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ONENESSONENESS  
 KAPAA HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

 
March 2025 

MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP             

HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII 

113TH GISEIKAI LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY  

BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI’S WELCOME MESSAGE 

Good morning, Dharma friends! Welcome to the 113th Giseikai, the Legislative Assembly of 

the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. I am truly grateful for your participation. Whether 

you are joining us in person or virtually, your presence is a testament to your dedication to 

the HHMH. It’s wonderful to see all of you gathered here today, united in our joy of living 

the Nembutsu and our commitment to the future of Hongwanji.  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to our special guests from our sister organizations: 

Mr. Steven Terusaki and Mrs. Kathy Terusaki from the Buddhist Churches of America; Bishop 

Tatsuya Aoki from the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada; and Rev. Kiyonobu 

Kuwahara from the Jodo Shinshu International Office. I know this is not your first time 

joining Giseikai, so welcome back to Hawaii! I sincerely appreciate your continued support 

and collaboration. I hope you enjoy your visit and look forward to exchanging ideas and 

experiences with you. 

I would also like to express my deep appreciation to our ministers, temple leaders, and 

Headquarters staff, who tirelessly share their knowledge, experience, and skills in service to 

their temples, districts, and the larger community. Your dedication and commitment are the 

foundation of our Hongwanji. As we often say, "Teamwork makes the dream work," it is 

through our collective efforts that the Hawaii Kyodan and our temples can continue to 

thrive, sharing the living teachings of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in a world that so desperately 

needs its message of wisdom and compassion. 

Last year, HHMH observed the Triple Celebration, marking the 850th Anniversary of Shinran 

Shonin’s Birth, the 800th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching, and 

the 135th Anniversary of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. It was a joyous occasion 

where the voices of the Nembutsu resounded in the banquet room. I was deeply moved and 

grateful to recite the Nembutsu together with so many ministers and members. That moment 

reminded me of the countless causes and conditions—especially the sacrifices of those who 

lived before us—who dedicated their lives to building and strengthening our organization. 

As we enter the 136th year, let us carry forward the same joy and sense of oneness we 

experienced at the Triple Celebration. Let us continue to listen to the Compassionate Call of 
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Amida Buddha and embody it in our daily lives—at home, in the temple, and in the 

community. 

Now, I want to take a moment to reflect on the current state of our Honpa Hongwanji 

Mission of Hawaii and the challenges we face. Based on the latest statistics, our membership 

has decreased to approximately 3,500, with two temples yet to submit their reports.  

The effects of this decline are becoming more apparent in our temples: challenges in 

leadership succession, reduced income, obstacles in hosting events at previous levels, a drop 

in attendance at Sunday Services and Memorial Services, and fewer individuals reciting the 

Nembutsu during our services. These difficulties cannot be resolved overnight, and at times, 

they may seem discouraging. Some may even wonder if there is a bright future for HHMH. 

However, as we confront these difficulties, let us cultivate the ability to see opportunities 

for growth hidden behind these difficulties. Just as cherry blossom flowers bloom after a 

harsh winter, we, too, can transform these challenges into opportunities that strengthen our 

Sangha and ensure that the fruits of the Dharma continue to flourish. We must do our part so 

that more people—our family, neighbors, members of the community, and even people 

across the country—will encounter the dharma.  (By the way, thank you, Mr. David Oshiro 

and the Kamuela Hongwanji Mission, for bringing the cherry blossoms from the Big Island. 

They are so beautiful!)  

Even amidst our difficulties, let us not forget to see the moments of joy and gratitude that 

abound in our temples: 

A heartfelt conversation with our ministers and members 

The joy of placing our hands together in the Hondo with fellow Dharma friends 

A warm and meaningful talk story over delicious meals and refreshments 

The sense of accomplishment after completing a temple project together 

To me, these moments of joy and gratitude are the very force that motivates us to transform 

difficulties into opportunities—opportunities for even more joyful and meaningful 

experiences to share with others. 

Today, more than ever, people are in search of meaning, guidance, and reassurance. Many 

people experience feelings of disconnect, being lost, or becoming overwhelmed by life’s 

complexities. They are seeking messages that uplift their lives or someone who will listen to 

them with empathy and care. We need to be aware of the people around us—what they are 

feeling, the burdens they carry, and how we can assist them in finding deeper meaning and 

fulfillment in their lives. I firmly believe that the Buddha-Dharma remains significant 

regardless of time or place and possesses a profound ability to bring joy and gratitude into 

people’s lives. The presence of Jodo Shinshu is crucial for fostering a more compassionate 

and caring society.  

I would like to express my gratitude to the ministers, temples, committees, and HQ staff for 

their proactive efforts in tackling the challenges that individuals, both inside and outside our 
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organization, encounter in their daily lives. I encourage you to review the Annual Reports 

from the committees, which highlight the programs and services we introduced last year. If 

anything catches your interest, I invite you to join us and lend a hand.  

Our journey in HHMH is a collaborative one. Ministers, Kyodan Board Members, Temple 

Presidents, and Temple Members—each of us plays a vital role. By working together, sharing 

our collective wisdom and experiences, I believe we can overcome difficulties one at a time 

and smile. Let us cherish every encounter and every opportunity at our temples, and move 

forward with courage, gratitude, and the joyful heart of Nembutsu. May our temples remain 

places of warmth, connection, and spiritual refuge. May we continue to support one another 

and embody the teachings of Shinran Shonin. I humbly ask for your continued support and 

cooperation in making our Hongwanji truly "Hongwanji"—a place where Amida Buddha’s 

profound aspiration and compassion prevail. 

Once again, welcome to the 113th Giseikai. Let us have a meaningful and fruitful meeting. 

Namo Amida Butsu. 

HHMH CONCLUDES 113TH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (Giseikai) 

Ministers, delegates and observers from Jodo Shinshu temples across the state gathered in 

person at the Hawaii Betsuin temple and via Zoom on February 7 & 8, 2025 for the 113th 

Legislative Assembly of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. At this annual event, 

ministers and temple leaders representing all of our district temples get together to review 

our accomplishments and make decisions that will help to sustain and grow our Jodo Shinshu 

Buddhist organization into the future. We were honored to be joined by representatives from 

our sister organizations: from the Buddhist Churches of America, President Steven Terusaki 

and his wife Kathy, from the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada Bishop Tatsuya Aoki, 

and from the Jodo Shinshu International Office Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara.  

Each day begins with a service in the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin Hondo. This is always 

an emotional and spiritual highlight of the Legislative Assembly as the temple is filled with 

beautiful organ music and many voices chanting and singing in harmony. The Friday morning 

service was led by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani as officiant, MC Ms. Emi Hashi, and organist Mr. 

Francis Okano. Messages included a congratulatory message from the Governor General of 

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, Bishop Gyoshin Ikeda (delivered by Rev. Eric Matsumoto), a 

welcome message from Mr. Michael Munekiyo (Wailuku Hongwanji) and the Memorial Sermon 

by Rev. Kazunori Takahashi, Rimban of Hilo Hongwanji. A moment of silence was held for Ingo 

recipients for 2024 and all deceased Hawaii Kyodan ministers and members. Ingo recipients 

who were recognized for 2024: 

Fusae Yamashita Kiyokawa (Hawaii Betsuin) 

Florence Tomoe Sakae (Makawao Hongwanji) 

Fujiko Dochin (Kamuela Hongwanji) 

Rev. Charles Kenko Hasegawa (Buddhist Churches of America) 
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Kahu Sherman Thompson (Lahaina Hongwanji) 

Bruce Yoshiyuki Shimada (Waialua Hongwanji) 

 

The Saturday morning service was emceed by Jaimee Yokoyama of the Jr. YBA. Highlights of 

the Saturday morning service included the installation of 2025 Hawaii Kyodan Officers, 

Directors, and Advisors. Rev. Soshin Kie and Mrs. Akiko Kie, dedicated Jodo Shinshu followers, 

were recognized for their wonderful legacy gift to the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. A 

resolution of appreciation on behalf of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii was presented 

to the Kie family members, Ms. Lily Masuda, Ms. Emma Kie and Ms. Ayumi Kie Weissbuch. 

The Business Session included: 1) A Special Collection of Funds for the Living Gratitude 

Program (following a short presentation led by Ms. Irene Nakamoto) which received over 

$6,000 dollars, 2) The election of the Hawaii Kyodan Officers and Advisors for 2025, and 3) 

passage of four resolutions: i) Bylaws Amendment Relating to Article XIII: Bishop and Relating 

to Article XIV: Internal Components, ii) Appreciation for Rev. Soshin Kie and Mrs. Akiko Kishi 

Kie, iii) Appreciation and Condolence for the Late Reverend Doctor Mary David, and iv) the 

2025 HHMH Budget. 

The resolution establishing the 2025 HHMH Budget is often a subject of discussion. It 

provides for operations at our Headquarters office, board and committee meetings, the 

Legislative Assembly, and other functions such as the Office of Buddhist Education, Jr. 

YBA ,and the Living Treasures presentation. This year the budget included a donation of 

$25,000 to the Pacific Buddhist Academy. The budget process requires careful thought and 

discussion with all components of our organization with review by our Treasurer John 

Toguchi, Finance Committee led by chair Ivan Nakano, and Business Manager Derrick Inouye. 

After review by the Legislative Assembly, the budget for 2025 was passed by unanimous 

consent. 

Fridayʻs program also included many interesting presentations. Mr. David Atcheson, Archives 

Committee Chair, shared his very useful “Archiving Top 10” suggestions for persons 

interested in archiving temple photos and documents. The Archives Committee is a valuable 

resource for anyone with questions on this topic. Head of School Josh Hernandez Morse 

updated the Assembly on developments at Pacific Buddhist Academy by highlighting activities 

of the senior class as they progress through the year. Michael Munekiyo and Derrick Inouye 

updated the Assembly on the work of the Lahaina Hongwanji Recovery and Rebuilding 

Committee as they work through a thoughtful process that includes bimonthly meetings with 

FEMA and rebuilding strategy sessions with the Lahaina Hongwanji Sangha. Related to the 

Lahaina wildfire, Mr. Ryne Masuda of Moiliili Hongwanji has led a multi-year effort to support 

the Lahaina Hongwanji Sangha with sales of “Aloha Maui” t-shirts. Mr. Masuda was able to 

present a check for $28,281.48 to Rev. Ai Hironaka and the Lahaina Hongwanji Sangha.  

Dennis Tashiro and and Ryan Miyamoto of Windward Buddhist Temple shared their temple 

“rebranding” program with the Assembly, highlighting their efforts to enhance their exposure 

in the Windward community through participation in community-wide events, extensive use 
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of social media and meaningful temple activities. Rev. Blayne Higa, Chair of the Social 

Concerns Committee briefed the Assembly with a slide presentation highlighting the 

numerous charitable causes supported by donations to the HHMH Social Concerns fund. 

Fridayʻs presentations ended with a highlights video of the Triple Celebration held at the Ala 

Moana Hotel last September. Follow the link to recall warm memories of that event. 

Following the Saturday morning service, a group picture of the entire Assembly was taken on 

the stairs of the Hawaii Betsuin Hondo. The group was thankful that photographer Alan 

Kubota was safe and sound after the photo session!  

At Saturdayʻs plenary session, the Federation of Jr. YBAs shared their activities with a lively 

slide presentation. The assembly then heard comments from the Buddhist Churches of 

America President Steven Terusaki, Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada Bishop Tatsuya 

Aoki, and Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara representing the Jodo Shinshu International Office. Bishop 

Toshiyuki Umitani delivered his closing remarks and announcements to bring the 113th 

Legislative Assembly to a close.  

We then reassembled at the Hilton Hawaiian Village Hotel Coral Ballroom for the Aloha 

Luncheon and the 50th Annual Living Treasures of Hawaii presentations (see separate article 

below).  

Warren Tamamoto MD 

President, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 

THE 50TH LIVING TREASURES OF HAWAI’I™  

The 50th annual Living Treasures of Hawai’i program honored five extraordinary individuals 

on February 8, 2025. Five remarkable leaders whose expertise and commitment in their 

fields of expertise were honored for having made a lasting impact in Hawai’i and beyond.  

Dennis Sueo Agena shaped the lives of thousands of young athletes for 59 years through his 

Kalakaua Basketball Clinic in Kalihi. Besides the fundamentals of basketball, Coach Agena 

instilled the values of discipline, teamwork, and humility, motivating his athletes to pursue 

higher education and become contributing members of society. 

William “Bill” Char elevated the practice of lei making into a celebrated art form while 

preserving the traditions and techniques of his elders. A dedicated teacher, he has mentored 

countless students, passing on his ancestral knowledge while innovating techniques. His 

efforts to propagate native plants highlight the intersection of cultural preservation and 

environmental stewardship. 

Neil Jacob Kahoʻokele Hannahs profoundly changed the concept of land stewardship for 

generations in Hawaiʻi. A champion of leadership development, he founded First Nations 

Futures, an alliance nurturing ʻōiwi leaders grounded in cultural values. As director of 

Kamehameha Schools’ Land Assets Division, he shifted the focus solely from maximizing 

profits to a holistic approach generating cultural, environmental, and educational benefits. 
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OFFICERS, ADVISORS, AND DIRECTORS OF HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII FOR YEAR 2025 
 
President: Warren Tamamoto (O) 
Immediate Past President:  Pieper Toyama (H) 
Vice Presidents:   Alan Goto (H)    Rene Mansho (O)   Carol Valentine (K) 
 Gary Murai (M)    Jason Hashimoto (HI) 
Secretary: Boyd Marumoto (O) 
Assistant Secretary: Myra Nohara (O) 
Treasurer: John Toguchi (H) 
Assistant Treasurer: Wayne Y. Yoshioka (H) 
Advisors: Joel Determan (H)   Dexter Mar (H)   Russell Nonaka (O) 
 Rodney MoriyamaO)   Wayne Fujioka (K)  Michael Munekiyo (M) 
 Ivan Nakano (HI)   Frederick S. Nonaka(HI)   
Honorary Advisors:  Roy Miyamoto(H)    Keiji Kukino (H) 
 
Directors:     
Honolulu (6) Cynthia Alm    Alan Goto    John Toguchi  
 Wayne Y. Yoshioka   Joanne Kealoha   Prudence Kusano 
Oahu (6) Boyd Marumoto    Rene Mansho   Clifford Togo 
 Carolyn Uchiyama   Evan Watarida   Myra Nohara 
Kauai (2) Lynne Matsumura   Carol Valentine 
Maui (4) Wayde Toyama    Aileen Cockett   Carol Yamamura 
 Gary Murai 
Hawaii (6) Jill Atwal    Edwin Hara    Delbert Nishimoto 
 Margie Kaiser    Joseph Gusman   Jason Hashimoto  

Victoria Holt Takamine preserved and perpetuated sacred traditions of hula for more than four 

decades, and spearheaded efforts to protect traditional Hawai’ian arts and culture. Through 

her PAʻI Foundation, transformative projects affecting artists and fashion designers fostered 

partnerships, all imbued with integrity, courage, and a commitment to service. 

Dr. George Tanabe, Jr. embraced the Buddhist principle that a nationʻs true treasure lies in its 

spiritual and moral integrity. An esteemed academic, he inspired students for decades, before 

championing the dissemination of Buddhist teachings as president of BDK Hawaii and chair of 

BDK America. He continues to organize interfaith seminars, advocate for community cohesion, 

and bridge the divide between religious and cultural communities.  

Kauai Buddhist Council Buddha Day Service 

April 6, 2025, 9:30 a. m. 
Kauai War Memorial Convention Hall 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Blayne Higa 
 

Hanamatsuri, or Flower Festival is held to commemorate the birth of 
Siddartha Gautama in Lumbini Garden. During the service, a flower shrine 
known as hanamido, is set up front of the main altar as a symbol of Lumbini 
Garden. In this shrine is placed a statuette of the infant Buddha, pointing 
his right hand toward the heavens and his left hand towards the earth. The 

Sangha offers flowers and pours sweet tea over the image. Kambutsu is the 
rite of ‘bathing the body of the Buddha.’ This simplified reenactment of the 
Buddha’s birth signifies glory and joy that filled the world at this event. 
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MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS 

Rev. Blayne Higa, currently serving at Kona Hongwanji Mission as its Resident Minister, will 
be assigned to the Headquarters as the Part-Time Director of the Buddhist Study Center and 
the Office of Buddhist Education as of July 1, 2025. Rev. Higa will retain his role as the 
Resident Minister of the Kona Hongwanji Mission while taking on the new responsibilities as 
the Part-Time BSC/OBE Director. 

Rev. Daido Baba, currently serving as the Executive Assistant to the Bishop at the 
Headquarters, will be assigned to Kamuela Hongwanji Mission as its Resident Minister as well 
as to Honokaa Hongwanji Mission, Kohala Hongwanji Mission, and Paauilo Hongwanji Mission 
as their Oversee Minister as of July 1, 2025. Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani will cover the duties 
and responsibilities of the Executive Assistant to the Bishop until the new minister is 
assigned to this position. 

Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support 
January 19 – February 21, 2025 

  
Funeral Service 
The late Francis Nishizawa    
    – Martina Nishizawa 
 
In Memory of the late 
Saeko Kakimoto  
    – Neil Kakimoto 
Kenzo Kawamoto  
    - Edwin Kawamoto 
Francis Nishizawa  
    – Martina Nishizawa 
 
Sunday Service 
Brooke Foreman 
Ralph Kitashima 
Brook Madrone 
Sharon McTavish 
Angela Petel 
Carol Saiki 
Gloria Shimizu 
Roberta Yanagawa 
 
Nirvana Day & Memorial  
Ralph Kitashima 
Brook Madrone 
Sharon McTavish 
Carol Saiki 
Gloria Shimizu 
Roberta Yanagawa 
 
Building Fund 
Richard Kubota 
Haven Kuboyama 
Brook Madrone 
Carol Saiki 
Calvin & Rona Sakai 
Glenn Yagihara 
 

Columbarium 
Francis Nishizawa  
    -Martina Nishizawa 
 
Miscellaneous Donations 
Ethel Aiko Oda  
     – Archival Project 
Brook Madrone  
     – Sangha &  
       Leadership Support 
 
Membership – 2024,2025 
Laura Asari 
Sharon Contrades 
Amy Isobe 
Neil Kakimoto 
Ralph Kitashima 
Edwin Kawamoto 
Winston Kawamoto 
Ralph Kitashima 
Sugako Kojima 
Haven Kuboyama 
Brook Madrone 
Hideaki Murakami 
Hiroko Oshima 
Carol Saiki 
Calvin & Rona Sakai 
Mae Sakamoto 
Joan Slingerland 
Clyde & Kay Takekuma 
Lynsay Tsukamoto 
Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto 
Glenn Yagihara 
Kristin Yanagawa 
Sidney & Roberta Yanagawa 
Etsuko Yoshii 
 

Friends & Supporters 
Jonathon Kato 
Baron Nakamatsu 
Patricia Sugai 
Glenn Yagihara 
Jill Yoshimatsu 
 
New Year’s Gathering 
Jessie Muramaru 
Gloria Shimizu 
Marie Hashimura 
Brook Madrone 
Milton Nakamura 
 
Minister’s Support 
Rev. Tomo Hojo 
Rev. Shawn Yagi 
Rev. Mieko Majima 
 
Volunteer Support 
Marie Hashimura 
Ralph Kitashima 
Haven Kuboyama 
Stanford Iwamoto 
Winston Kawamoto 
Rev. Mieko Majima 
Brook Madrone 
Milton Nakamura 
Ray Paler 
Kaleigh Ramil 
Tami Ramil 
Carol Saiki 
Calvin & Rona Sakai 
Gloria Shimizu 
Pearl Shimizu 
Joan Slingerland 
Clyde & Kay Takekuma 
Erin Takekuma 
Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto 
Brian Yamamoto 
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from the president’s corner … 

 

Aloha Everyone!  Spring has sprung!  As we welcome the month of March, we take this 
opportunity to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all of you.  We are grateful for your 
participation, generous contributions, and tireless dedication to keep our temple as a vital 
entity in the community. It is through your efforts that the spirit of the temple continues to 
thrive. 

Since Covid, the attendance at Sunday Services has declined and we miss seeing your 
familiar smiling faces. We welcome you back to the temple and encourage you to join us for 
the Sunday Services.  We simply listen to the Dharma, receive it, and allow it to unfold into 
our hearts and minds.  We deepen our understanding of the Nembutsu teachings and 
reconnect with the Sangha. Together, the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha guide us in our 
everyday lives, providing us with wisdom, compassion and support.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 

Sunday Services on Zoom  at 9:00 a.m. -Rev. Tomo Hojo and the West Kauai Hongwanji 
Mission invites us to their services.  We view the services together at the temple.  We also 
have the opportunity to observe major services with special guest speakers which are held at 
9:30 a.m. 

Spring Ohigan Service – Ohigan is observed twice a year, during the Spring and Fall 
equinoxes when the day and night are of equal length.  Ohigan signifies the spiritual journey 
from the shore of ignorance and suffering to the shore of enlightenment and liberation.  
Let’s observe this service together.  Date and time to be announced. 

Bon Dance Practice – Monday, March 10 @ 6:00 p.m. and every Monday until July 7 
Everyone is welcome to join the practice. We gratefully acknowledge the services of Pearl 
Shimizu who has been providing the practices for the past 41 years.    

"The Power of Compassion -Rediscovering Your True Value-" by D. Trinidad Hunt                              
Saturday, March 8, 9:00-3:00 pm. on Zoom at the West Kauai, Hanapepe Temple. Clarify 
your purpose-what do you want to achieve by the end of your lifetime. 

Archival Project – We received a purposeful and generous donation to assist us in preserving the rich 

history of our temple for future generations.  It will help us gather, organize, and archive invaluable historical 
materials, including photographs, documents, and oral/written histories. This endeavor will not only honor the 
past but also inspire and educate future generations about our shared heritage. To get started, we would 
appreciate a short remembrance of your experience in the past or present to add to our collection.  We hope 
each of you will be able to write or record one thing to share.  If you are interested in archiving, we would love 
to have you on this committee. You may call or text (808 822-4667), or email: mail@kapaahongwanji.org  

Mahalo!   

Hanamatsuri/Buddha Day Service – Sunday, April 6, @ 9:30 am. Kauai War Memorial 
Convention Hall. Hanamatsuri, or Flower Festival is held to commemorate the birth of 
Siddartha Gautama in Lumbini Garden. We will offer flowers, incense and pour sweet tea 
over the Baby Buddha image in the beautifully decorated hanamido.  The keynote speaker is 
Rev. Blayne Higa of Kona Hongwanji Mission. Following the service, we will have 
refreshments, lucky drawing, and be entertained by the East Kauai Minyo Dancers, Taiko 
Kauai, Koto Music, and Kauai Kendo Club.        

We look forward to seeing you at the events and continue to work together to make this 
month a memorable and enriching experience. 

 

mailto:mail@kapaahongwanji.org


Memorial Service 

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement 

3/15/2025 Group 1 
Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair 
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima Kay Takekuma 

3/22/2025 Group 2 
Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa 

Rona Sakai 

3/29/2025 Group 3 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma – Chair 
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,  
Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo, 
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil  

Roberta Yanagawa 

4/5/2025 Group 4 
Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair 
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada, 

Ruby Ishida 

3/1/2025 Group 5 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai – Chair 
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone 

Ruby Ishida 

3/8/2025 Group 6 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto – Chair 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,  
Mr. Winston Kawamoto 

Joan Slingerland 

 

In Memorium 

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission 
extends it’s deepest Sympathy 
to families who have recently  

lost their loved ones.   

Teri T. I. Murata 

June 30, 1925 – February 9, 2025 

Namo Amida Butsu 

March 

Kesa Takahashi 7th 3/4/2019 

Kiyoshi Kawamura 7th 3/13/2019 

Clyde Takeshi Ishida 3rd 3/14/2023 

Yoshito Yamaguchi 17th 3/14/2009 

Machie Kubota 7th 3/15/2019 

Nisaburo Nishizawa 27th 3/22/1999 

Linda Kazue Sogawa 13th 3/26/2013 

Satomi Hadama 7th 3/31/2019 

Ohigan is a time to reflect on gratitude and its transformative power in our lives. In the 

midst of daily routines, we may overlook the kindness of others and the unseen support 

that sustains us. Yet, when we take a moment to appreciate these connections —
including the guidance of our ancestors and the boundless compassion of Amida 

Buddha—our hearts open to peace and clarity. This Ohigan, let us embrace gratitude, 

recite the Nembutsu, and walk our path with humility and kindness. May this season 

bring warmth and renewal to our hearts.   In gassho with deep gratitude.  

April 

James Wakumoto 23rd 4/1/2003 

Masato Nishimitsu 50th 4/6/1976 

Albert Oshita 7th 4/14/2019 

Robert Hiromu Tsuchiya 13th 4/18/2013 

Bert Hideo Muraoka 27th 4/22/1999 

Tomeyo Michioka 33rd 4/28/1993 



ONENESS 

For any inquiries regarding funerals or me-

morial services, please don't hesitate to 

reach out to us at 808.822.4667.  

Namo Amida Butsu 

The Newsletter of 

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission 

www.kapaahongwanji.org 

Phone (808) 822-4667 

KAPAA HONGWANJI MISSION 

4-1170 Kuhio Highway

Kapaa, Hawaii 96746 

March 2025 

Sunday Zoom Service with Rev. Hojo 
3/2, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30 @ 9:00 a.m.  

Memorial & Ohigan Service 
3/9  @ 9:30 am 

Zoom services are viewed at the temple. 

Bon Dance Practice  
Mondays at 6:00 p.m. 

Starting on March 10, at 6:00 p.m. 
until July 7, 2025 

Practice will be held even on holidays. 
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