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AUGUST 2025

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI

As we have announced, we are bidding farewell to Rev. Sol Kalu and Rev. Shindo Nishiyama
as they prepare to retire from active ministry with the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
this summer. As Bishop, and also as a fellow minister serving within the Hawaii Kyodan, |
would like to express my heartfelt respect and deep appreciation for both ministers.

Rev. Shindo Nishiyama joined HHMH in 1991. He has served at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin, Waimea Hongwanji Mission, Hanapepe Hongwanji Mission, Koloa Hongwanji Mission,
and Executive Secretary (Currently, Executive Assistant to the Bishop) at the Headquarters.
Since 2005, he has been with Jikoen Hongwanji Mission. In addition to being the Resident
Minister of Jikoen, Rev. Nishiyama has also overseen the Kailua Hongwanji Mission (Windward
Buddhist Temple) and later served as Acting Rimban at Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin.

Rev. Sol Kalu joined HHMH in 2010 initially as a kaikyoshi-ho. He served at the Honpa
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, and during that period, he received his Kyoshi Certification and
became a kaikyoshi. He then served at Makawao Hongwanji Mission from 2012 to 2015. After
leaving active ministry due to certain circumstances, he returned to HHMH in 2018. Since
then, he has served at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, the Office of Buddhist
Education at Headquarters, Mililani Hongwanji Mission, and most recently, the Windward
Buddhist Temple.

Throughout their years of dedicated service, Rev. Kalu and Rev. Nishiyama have tirelessly
supported our temples and nurtured our Sangha with sincerity, humility, and compassion.
They have shared the teachings of the Nembutsu not only through words, but through their
actions, embodying the warmth, wisdom, and joy of the Dharma in their daily lives and in
their interactions with others.

Their commitment to the Nembutsu path and their service as Kaikyoshi Ministers have left a
profound and enduring impact on our community. The seeds they have planted—through
their leadership, their Dharma guidance, and their heartfelt presence—will continue to grow
and flourish within the lives they have touched. We are truly grateful for the legacy they
leave behind and we wish them peace and fulfillment in the next chapter of their journey.

Following their departure, | have made the ministerial assighments for Windward Buddhist
Temple, Jikoen Hongwanji Mission, Pearl City Hongwanji Mission, and Waipahu Hongwanji
Mission. More detailed announcements can be found below this message.



| would like to express my appreciation to all the ministers and members of the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii for your dedication and contribution at your respective temples
and districts. Let us continue to walk the path of the Nembutsu together, illuminated by the
Compassionate Light of Amida Buddha.

Namo Amida Butsu.

MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS (JINJI)

Rev. Mariko Nishiyama, the Resident Minister of the Pearl City Hongwanji Mission, will serve
as the Oversee Minister of the Jikoen Hongwanji Mission during the month of September
2025. She will then be transferred to serve as the Resident Minister of Jikoen Hongwanji
Mission, effective October 1, 2025.

Rev. Jeffrey Soga, the Resident Minister of Waipahu Hongwanji Mission, will be appointed as
the Oversee Minister of Pearl City Hongwanji Mission, effective October 1, 2025. He will
continue his role as Resident Minister of Waipahu Hongwanji Mission and oversee the Waianae
Hongwanji Mission until it officially closes on December 31, 2025.

CONDOLENCE
Mr. Setsuo Ushio, the former President of the Lihue Hongwanji Mission (1976-1978), passed

away on April 29, 2025. The Posthumous Title (INGO) of Ko-Yo-In (t#ERz) , meaning “the
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one who reflects brilliance,” was conferred upon Mr. Setsuo Ushio by Bishop Toshiyuki
Umitani in recognition of his dedication and service to the Lihue Hongwanji Mission and the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.

IN REMEMBRANCE AND REFLECTION: Commemorating 80 Years Since the End of World
War Il

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii’s Office of the Bishop and Peace Day Committee, in
collaboration with the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin and the Honolulu District Ministers
Association, will hold an event, “In Remembrance and Reflection: Commemorating 80 Years
Since the End of World War Il,” on Thursday, August 14, 2025, at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin.

On the occasion of the 80 anniversary of the end of World War I, we gather in solemn
remembrance of all those whose lives were profoundly affected by the consequences of war.
We reflect on the immense human cost of conflict, and through the preservation of historical
memory, we seek to deepen our understanding and commitment to peace.

Guided by the Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha, we rededicate ourselves to
building a community—and a world—where every life is equally valued and embraced. May
this gathering inspire us to walk together on the path toward a more peaceful and
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harmonious society.

A _Commemoration Service will take place at 5:00 pm at the Hawaii Betsuin Hondo,
featuring guest speaker Ms. Sadae Kasaoka from Hiroshima, Japan. Ms. Kasaoka was
exposed to the atomic bomb when she was 12 years old, in her first year of girls’ high
school. At the moment of the explosion, she was at home, located 3.5 km (2.2 miles) from
the hypocenter.

68th JR. YBA STATE CONVENTION

The Jr. YBA held their annual state convention on June 20-22, 2025, hosted by the United
of Honolulu. The theme of "Hello Kitty & Friends” was used to symbolize friendship,
openness, and kindness. There were 43 participants from 4 districts: Honolulu, Oahu,
Maui, and Hawaii. The guest speaker was Stacey Hayashi, filmmaker and author famous
for her work with telling the stories of the 100th Infantry battalion and 442nd Regimental
Combat team. For many of the Jr. YBA members, the youngest of whom were born in the
year 2013, this was their first exposure to the story of the Japanese American Nisei
veterans. The Jr. YBA members gained a new reverence and appreciation for the
veterans. Convention attendees also had workshops like Hello Kitty character pizza-
making and a friendship onenju bracelet exchange. Of course, they conducted business
meetings, passed a budget to be requested at Giseikai, and elected new Federation
officers. And they even raised $600 with their auction of snacks and treats from each
United, which will be donated to the HHMH Social Concerns fund. A big thank you to the
United of Honolulu for hosting and everyone who donated and supported to make this a
wonderful experience for the youth and

Federation Officers (2025-2026) Contest Winners

President - Maslyn Kaneshiro Takeuchi Jr. YBA of the Year - Kaya Blum
Vice-President - Diandra Thomson Oratorical Contest - Yuma Kamuro
Secretary - Taylor Kunimitsu Essay Contest - Yuma Kamuro
Treasure - Riann Shiro Art Contest - Maslyn Kaneshiro

Takeuchi & Miyaka Nishihira

MANOAPHOBIA BACK-TO-SCHOOL EVENT ON AUGUST 28

Manoaphobia will be held on Thursday, August 28 at 5:00 pm at the Buddhist Study Center.
It's a casual event to celebrate the start of the new school year and make new friends and
connections. Dinner and games will be provided. Please spread the word to any interested
college students. Contact ehashi@honpahi.org by August 27 to RSVP.



mailto:ehashi@honpahi.org

REFLECTIONS ON THE YBICSE PROGRAM IN JAPAN

Upon our arrival at Kansai Airport, we were immediately met with intense heat and
humidity. Throughout the program, held from July 1 to 9, the demanding weather didn’t
diminish our enthusiasm or the significance of meeting fellow youth participants from
diverse districts.

During the closing ceremony at Tsukiji Hongwanji in Tokyo, participants gathered in a circle
to share reflections. | was pleasantly surprised by the overwhelmingly positive feedback.
Participants expressed heartfelt gratitude for connections with peers from Canada, the
mainland, South America, and students from Kyoto Women's University. They attended early
morning services at Hongwanji in Kyoto and Tsukiji Hongwanji, and, due to a scheduling
conflict that led to the cancellation of their meeting with Gomonshu-sama, were given the
rare opportunity to access the area behind the altar at both temples. They also visited the
Hiroshima Peace Museum—where they listened to the powerful testimony of an atomic bomb
survivor—and toured historic sites including Mt. Hiei and Higashi Hongwanji and more.

The YBICSE experience is unique, offering not only cultural immersion but also profound
religious enrichment beyond daily life. Participants were deeply touched by Namo Amida
Butsu—the boundless compassion and guiding wisdom of Amida Buddha—through exposure to
environments rooted in Buddhist values. Initially, participants stayed within their district
groups; however, they soon forged new friendships and developed a greater understanding
and respect for each person's unique perspective and life experiences. This growth
reaffirmed the Dharma Message shared by Rev. Ryoei Nanjo: that Great Compassion is ever-
present, and Great Wisdom continually guides us—even amid personal struggles.

Participants from Hawaii included David Yamamoto (Hilo), Yuya Fukutomi (Mililani), Maslyn
Kaneshiro-Takeuchi (Hawaii Betsuin), along with BWA exchange students Kana Suzuki (Pearl
City) and Chihiro Okawa (Aiea), who briefly joined before starting their own program. The
sentiment that "youth are our treasure” resonated deeply, as these young individuals,
illuminated by Amida Buddha, continue to enrich the world through their actions. As a
chaperone (despite a few misadventures with train navigation), | was reminded that each
individual, myself included, is a treasure embraced by Amida Buddha's care and
understanding. The YBICSE program reaffirms that such treasures exist worldwide and that
mutual sharing benefits everyone, beyond all differences.

In conclusion, | express my heartfelt gratitude to Bishop Umitani for trusting me as a
chaperone, to Rev. Daido Baba (former Executive Assistant) for his coordination efforts, to
JSIO (Jodo Shinshu International Office) and committee members for their planning, and to
everyone whose support—seen and unseen—made this program not only possible but also
meaningful.

(Rev. Satoshi Tomioka, 2025 YBICSE Chaperone)



IN REMEMBRANCE AND REFLECTION
Commemorating 80 Years
Since the End of World War I

A Narrative from a Hiroshima Hibakusha
& an Exhibition on the Atomic Bombing

On the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the end of World War Il, we gather in
solemn remembrance of all those whose lives were profoundly affected by the
consequences of war. We reflect on the immense human cost of conflict, and
through the preservation of historical memory, we seek to deepen our
understanding and commitment to peace.

Guided by the Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha, we rededicate ourselves
to building a community—and a world—where every life is equally valued and
embraced. May this gathering inspire us to walk together on the path toward a more
peaceful and harmonious society.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 2025

COMMEMORATION SERVICE

At 5:00 p.m.

Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin
(Access to parking is from 1742 Lusitana Street)

Guest Speaker: Ms. Sadae Kasaoka

Ms. Kasaoka was exposed to the atomic bomb when she was 12 years old in her first
year of girls’ high school. At the moment of the explosion, she was at home, which
was 3.5 km (2.2 miles) away from the hypocenter.

ATOMIC BOMB PHOTO POSTER EXHIBITION

In the Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
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Event Organizers:
Honpa Hongwaniji Mission of Hawaii-Office of the Bishop and Peace Day Committee

Honpa Hongwaniji Hawaii Betsuin
Honolulu District Ministers Association

With special cooperation from the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and Ms. Sadae Kasaoka


https://hongwanjihawaii.com/event/end-of-ww2-commemoration-service/

2026 HHUMH Theme/Slogan
POSTER CONTEST

NURTURING NEMBUTSU:
SHARING GRATITUDE

The winning entry will be featured on a statewide postert

ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED BETWEEN
AUGUST 1 - OCTOBER 31, 2025

POSTER GUIDELINES - LINK to detailed guidelines

e Visually express the theme/slogan "Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing
Gratitude"

¢ How do we express gratitude in our daily lives?

¢ How does saying Namo Amida Butsu help us recognize the
kindness we receive?

¢ What do we receive by sharing gratitude?

e Through your art, reflect on what it means to share gratitude
with your family, friends, and the world around you

e Poster can be created using any medium (e.g., painting, drawing,
digital art, photography) but must be submitted as a high-
resolution digital file (JPEG, PNG, or PDF).

e Dimensions: Standard poster size (24" x 36" or equivalent in
digital format).

¢ Be original and do not include any copyrighted images or text.

Click on this LINK Prizes will be
fo.enfer or use awarded to the
this QR Code TOP 5 POSTERS

NOTE - need to login
with a Google Account

QUESTIONS?
Debbie Kubota | dekub88@gmail.com

» SPONSORED BY THE COMMISSION OF BUDDHIST EDUCATION -

/S
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/13IKcQ8LtPdWQJa_3CD5z8c45Usg7i9pG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112936781375238002880&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefLeMbhGLLvZTdftUJNKDr8Ipyv2FS2wsULEP7JXOZWYyAqQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112936781375238002880
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefLeMbhGLLvZTdftUJNKDr8Ipyv2FS2wsULEP7JXOZWYyAqQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112936781375238002880
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefLeMbhGLLvZTdftUJNKDr8Ipyv2FS2wsULEP7JXOZWYyAqQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112936781375238002880

Inurnment Service

In loving memory of...
Robert Hiraoka - Bernice

Hiraoka

Obon Service
Mildre Cifuentes
Marie Hashimura
Jim Jung

Ralph Kitashima
Brook Madrone
Phil O’Rourke
Angela Petel
Carol Saiki

Joan Slingerland
Roberta Yanagawa

Sunday Service
Ralph Kitashima
Brook Madrone
Angela Petel
Carol Saiki

Joan Slingerland
Roberta Yanagawa

Choba Donations

Raymond Kawamoto

Haven Kuboyama

Jessie Muramaru

Shelly Konishi -in memory
of John Isobe

Shelly Seifert

Yvonne Masada White

Minister’s Support
Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Mieko Majima
Rev. Shawn Yagi

Temple Support
Marie Hashimura
Ralph Kitashima
Haven Kuboyama
Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Rev. Mieko Majima
Brook Madrone
Milton Nakamura
Kaleigh Ramil
Taryn Ramil

Carol Saiki

Calvin & Rona Sakai
Gloria Shimizu

Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support
June 24-July 21, 2025

Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland

Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma

Tami Takekuma

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto

Brian & Wendy Yamamoto

Columbarium Donation
Bonnie Peel

Miscellaneous Donations
Marie Hashimura

Garden Isle Arts Council
Jessie Muramaru

Membership
Sharon Contrades

Dawn Murata
Roy & Leila Nishida
Phil O’Rourke
Sadie Sunada

Rental & Lawn Care
Center for Spiritual Living

Obon Volunteers
Eugene Ancheta
Irene Cecconi
Wilma Chandler
Madison Doo
Anne Eulalio
Sandra Fukuda

Hanalei Nihonjin Kai Assoc.

Marie Hashimura
Avis Hirohara
David & Ruby Ishida
Paul Ishida

Clifton Iwamoto
Stanford Iwamoto
Violet Iwamoto
Regina Kawamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Ralph Kitashima
Venus Lazaro
Brook Madrone
Sharon MacTavish
Colton Mills

April Murakami
Heide Murakami
Iris Murakami
Yasuko Murakami
Dana Murata

Obon Volunteers (Cont.)

Jamie Nakamura

Milton Nakamura

Nadine Nakamura

Malia Napoleon

Lorna Nishimitsu

Ray Paler

Justin Palakiko

Angela Petel

Kaleigh Ramil

Taryn Ramil

Mona Roberts

Carol Saiki

C. Saiki

Calvin & Rona Sakai

Chad & Jennifer Sakai

Kai, Mia & Leilani Seshiki

Gloria Shimizu

Pearl Shimizu

Wayne Shimizu

Joan Slingerland

Camie Sone

Jared Sunada

Juston Sunada

Lane Sunada

Mary Sunada

Sadie Sunada

Dianne Tabura

Kay & Clyde Takekuma

Erin Takekuma

Tami Takekuma

Rev. Takaaki Tanabe

Lynsay Tsukamoto

Nancy Wilson

Rev. Shawn Yagi

Henrietta Yamaguchi

Marie Yamamoto

Brian & Wendy Yamamoto

Kapaa High School Key

Club
Marc Binonwangan
Nyreelyn Laguatan
Colten Nagahisa
Trinity Pananganan
Faith Pascual
Ethan Racelo
Benjaleena Winningham

Center for Spiritual Living
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from the president’s corner...

Aloha Everyone! Our heartfelt thanks to each of you for your support during our recent Obon
Festival. Your dedication, spirit, and helping hands made the celebration truly meaningful and
enjoyable for our community

We also take this opportunity to extend our sincere appreciation to Rev. Shawn Yagi for offici-
ating the Hatsubon Service, Obon Service, Welcome Chanting and ministerial support during the
festival.

The dance ring was filled with dancers adorned in kimonos and happi coats, moving in unison
gracefully, a tribute to our ancestors whose lives continue to guide and inspire us.

We are grateful for your compassion, your time, and your energy. May this month bring peace,
good health, and continued connection as we walk together in gratitude and joy.

Rev. Shawn Yagi will be at Kapaa Hongwanji on Wednesdays from 9:00 - 4:00 pm.

He will also be officiating an in-person service on August 31 at 9:00 am, and the last Sunday of
each month. You may call the temple on Wednesdays, to make an appointment or speak to Rev.
Yagi. The Kapaa Hongwanji office phone number is 808 720-9069. You may also call our
original number, 808 822-4667 for assistance.

Kauai District Minister’s Lay Assistant Retreat will be held on August 23 from 9:00-11:30
am. at Lihue Hongwanji Mission. Deadline to register is August 15.

We extend a warm welcome to Rev. Mieko Majima on Sunday, August 24 at 9:00 am. She
will be visiting Kapaa Hongwanji to say hello to our Sangha and officiating the service. Follow-
ing the service, we will have refreshments at the parsonage. She is visiting us on her way to
Japan and will be leaving on Sunday afternoon.

Mahalo for Lanterns of Remembrance
In Memory of...

Charles & Helen Saiki -C. Saiki
Masao Sakai’s Family, Lawrence & Nancy Matsuda

Robert Hiraoka- Bernice Hiraoka

Kashiko & Yoshiko Kuboyama -Calvin & Rona Sakai
-Haven Kuboyama _ Pedro Munoz Family, John Slingerland Family

Kunioka Family -Monica Kunioka -Joan Slingerland
Madrone Family -Brook Madrone Masuichi Hashimoto Family, Yoshikazu & Gladys
MacTavish Family -Sharon McTavish, Togikawa- Camilla Sone

Sakai & Yoshiko Osaki Family, Sunada Family, Dennis Sunada- Sadie Sunada
Takao Muramaru, Larry & Nancy Higashiyama Family, Oshita Family
Matsuda -Jessie Muramaru -Kay & Clyde Takekuma
Sueki Nakamura -Sally Nakamura Masao & Suzuyo Yamamoto, Kenneth & Lauretta
Hideichi & Alice Yamada Yamamoto, Saisuke & Tsui Yamamoto, Takizo &

-Bonnie Peel & Virginia Yamada Matsuno lida -Kathleen Yamamoto

Yasutaro Saiki & Family Matsuda Family, Yanagawa Family
-Carol Saiki - Roberta Yanagawa




Yoshikazu
Kimi
Hideichi
Asayo

Koigawachi

Eiichi
Fumiye

August
Mildred Emiko Fujimoto

Togikawa
Shinseki
Yamada

Fukuda

Sadanaga
Nakamura

17th

50th
50th
23rd

17th

27th
17th

Memorial Service

8/5/2009

8/10/1976
8/11/1976
8/13/2003

8/15/2009

8/17/1999
8/28/2009

August
Alice Yamada 3rd 9/7/2023
Tony Yamamoto  23rd 9/13/2003
Kikuyo  Matsushima 13th 9/25/2013
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In Memorium

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends it’s
deepest Sympathy to families who have
recently lost their loved ones.

Namo Amida Butsu

J
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August begins with quiet prayers for peace in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

We remember the lives lost—the children, civilians, and soldiers on all sides of the war.
Japanese and American, young and old—so many were taken before their time.

But remembrance alone is not enough. Peace is not simply the absence of war—

it is the presence of empathy, courage, and the will to care for others. Peace begins in
each of our hearts, with small choices rooted in gratitude and compassion.

Namo Amida Butsu

~
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Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

8/30/2025

Group 1

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair

Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima

Roberta Yanagawa

9/6/2025

Group 2

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Ruby Ishida

8/2/2025

Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,

Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Ruby Ishida

8/9/2025

Group 4

Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada,

Joan Slingerland

8/16/2025

Group 5

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone

Kay Takekuma

8/23/2025

Group 6

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,

Mr. Winston Kawamoto

Rona Sakai




KAPAA HONGWANUJI MISSION
4-1170 Kuhio Highway
Kapaa, Hawaii 96746

ONENESS

For any inquiries regarding funerals or me-
morial services, please don't hesitate to
reach out to us at 808.822.4667.

Namo Amida Butsu

The Newsletter of

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission L&,
www.kapaahongwanji.org

Phone (808) 822-4667

August 2025

Sunday Zoom Service with Rev. Hojo
8/10, 8/17 @ 9:00 am

Zoom services are viewed at the temple.

In person Service

Sunday Service With Rev. Majima
8/24 at 9:00 a.m.

oo
[ /l >

<

Sunday Service With Rev. Yagi
8/31 at 9:00 a.m.
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