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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Spring is a season of transition, a time when nature reminds us of life’s ever-changing flow.
The blooming of the sakura trees signals the arrival of spring, offering beauty and renewal
after the long winter. As the seasons shift, we are given the opportunity to reflect on where
we have been, where we are now, and the path that lies ahead.

In my own family, this season of change feels especially close. As my second daughter
prepares to graduate from Pacific Buddhist Academy in May, she continues to contemplate
her path forward, considering which college she will attend this summer. This time of
transition is filled with reflection—on past efforts, present opportunities, and future
possibilities.

Similarly, many temples observe the Spring Higan Service, a moment to pause and reflect on
our lives. Higan, meaning “the Other Shore,” reminds us to walk the path of the Nembutsu,
illuminated by the Buddha’s Vow. In the midst of impermanence and uncertainty, we find joy
and assurance within the boundless compassion of Amida Buddha, who embraces us just as
we are. - Namo Amida Butsu.

BCA National Council Meeting

The Buddhist Churches of America (BCA), our sister organization on the U.S. mainland, held
its annual National Council Meeting on February 28 and March 1. Representing HHMH,
Michael Munekiyo and Wayne Yoshioka attended the meeting, while | also participated on the
first day via Zoom.

The theme of the National Council Meeting was “A Promise Shared.” In his opening Dharma
message, Bishop Marvin Harada spoke about the Promise, or Vow, of Amida Buddha,
emphasizing that it is now “being shared” through our collective efforts in propagation. He
expressed deep appreciation for the dedication of ministers and temples and encouraged
everyone to continue working together in sharing the Vow of Amida Buddha.



HHMH: Moving Forward

Like the BCA’s National Council Meeting, the HHMH held the Giseikai Legislative Assembly in
February. The messages and reports are available in the previous HQ Update.

| felt inspired and uplifted by the presentations from the temples and committees as they
shared their initiatives. Their efforts demonstrate how HHMH embodies and spreads the joy
of Nembutsu through action, enriching the lives of others and contributing to the welfare of
all beings. Despite the challenges we face, | appreciate our collective efforts in transforming
obstacles into opportunities for growth and deepening our appreciation of the Dharma.

The path we walk today has been shaped by the dedication and compassion of those who
came before us. Similarly, our efforts today will help guide and inspire future generations.
Every action—no matter how small—has the power to nurture the seeds of the Nembutsu,
creating the conditions for others to encounter the boundless wisdom and compassion of
Amida Buddha.

With gratitude and determination, let us continue to share the Dharma and illuminate the
world with the light of the Buddha’s Vow. - Namo Amida Butsu.

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani

CHANGE OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF JODO SHINSHU HONGWANJI-HA

Honzan has announced the members of the new Governing Board of Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-
ha effective on March 10, 2025.

T 3 W, & £ Governor General SONOKI Giko

W % % F B # Governor KUWABA Ryuji

# ¥ ¥ B ZT E  Governor TAKEDA Kuson - in charge of International Department
“ % #® ® I A Governor MATSUBARA Kojin

Bl#afE & M KX #h Vice Governor KIYOOKA Daichi

LARRY MIWA BOOK SIGNING EVENT SUPPORTING PEACE ON YOUR WINGS

| am excited to invite you to the Larry Miwa Book Signing Event to support Peace on Your
Wings on April 27, 4PM-5:30PM at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall.



As “Peace On Your Wings” once again draws nearer in commemoration of the 80th
anniversary of the atomic bombing, we are gearing up for a series of events to help raise
awareness. A wonderful gentleman named Steven Miwa has been on a book tour in memory
of his father Larry Miwa who as a child, wrote a diary just after the atomic bomb
explosion. Larry Miwa established a peace foundation and has also turned his diary into
a book which his son now sells, giving all proceeds to various peace organizations. All
proceeds from this event will go to Ohana Arts for our “Peace On Your Wings” three-city
tour.

As Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is the father organization of this show, your
presence and support are greatly appreciated. Please share this information with your
temple sangha and community.

MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENT

Rev. Sol Kalu, the Resident Minister of Windward Buddhist Temple, will be retiring from
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as of July 31, 2025. Rev. Kalu served Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii for 12 years. Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii expresses our deepest
appreciation and gratitude to Rev. Sol Kalu for his dedication and effort of spreading the
Nembutsu Dharma to our members and community.

YBICSE - YOUNG BUDDHIST INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL STUDY EXCHANGE

HQ distributed YBICSE applications to ministers, presidents and youth leaders on March 13,
2025. YBICSE is an educational trip to Japan, sponsored by the Jodo Shinshu International
Office, Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha, and Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. Participants
will join other young Buddhists from the continental U.S., Canada, and South America to
learn and experience Japanese culture. The program will be held on July 1-9, 2025. During
the program, participants visit Kyoto, Hiroshima, Nara and Tokyo. This time, high school
students are eligible to participate, and five delegates will be selected. The chaperone is
Rev. Tomioka of Puna, Pahala and Naalehu Hongwanji. The registration fee for the 2025
YBICSE is $1,200. This includes lodging, meals, and travel from Honolulu International
Airport to Japan but does not include inter-island travel to HNL.

In addition to the online application form (https://forms.gle/1D2vgMrSMjRHgbES8), each
applicant needs to submit a profile and reference letters from their resident minister and a
fellow temple member to HHMH Headquarters, hgs@honpahi.org. All application materials
must be received by April 25, 2025.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Rev. Baba, hgs@honpahi.org.
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Hanamatsuri: Praising the Virtues of the Buddha

| am honored to have the opportunity to share a few words with the members of Kapaa
Hongwanji through this newsletter. | was kindly invited to contribute an article for this
season, and I’m deeply grateful for the chance to reflect with you once again—especially as
we enter the season of Hanamatsuri.

Hanamatsuri, or the Flower Festival, is a joyful celebration of the birth of
Shakyamuni Buddha. In Japan, this is often observed with colorful
decorations, sweet tea poured over infant Buddha statues, and a sense of
spring’s renewal in the air. But beyond the beauty of the flowers and
rituals, Hanamatsuri is a moment to remember something profound: the
birth of a human being who would one day awaken to the truth, and
through his awakening, offer light to the world.

Although he was born a prince, it would be mistaken to think that he lived in some ideal or

sheltered world. His royal status did not guarantee him peace of mind. And importantly, he

did not seek to found a religion or to control the minds of others. Rather, | believe he was a
sincere human being who struggled to understand the nature of suffering, and to find a path
beyond it—for himself and for others.

We often look at the law of cause and effect (Engi) by starting from the cause and
predicting outcomes. But when we reverse this perspective—looking from the result back
toward the cause—we can see something deeply moving. The fact that Shakyamuni
(Siddhartha Gautama) became a Buddha tells us that even at the moment of his human
birth, he was already on a path shaped by countless past lives, moving steadily toward
awakening. His life was not random; it was the unfolding of great karmic conditions.

Many new ideas emerge, gain attention, and then fade as time passes—overwritten by newer
thoughts. Even in today’s world, we tend to place our trust in science as the ultimate source
of truth. And yet, science itself continues to evolve. What we believe to be certain today
may be revised or overturned tomorrow. Our understanding is always in motion.

But the path taught by Siddhartha Gautama has endured. Even after 2,500 years, it
continues to live within our hearts. His footsteps, his insight, and his deep compassion are
not relics of the past—they are quietly alive in the present, guiding us still.

The historical Buddha, Shakyamuni, was not born into comfort in the truest sense. He was
born into a world of impermanence, suffering, and constant change—just like ours. And yet,
through deep reflection and sincere practice, he realized a way of being that was free from
delusion, hatred, and attachment. His teachings were not theories or ideals, but expressions
of a compassionate heart that had seen the true nature of life.

To praise the virtues of the Buddha, Buttoku-Sandan, is to turn our attention to the
boundless qualities he embodied: profound wisdom, immeasurable compassion, and fearless
courage. It is to acknowledge that in a world full of confusion and anxiety, someone arose
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who saw clearly, and who spoke not from superiority, but from deep empathy and care.

Praising the Buddha is not about placing him on a pedestal, far removed from our lives.
Rather, it is about awakening a sense of gratitude within ourselves. The Buddha’s life invites
us to see that we too are embraced by the same truth he realized—that the light of
compassion reaches even the darkest corners of our lives.

When | reflect on this, | am reminded of the condition of our human lives. We worry about
many things—from the trivial to the profound. We are often caught in thoughts, fears,
regrets, hopes. And many of us, even up to the moment of death, remain tangled in such
concerns. It is not easy to let go. But the Buddha did not turn away from this reality.
Instead, he was born into it. He lived it. He sat beneath the Bodhi tree not to escape
suffering, but to face it fully and awaken to something beyond it.

In that sense, Hanamatsuri is not just a birthday celebration. It is a reminder that someone
appeared in this world who saw into the heart of human suffering—and revealed a path
toward liberation. This liberation is not from the outside world, but from within. | believe
we often become bound by our own thoughts—pushed and pulled by desire, fear, and
judgment. The Buddha did not seek to escape life, but to awaken within it. His teaching
continues to free us, not by controlling what we think, but by helping us see the nature of
thinking itself.

Through his life and teaching, we come to hear the Name of Amida Buddha. Without
Shakyamuni’s birth and his sharing of the Dharma, we would not know of Amida’s Primal
Vow, nor the boundless embrace that is extended to all beings, just as we are. It is because
of the historical Buddha that we encounter the Nembutsu. It is because of his compassionate
activity in this world that we are able to say “Namo Amida Butsu” and entrust ourselves to
the great compassion that surpasses our understanding.

So as we place flowers around the image of the Buddha, as we pour sweet tea and bow our
heads, let us remember: we are not merely celebrating a birth long ago. We are praising the
appearance of boundless virtue into this world—a light that continues to shine in the
darkness of our hearts. And we are expressing our gratitude for the fact that, through this
birth, we have come to know the working of Amida Buddha.

To praise the Buddha is to be moved by his compassion. It is to feel, even briefly, the
presence of something greater than ourselves—a wisdom and love that does not abandon us,
even in our weakness.

This Hanamatsuri, may we take a moment to pause and offer flowers of gratitude—through
words, through Nembutsu, or simply through silent reflection. And in doing so, may we be
reminded of the path the Buddha walked, and the light he made visible for all of us.

With deep gratitude,
Rev. Mieko Majima
Central California District
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from the president’s corner...

As the spring season unfolds, we are reminded of our interconnected lives which we are
deeply grateful for. We extend our heartfelt appreciation to each of you for your continued
support. Your contributions of time, effort, and resources toward the building repair fund,
archival project, and special events such as Hanamatsuri and Bon Dance are deeply
appreciated and vital to our temple’s growth and strength.

We are grateful for the ongoing support of Rev. Tomo Hojo, Rev. Shawn Yagi, and Rev. Mieko
Majima. We also anticipate the assignment of an oversee minister, who will be assisting
Kapaa Hongwanji one day each week beginning in June.

In April, we will be observing Hanamatsuri, which is a joyous celebration of the Buddha's
Birthday! This observance is sponsored by the Kauai Buddhist Council. We hope you will



take this opportunity to join us for this service, which will take place on Saturday, April 6,
at the Kauai War Memorial Convention Hall. The service will begin at 9:30 a.m. and
highlight a Dharma message by our guest speaker, Rev. Blayne Higa, resident minister of the
Kona Hongwanji Mission. Following the service, an entertaining cultural program will
feature Koto Music by Rose Alfiler Pabonair, East Minyo Dance Club led by Pearl Shimizu,
Kauai Kendo led by Elton Ushio and Taiko Kauai led by Diane Nitta.

Archiving Committee - We would like to share some exciting news about our efforts to
preserve the rich history of Kapaa Hongwanji. As you know, archiving our historical items is a
significant undertaking, and I'm pleased to announce the formation of an Archiving
Committee to spearhead this project. I'm especially grateful to Brook Madrone who has
graciously agreed to be the chair of this committee.

We've already benefited from valuable insights and guidance from Dave Atcheson, Archives
Chair of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, as we begin this endeavor.

To make this project a success, we need your help. We are looking for volunteers who are
passionate about preserving our temple's legacy to join the committee. If you're interested in
contributing your time and talents, please do not hesitate to contact me at 808-822-4667.

Additionally, we invite you to share your memories and experiences at the temple. Whether
it's a funny anecdote from your Dharma School days, a heartwarming recollection from a Jr.
YBA event, something that made you unhappy or a story about Bon Dance, fundraising,
temple services, or even yard cleaning, we want to hear it all. Please feel free to share your
oral (taped on cell phone) or written history. Also, we would love to hear how things have
changed from the past to the present.

Eshin-ni Kakushin-ni Day Service - Sunday, April 27 @ 9:30 a.m.

West Kauai Hongwanji Women’s Association will be hosting the service sponsored by the
Kauai United BWA. The guest speaker will be Linda Nagai, BWA Federation president from
Kona Hongwanji Mission. It will be a Zoom and in person service at the Hanapepe Temple.

Bon Dance Committee - Ralph Kitashima will be the chair of the Bon Dance Committee and
is beginning to organize the various subcommittees. Your help is needed to volunteer as
chairs or assistants for these committees. We welcome all who can assist in making this
year's Bon Dance enjoyable and successful for our community. Stay tuned for the 1°* Bon
Dance Committee Meeting which will be coming up soon. Also, Pearl Shimizu has started Bon
Dance practices, which are held on Mondays at 6:00 p.m. and will continue until July. All are



Memorial Service

April May

James Wakumoto  23rd 4/1/2003 fl(amer; Oshita 33rd 5/1/1993

Masato Nishimitsu ~ 50th  4/6/1976 azuma

Albert | Oshita 7th 4/14/2019 ﬁj;g%et Yamaguchi 17th  5/7/2009

Robert Hi- guchiya ~ 13th  4/18/2013  Clayton  Kakimoto 1st  5/8/2024

Bert Hideo Muraoka 27th  4/22/1999 Egrt‘funo Oshita 27th  5/9/1999

Tomeyo Michioka 33rd 4/28/1993 Ellen Higa 7th 5/27/2019
Evelyn Nakamura 3rd 5/28/2023

/ 2025 Bon Dance Schedule \

June 13 -14
June 20 -21
June 27 -28
July 4 -5
July 11-12

Qly 25-26

July 18-19

Waimea Shingon Mission
Lihue Hongwanji Mission
Kauai Soto Zenshuji

No Bon Dance

West Kauai Hongwanji
Hanapepe Temple

Kapaa Hongwanji
Mission

Waimea Higashi

-~

In Memorium

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission
extends it’s deepest Sympathy
to families who have recently

lost their loved ones.

Namo Amida Butsu

Hongwanji Mission

~

%

J \

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

4/26/2025

Group 1

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima

Rona Sakai

5/3/2025

Group 2

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Ruby Ishida

5/10/2025

Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,

Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Joan Slingerland

4/5/2025

Group 4

Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada,

Ruby Ishida

4/12/2025

Group 5

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone

Joan Slingerland

4/19/2025

Group 6

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,

Mr. Winston Kawamoto

Kay Takekuma
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April 2025

Hanamatsuri @ Convention Center
4/6 @ 9:30 am

Sunday Zoom Service with Rev. Hojo
4/13, 4/20 @9:00 a.m.

Eshinni Kakushinni Day Zoom Service
with Rev. Hojo
4/27 @ 9:00 a.m.
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Zoom services are viewed at the temple.

Bon Dance Practice
Mondays at 6:00 p.m.
until July 7, 2025

Practice will be held even on holidays.
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