our lives to the fullest with Namo Amida Butsu.

Today, WE are the Sangha of the Honpa Hongwanji Mis-sion of Hawaii. Times and liv-ing
conditions have changed dramatically. However, the Light of Amida Buddha con-tinues to
shine upon us, illu-minating our path even more brightly than ever.

Beyond boundaries like nationality, race, gender and culture, | personally believe that our
Hongwanji Temple can become a true home for everyone.

I myself struggle with my imperfections — foolishness, selfishness, ignorance and the
tendency to judge and dis-criminate others. My perspec-tive is often narrow and clouded.
Yet, despite these flaws, | find myself at home in the boundless Wisdom and Compassion of
Amida Bud-dha.

| have a favorite spot in the temple. My favorite spot is the side of the altar where | can see
the profile of Amida Bud-dha. Whenever | stand there, | feel like | am back at home.

When | see Amida Bud-dha’s gentle profile with his body leaning forward slightly, | feel as if
Amida Buddha is saying, “Okaeri” (Welcome home), and | gratefully re-spond to the call by
saying, “Tadaima” (I am back), “Namo Amida Butsu.”

| don’t know why. It may be because Amida Buddha’s profile reminds me of the gentle face
of my mother, who always stood by my side, held my hand, and looked kindly at me.

Shinran Shonin wrote in the “Shoshinge” as follows:
“Though the light of the sun is veiled by clouds and mists,
beneath the clouds and mists there is brightness, not dark.”

My life, as imperfect and human as it is, is illuminated by the Buddha. The same is true for
yours, your family’s, your friends’ and the lives of all others. We are all Amida’s children and
fellow travelers of the Dharma.

Through the Nembutsu, we have learned that even though we all come from dif-ferent
backgrounds and have different perspectives, our lives are intertwined with the oneness of
all lives.

We have learned that ev-eryone’s lives are valued, af-firmed and appreciated, with no one
being excluded.

We have learned that each one of us can truly shine in our unique way, illuminated by the
Buddha.

Because such nonjudg-mental and boundless com-passion permeates every-where, our
Hongwanji, the temples of the Buddha’s deep-est aspiration, can become a true home for
everyone.

As we reflect on the im-mense compassion we have received from Amida Buddha, how can
we continue our lega-cy? How can we repay the debt of gratitude we owe? This is the
assignment that | want to leave with all of you today.

| encourage all of you to continue attending the servic-es and activities at your re-spective
temples. None of us started this journey with our hands naturally placed in Gas-sho. It is not
our own power that enables us to Gassho and recite the Nembutsu today.

It is through the collective experiences of our lives — through joyful experiences, through
sad experiences, through meeting with temple friends and through listening to the Buddha-
Dharma to-gether — that we come to un-derstand and appreciate the truth of the Dharma.



We come to the realization that our finite lives are always embraced by the infinite Light
and Life of Amida Buddha. Such a joyful expression is “Namo Amida Butsu,” our liv-ing heart
of gratitude.

May we savor, appreciate and share the Nembutsu with our families and friends. May the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii continue to thrive as a spiritual home for all who seek
refuge and peace. May the Buddha’s aspiration spread throughout the world.

Thank you all for being an integral part of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.

Congratulations to you all on the 135th Anniversary! To-gether, let us look forward to many
more opportunities to recite the Nembutsu.

Namo Amida Butsu.

2025 HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII THEME AND SLOGAN

The year 2025 is the first year of our five-year theme of “Nurturing Nembutsu” with the
slogan being “Cultivating Awareness.”

2025: Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating Awareness
2026: Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude

2027: Nurturing Nembutsu: Living Aloha

2028: Nurturing Nembutsu: Embracing Everyone
2029: Nurturing Nembutsu: Expanding Community

The founder of our tradition Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, Shinran Shonin emphatically taught
that the Nembutsu, the name of Amida Buddha, verbalized as “Namo Amida Butsu” is an
expression of gratitude, a manifestation of the attainment of the entrusting heart or shinjin,
which is the decisive cause for our birth in Amida’s Pure Land. Moreover, according to
Shinran Shonin as quoted in the Tannisho, only the Nembutsu is true, real and sincere,
because the Nembutsu is the timeless, boundless reality that is beyond the confines of
deluded thinking in the realm of samsaric existence.

The Nembutsu, vocalized in response to the Buddha’s inner voice, makes us aware of who or
what we truly are as foolish, deluded human beings, utterly incapable of awakening to our
true selves as enlightened beings through our own self effort. The Nembutsu is our way of
expressing and sharing gratitude for Amida’s benevolence in offering us a way to transcend
the pain and suffering of all sentient beings. Amida Buddha’s compassion is all-embracing,
meaning everyone, regardless of racial, social, and cultural differences, is included; not one
sentient being suffering in the world of delusion is ever excluded.

The name of the Buddha, expressed in Namo Amida Butsu, in sincere gratitude is the



spiritual nurturing that awakens us to the universality of our suffering and limitations in
samsaric existence. This nurturing, in response to the Buddha’s call, brings us to place the
teaching of the Buddha at the center of our thoughts and fosters a desire to live in peace,
harmony, tolerance, and genuine caring, embracing everyone of our fellow travelers not only
in the Pure Land way but also in the community we are living in with its many differences in
the ways to spiritual fulfillment and awakening, very much like living the Aloha spirit that
has always been a part of our Hawaiian culture.

Every moment of our lives is within the nurturing call of Amida Buddha. In contemplating
Amida Buddha through the recitation of the Nembutsu, we are enabled to break through the
boundaries of our thoughts and words and open our minds to experience our true nature and
reality as is.

Namo Amida Butsu
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani Rev. Sol Kalu (Former assistant)
Bishop Office of Buddhist Education

*The Theme and Slogans were created by representatives from the following organizations/
committees: Commission on Buddhist Education, Buddhist Study Center Program Committee,
Ministerial Training Committee, State Ministers Association, and the Headquarters.

New Officers, Directors Installed

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, left, installed newly-elected officers and board members of the
Hawaii State Federation of Lay Association at its 61st annual convention on September 8 at
Honpa Hong[wanji Hawaii Betsuin. They are, from front left, outgoing president Alan Goto,
Joanne Kealoha, Carol Valentine, incoming president Russell Nonaka, Rene Mansho, Sharon
Higa and Carolyn Uchiyama. Second row, Wayne Yoshioka, Jason Hashimoto, Cynthia Alm,
Edwin Hara, Evan Watarida, Clifford Togo, Pete Doktor, Dennis Tashiro, David Oshiro, Joe
Guzman, Bobbie Nakagawa and Rick Tabor.



Mahalo for Your Contributions and Support

Fune(al Service
Francis Kinjiro Nishizawa-
Martina Nishizawa

In Memory of...
the late...
Evelyn Nakamura-Ken
& Michelle Nakamura
Fumiyo Nagaoka & Family -
Lois Hamada

New Year’s Eve Service
& New Year’s

Ray Paler

Gloria Shimizu

Roberta Yanagawa

Hoonko & Memorial Services

Brooke Foreman

Marie Hashimura-in memory
of Hatsuko Matsushita

Ralph Kitashima

Brook Madrone

Milton Nakamura-in memory
of Hatsuko Matsushita

Carol Saiki

Gloria Shimizu

Lena Walker

Roberta Yanagawa

December 19-January 17, 2025

Columbarium Donation
Melvin Matsumura
Martina Nishizawa

flembefsrio
aron Contrades
Amy Isobe

Tami Takekuma

Hall Rental

Center for Spiritual Liv-
ing

Miscellaneous Donations

Laura Asari

Arleen Fujita

Hanalei Nihonjin Kai As-
sociation

Brook Madrone

Yvonne Masada-White
Dr. Gary & Susan Morita
Martina Nishizawa
Pamela Shimomura

Minister’s Support
Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Shawn Yagi
Rev. Mieko Majima

Volunteer Support
Marie Hashimura
Ralph Kitashima
Haven Kuboyama
Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Rev. Mieko Majima
Brook Madrone
Milton Nakamura
RaY Paler

Kaleigh Ramil

Tami Ramil

Carol Saiki

Calvin & Rona Sakai
Gloria Shimizu
Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland
Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma
Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto
Brian Yamamoto

-

2025 initiatives.

-

General Membership Meeting

New Year’s Gathering

Saturday, February 15, 2025 @ 10:00 a.m. at the parsonage.

The meeting will update you with a financial report, passing the budget, oversee
minister assignment, provide services, ratification of the board’s 2024 actions, and

Following the general membership meeting we will celebrate the new year at the
parsonage. Everyone is welcome to enjoy lunch and have some fun with lucky drawings
and fellowship with friends.
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from the president’s corner...

Aloha Everyone! We hope your new year is off to a great start. We thank you for your
renewed membership, working together to lend a helping hand, and your generous contri-
butions to support the temple. We also thank our Kyodan Board of Directors for their
dedication and commitment to keep the temple operational and making wise decisions in
the best interest of all.

We all belong to a compassionate and inspirational team called the Sangha. Our members,
families, friends and supporters are all a vital part of our Sangha. We are all unique and
participate and contribute to the Sangha in various ways. Let us rely on Amida Buddhd's
guidance and focus our efforts on this year's theme, "Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating
Awareness."”

We hope you will continue to join the Sangha for Sunday services, listen to the meaningful
Dharma Messages and enjoy the fellowship and discussion after the service. Let’s contin-
ue our spiritual journey with awareness, self-reflection and gratitude.

Namo Amida Butsu ...

Board of Directors - We welcome Brook Madrone to our Board of Directors! Thank you,
Brook, for your kind and caring effort to volunteer your time and bring fresh and exciting
ideas to increase our spiritual and community participation.

Hanalei Nihonjin Kai Cemetery Dedication - During the 2018 storm the cemetery was swept
away during a landslide. Many Hongwanji families lost their family gravesite. The Hanalei
Nihonjin Kai Association built a memorial wall which was dedicated with a service officiated
by Rev. Tomo Hojo of West Kauai Hongwanji Mission, Rev. Shawn Yagi of Lihue Hongwanji
Mission and Rev. Kohtoku Hirao of Waimea Shingon Mission on January 11, 2025. The families
will place a tile with the name of their loved ones and attach it to the memorial wall.

Giseikai or 113 Legislative Assembly - Each year delegates from each of the five districts
come together for services, passing the annual budget, and other concerns which are written
into resolutions. They also have the opportunity to listen to various presentations and enjoy
fellowship. | will represent Kapaa Hongwanji as one of the delegates.

Happy Valentine’s Day to YOU!



Memorial Service
February March

Yasuko Watanabe 7th  2/2/2019 Kesa Takahashi 7th 3/4/2019
Fusae Morita 13th 2/6/2013 Kiyoshi Kawamura 7th 3/13/2019
Séeko Kakimoto 7th  2/9/2019 'Clz'lasi(deesh] Ishida 3rd 3/14/2023
”T";ﬁ'j?a Takenaka 17th 2/19/2009  Yoshito ~ Yamaguchi 17th  3/14/2009
Masao Kawamoto 27th 2/23/1999 Il\\l/\.ad;;e Eyl;qta Z;:h g;;gﬁg;g
George  Ouye 33rd 2/24/1993 Li‘;ga”m 1shizawa

Laura Toma 13th 2/25/2013  Kazue Sogawa 13th  3/26/2013
Roy Takahashi 23rd 2/27/2003 Satomi Hadama 7th 3/31/2019

~

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends it’s
deepest Sympathy to families who have
recently lost their loved ones.

In Memorium

Dennis Kiyoshi Sunada

August 7, 1940 - January 20, 2025

ﬁvana Day, commemorates the passih

of Shakyamuni Buddha into Nirvana,
reminding us of the truth of
impermanence and his enduring
teachings. This observance inspires us to
reflect on the Buddha's wisdom and
renew our commitment to compassion
and humility. Through this service, we

Namo Amida Butsu
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honor the interconnectedness of all life
and deepen our gratitude for the path of
the Nembutsu.

%’f}? k Namo Amida Buty
Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement
Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair _
2/1/2025 Group 1 |Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ray Paler Ruby Ishida
Mr. Robert Hiraoka
Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair )
2/8/2025 Group 2 |Mrs. Yasuko Murakami, Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa [Joan Slingerland
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,
2/15/2025 Group 3 Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo, Kay Takekuma
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil
Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
2/22/2025 Group 4 |Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada, Rona Sakai
Mrs. Pat Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair .
3/1/2025 Group 5 Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone Ruby Ishida
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
3/8/2025 Group 6 |Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto, Joan Slingerland
Mr. Winston Kawamoto
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February 2025

Sunday Zoom Service with Rev. Hojo
2/9, 23 9:00 a.m.  Sunday Service
2/16 9:00 a.m.  Nirvana Day

Zoom services are viewed at the temple.

2/7-8 Legislative Assembly
2/15 10:00 a.m. Membership Mtg.
& New Year’s Gathering

For any inquiries regarding funerals or
memorial services, please don't hesitate to
reach out to us at 808.822.4667.

Namo Amida Butsu
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