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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

The 68" Jr. YBA State Convention took place at BSC and Moiliili Hongwanji Mission
from June 20 to 22, 2025. Below is the message from Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, which
was posted in the Convention Booklet.

68th JR. YBA STATE CONVENTION CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

On behalf of the ministers and sangha members of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii, | warmly congratulate you on the 68™ Jr. YBA State Convention. | sincerely hope
that through connections, learning, and fellowship with your Dharma friends, you will
deepen your understanding of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism and find joy in being part of our
vibrant Hongwanji community here in Hawaii.

When | first heard this year’s convention theme, “Hello Kitty and Friends,” | remembered
the days | watched the Hello Kitty DVDs with my daughters and wondered, “What
relevance does Hello Kitty have to the Jr. YBA Convention?” Yet, after some reflection, |
realized that Hello Kitty and her friends embody many Buddhist values—especially
friendship, kindness, and connection—all of which align beautifully with the teachings of
Buddhism.

For example, with her simple yet heartfelt expressions, Hello Kitty reminds us that even
small acts of kindness can brighten someone’s day. Similarly, the Buddha’s teachings
guide us to cultivate wisdom and compassion and to strive to be “kind and gentle to
every living thing and protect all who are weaker than myself.”

Additionally, the characters in Hello Kitty’s world each have unique personalities, yet they
live in harmony, supporting and accepting one another. Similarly, Buddhism teaches us
that while we are all different, we are deeply connected within Amida Buddha’s Golden
Chain of Love. Our thoughts, words, and actions— whether positive or negative—impact
those around us. This reminds us to “try to think pure and beautiful thoughts, to say pure



and beautiful words, and to do pure and beautiful deeds, knowing that on what | do now
depends not only my happiness or unhappiness but also that of others.”

As you engage in the activities of this convention, | encourage you to reflect on how all
lives, including yours, shine beautifully within Amida Buddha’s Golden Chain of Love.
Regardless of our differences— whether in age, gender, nationality, or beliefs—Amida
Buddha’s Compassionate Light embraces us all. Within this warm embrace, let us strive, no
matter how big or small our actions, to bring peace and happiness to all beings in the
world.

Lastly, | would like to express my deep gratitude to the members and advisors of the United
Jr. YBA of Honolulu for your dedication to making this convention possible. To all
participants: May you treasure this experience, build lasting friendships, and continue to
walk the path of the Nembutsu with joy and confidence. Namo Amida Butsu.

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

A MESSAGE FOR PEACE TO COMMEMORATE 80 YEARS SINCE THE END OF WORLD WAR Il

This year marks the 80" year since the end of World War IlI. First and foremost, | offer my
heartfelt condolences to all those around the world who lost their lives in that devastating
war. | also express my deepest sympathy to those who suffered unimaginable hardship—
losing family, homes, and enduring countless forms of sorrow—due to the war.

War is a collective act carried out between nations that takes lives and tramples upon the
dignity of life. It is a tragic expression of human ignorance and foolishness in its most
horrific form. During World War Il, in Asia, the Pacific, and across the globe, both allies
and enemies alike—combatants and civilians—suffered tremendous losses. On Japanese
soil, Okinawa experienced a devastating ground battle. The atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki annihilated both people and entire cities. Tokyo, Osaka, and many other
cities were reduced to ashes through air raids. And yet, it is part of our history as a
Buddhist organization that we once cooperated with and even glorified that war.

Shinran Shonin stated, “If the karmic cause so prompts us, we will commit any kind of
act.” When illuminated by the Buddha’s teaching, we come to see our true selves—beings
so easily swayed by circumstances that we are capable of the most tragic and shameful
acts. Precisely because of this, we must never again allow such conditions to arise.



Since the end of the war, our organization has engaged in various efforts to realize
peace, including an annual memorial service for all who died in the war. However, as
those with no direct experience of war now make up the majority of the population, the
painful memories of war are gradually fading. We must not forget our past—a past in
which we failed to question the national and social context of that time, and mistook
what was wrong for what was right. We must hold a deep sense of remorse and strive
never to let our past fade away, guided by Shinran Shonin’s words, “The nembutsu alone
is true and real.”

We are awakened to the reality that all life—past, present, and future—is embraced by the
compassionate vow of the Buddha. We must honor those who came before us, cherish
those living now, and convey our aspirations to those yet to be born.

Our organization should carry forward the painful stories of war passed down to us by our
predecessors so that their experiences will not be in vain. People around the world
continue to suffer from wars and conflicts even at this very moment. It is our important
role as a Buddhist organization to sympathize with their pain and sorrow, deeply reflect
on ourselves, and pass on the Nembutsu to the nextgeneration.

Continuously reflecting on the past, questioning ourselves, and considering what we can
do now and what we can leave behind for future generations —these are the matters of
true importance. On the 80" year commemoration of the end of the war, | offer this
message for peace.

April 14, 2025
Governor General SONOKI Giko

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENT

Rev. Shindo Nishiyama, the Resident Minister of Jikoen Hongwanji Temple, will be
retiring from Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as of August 31, 2025. Rev. Nishiyama
served Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii for 34 years. Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii expresses our deepest appreciation and gratitude to Rev. Shindo Nishiyama for his
dedication and effort of spreading the Nembutsu Dharma to our members and
community.




IN REMEMBRANCE AND REFLECTION: Commemorating 80 Years Since the End of World
War i

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, the Office of the Bishop and Peace Day Committee,
in collaboration with the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin and the Honolulu District Min-
isters Association, will be holding an event, “In Remembrance and Reflection: Com-
memorating 80 Years Since the End of World War II” on Thursday, August 14, 2025,
at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin.

On the occasion of the 80™ anniversary of the end of World War Il, we gather in solemn
remembrance of all those whose lives were profoundly affected by the consequences of
war. We reflect on the immense human cost of conflict, and through the preservation of
historical memory, we seek to deepen our understanding and commitment to peace.

Guided by the Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha, we rededicate ourselves to
building a community—and a world—where every life is equally valued and embraced.
May this gathering inspire us to walk together on the path toward a more peaceful and
harmonious society.

A Commemoration Service will take place at 5:00 pm at the Betsuin Hondo, featuring

guest speaker Ms. Sadae Kasaoka from Hiroshima, Japan. Ms. Kasaoka was exposed to the
atomic bomb when she was 12 years old, in her first year of girls’ high school. At the mo-
ment of the explosion, she was at home, located 3.5 km (2.2 miles) from the hypocenter.

An Atomic Bomb Photo Posters Exhibition will also be held in the Hawaii Betsuin Social
Hall from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

BSC SUMMER SESSION KAUAI SATELLITE SEMINAR
“Buddha, Dharma, Sangha” and the “European Sangha”

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Enrique Galvan-Alvarez

Time: Wednesday, July 30, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (HST)
Location: Online (Zoom link will be provided after registration)
Registration Fee: Free

Donations can be made to the Kauai Hongwanji Council. Please make a check payable to
Ka%%y‘-‘lgngwanji Council and send it to Kapaa Hongwanji Mission 4-1170 Kuhio Hwy, Kapaa,
HI .

Registration Deadline: July 23, 2025
Registration: https://forms.gle/tZzwe4PWCPW1ugYE9

For further information, please see the attached flyer. Everyone is welcome!


https://forms.gle/tZzwe4PWCPW1ugYE9

from the president’s corner...

Aloha Everyone! July is the month of celebrations commemorating the 4" of July, and the
Obon Festivals of remembrance and gratitude. Kapaa Hongwanji will be celebrating our
Obon Festival on July 18-19. We honor our ancestors not only with a service, ceremony,
and dancing but we strive to live our lives with compassion and gratitude guided by the
Buddha’s teachings. We express our appreciation for all that our ancestors have done for us
and acknowledge the perpetuity of their deeds which continue to influence our lives. May
this season deepen our awareness of impermanence and renewed appreciation. Together,
let us continue to walk the Nembutsu path with open hearts and grateful minds. Namo

Amida Butsu...

The following are the upcoming events:
Hatsubon Service - July 18 at 6:00 pm at the temple for all who passed away from July 2024
to July 2025. It will be our loved ones first Obon service. Everyone is welcome to attend.

BSC Summer Session Kauai Satellite Seminar - July 30 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Zoom with Dr.,
Rev. Enrique Galvan-Alvarez. “Buddha Dharma, Sangha and the European Sangha.” Please

register by July 23, 2025. No fee.

Kauai District Minister’s Lay Assistant Retreat - August 23 from 8:00-11:30 am at Lihue
Hongwanji Mission. It will offer Kauai district members the opportunity to learn about basic
etiquette, altar set up, cleaning procedures and more. Please register by August 15. Lunch
will be provided and there’s no fee.

Funeral Service

In loving memory of...
Teri Terue Ibara Murata -
Dawn Murata

Memorial Services

In memory of...

Teri Terue Ibara Murata -
Dawn Murata

Masako Matsumura - Mel-
vin Matsumura

Evelyn Nakamura - Ken &
Michele Nakamura

Inurnment Servicc-_j
Dawn Murata - Teri Terue
Ibara Murata

In Memory of... .
Jessie Muramaru - Teri
Terue Murata

Building Fund Donation
Sally Nakamura
Barbara Tsunehiro

ibuti g
Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support I L

May 19 - June 23

Sunday Services
Mildre Cifuentes
Ralph Kitashima
Carol Saiki

Gloria Shimizu
Joan Slingerland
Roberta Yanagawa

Columbarium Donation
Anonymous

Membership Donation
Sharon Contrades
Jessie Muramaru

Sally Nakamura

Roy Taogoshi

Miscellaneous Donations

Jessie Muramaru - news-
letter

Sally Nakamura - news-

letter, calendar

Ono Punzal - Bon Dance

YA

<

Hall Rental
Center for Spiritual Living

Volunteer Support
Marie Hashimura

Ralph Kitashima
Haven Kuboyama
Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Rev. Mieko Majima
Brook Madrone

Milton Nakamura
Kaleigh Ramil

Taryn Ramil

Carol Saiki

Calvin & Rona Sakai
Gloria Shimizu

Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland

Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma

Tami Takekuma

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto
Brian & Wendy Yamamoto




Kapaa Hongwanji Mission
4-1170 Kuhio Hwy.
Kapaa, HI 96746
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July 1, 2025

Dear Members, Families, Friends and Supporters,

We are looking forward to our Bon Dance which will be held on July 18-19, 2025.
Kapaa Hongwanji will be observing the Hatsubon Service on Friday, July 18 at 6:00 p.m
The service will be officiated by Rev. Shawn Yagi.

“Obon is a time to remember and honor all those who have passed on before us. We show our
appreciation for all that they have done for us and acknowledge the perpetuity of their deeds
which have influenced our lives.”

Let us honor and remember our ancestors with a “Lantern of Remembrance.” You may select one
of the three sizes of lanterns. Small=8 inches, Medium-10 inches, and Large-12 inches. A family
name or individual’s name may be attached to each lantern.

It is a wonderful opportunity to express our gratitude to our ancestors for establishing the temple
as a gathering place to share the Buddha’s Teachings with the present and future generations.
Lanterns will be displayed at the temple prior to the Hatsubon Service and during the Bon Dance.

A donation to the temple will be gratefully appreciated. The deadline is July 15, 2025.
Everyone is WELCOME to observe the Hatsubon Service and view the lanterns.

We sincerely appreciate your thoughtful remembrance and grateful for your generous
donation.

Name: Date:

Address:

Phone:

| would like to donate a lantern in memory of my loved one or family.
In Loving Memory of 1. FAMILY or 2. Name:
__ Small (8 inches) $25.00 donation
____Medium (10 inches) 50.00 donation

___ Large (12 inches) $75.00 donation Total Amount Enclosed:

Please make checks payable to Kapaa Hongwanji Mission
Send to 4-1170 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, HI 96746.



July 6, (Sat.)

@ 7:30-8:00 am

July 6-12 (Sat.) @ 7:30 am

July 15 (Tues.)

July 16 (Wed.)

July 17 (Thurs.)

July 18 (Fri.)

@ 7:30 am

@7:30 a.m.

@ 7:30 am

@ 9:30 am

@ 7:30 am

@ 10:00 am

@ 1:00 pm
@ 2:00 pm

@ 3:00 pm.

@ 4:00 pm.
@ 5:00 pm

@ 5:30 pm
@ 6:00 pm
@ 6:00 pm
@ 7:15 pm
@ 7:30 pm
@ 9:45 pm

@10:00 pm

2025 Bon Dance Work Schedule

Put up Bon Dance sign.

Hang wiring for lighting and sound system.
David will work out his schedule.

Prep veggies for chili.
Parsonage - cover tables & carpeted floor w/paper.

HFM Bread delivery (7:00). Place loaves on tables in living room.
Remove bread ends to make breadcrumbs for filling

Chop onion and celery for flying saucer filling.

Prepare spices for flying saucer filling.

Wash woks and get 2 stands ready to cook FS filling. (Lane)
Cook Chili. (Clint)

Ground Beef (80# = 8-10# bags from Wailua Meat Co.

Cook flying saucer filling. (Lane)

Wash flying saucer irons.

Measure and bag pronto pop dry ingredients. Delivery 9-10 am.
Wash chairs, wipe tables & hang lanterns. (outside)

Butter bread slices for flying saucer.

Arrange chairs around the dance ring.

Put up skirting around the yagura.

Set up Speakers & microphones. (David)

Put up signs and rope off parking. Need 14 spaces.

Signs for handicap parking by blue CSL fence.

Set up lanai with tables, warmers, steamer and chairs.

Bring 2 large coolers to the lanai for ice delivery and 1 for bottled
water.

Put up signs, menus sign, menu order forms, pencils, calculators.
Receive ice delivery and fill coolers with bottled water.

Wash rice for chili bowls and musubi. (4 pots, 80 cups)

Fill bread w/flying saucer filing. (Parsonage living room.)

Cook rice and heat chili in oven.

Begin grilling flying saucer.

Begin preparation for cooking pronto pop.

Prep chili bowls with rice and chili. Make and pack musubis.

125 Bentos for Food Booth delivered by Clint

Place table at yagura for small drums, take out and set up large drum.
Cooler with ice and water for the drummers by the yagura.

Set up Choba table at the top of the ramp at the temple.

Runners take flying Saucers, pronto pops, chili bowls and musubi to the
food booth and place in warmer and cambros.

Open Choba table before Hatsubon Service.

Obon & Hatsubon Service: Rev. Yagi. No loud music during service.
Open Country Store and Food Booth

Opening Ceremony - chanting by Rev. Yagi on the yagura.

Dancing begins - M.C. to welcome dancers to the ring.

Begin cleaning up food booth. Take valuable equipment to the garage
and large items in the bathroom.

Closing - Thank you by Ralph Kitashima, Bon Dance Chair.

Bring drums into the temple. P.A. system and microphone to the office.



July 19 (Sat.) @ 7:30 am
@ 8:30 am

@ 1:00 pm
@ 2:30 pm

@ 3;30 pm
@ 4:00 pm
@ 6:00 pm
@ 6:00 pm
@ 7:15 pm
@ 7:30 pm
@ 9:30 p.m.

@10:00 pm

July 20 (Sun.) @ 7:30 am

@ 11:00 am

Clean lanai and bathrooms and empty trash.
Refill paper towels, toilet Tissue and hand soap.

Butter bread slices for flying saucer.

Clean and set up the lanai.

Dispose of excess trash at County refuse transfer station

Ice delivery for water cooler

Wash rice for musubis and 50 UFOs - 1-1.5 pots, 20-30 cups

Fill bread w/flying saucer filling.

Begin preparation for cooking pronto pup.

Cook rice. Fry goterberg for UFOs.

Prepare musubis and UFOs and pack.

Begin grilling flying saucer and pronto pop.

Open Choba table. No service.

Open Country Store & Food Booth

Opening Chant on the yagura by Rev. Yagi. Silence please.
Dancing Begins

Begin taking the food, supplies, equipment to the garage and parsonage
Take down signs from side of hall and put away.

Take extra toilet tissue and paper towels to the garage.

Closing - Thank you by Raph Kitashima

Bring drums to temple.

Wash down the lanai and bathrooms. Empty trash in bathrooms
Clean sink and toilets. Refill paper towels, toilet tissue and hand soap.

Pick up trash, clean and tidy up premises.

If dumpsters are full, dispose of excess trash at County refuse station.
Take cans/bottles to be recycled outside garage.

Trash and recycle bins to the garage. Wash if necessary. Return recycle
bins on Monday.

Take down and put away lanterns, electrical wirings and audio system.
Clean and put away chairs and tables.

Clean grilling area and store grills.

Move yagura to storage area.

Vacuum and sweep parsonage. Clean kitchen and refrigerator.

Clean and dry the large refrigerator and freezer in garage.

Wash, dry and put away all equipment and utensils.

Take inventory of leftover supplies, pack and put away.

Lunch for workers. Thank you very much for working together to make
the Bon Dance an enjoyable experience for all.

Donations for the Country Store

We welcome all bakers, cooks, and crafters. Please contribute to the upcoming
Bon Dance Country Store, on Friday, July 18, and Saturday, July 19, 2025. We
welcome donations of delicious baked goods, pickles, jams, handcrafted items,
and sewn creations. If you would like to contribute, please drop off your items at
the social hall lanai at 9:30 a.m. on Friday or Saturday. Your generosity and
support are greatly appreciated. We look forward to a wonderful event!



Betty
Kimiko
Chotaro

Doreen
Reiko

Fusako
Yanagida

Harry
Masao

Happy
Sueno

Ethel
Yoshiko

Toshiko
Yoshio

July
Miyazaki

Koga

Koerte
Harada
Nakamura
Haraguchi

Yonemura

lida
Nagao

23rd

50th
3rd

3rd

13th

7th

23rd

7th
50th

Memorial Service

7/2/2003

7/3/1976
7/13/2023

7/15/2023

7/20/2013

7/27/2019

7/29/2003

7/30/2019
7/30/1976

/2025 Bon Dance Schedule

August
Mildred Emiko Fujimoto 17th 8/5/2009
Yoshikazu Togikawa 50th 8/10/1976
Kimi Shinseki ~ 50th 8/11/1976
Hideichi Yamada 23rd  8/13/2003
ﬁé?ggwachi Fukuda  17th  8/15/2009
Eiichi Sadanaga 27th 8/17/1999
Fumiye Nakamura 17th 8/28/2009
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Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends it’s
deepest Sympathy to families who have
recently lost their loved ones.

In Memorium

Robert Yasutaka Hiraoka
January 7, 1930 - May 13, 2025

July 11-12 WKH  Hanapepe Temple
July 18-19  Kapaa Hongwanji Mission N Amida But
. . . . amo Amida Butsu -
July 25-26  Waimea Higashi Hongwanji K pate
Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement
Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
7/19/2025 Group 1 |\r. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima Kay Takekuma
Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair .
7/26/2025 Group 2 Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa Rona Sakai
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto, .
B/2/2023 Group 3 Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo, Ruby Ishida
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil
Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair .
8/9/2025 Group 4 Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada, Joan Slingerland
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair .
71512025 Group 5 Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone Ruby Ishida
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
7/12/2025 Group 6 [Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto, Joan Slingerland
Mr. Winston Kawamoto




KAPAA HONGWANJI MISSION
4-1170 Kuhio Highway
Kapaa, Hawaii 96746

ONENESS

For any inquiries regarding funerals or me-
morial services, please don't hesitate to
reach out to us at 808.822.4667.

Namo Amida Butsu

The Newsletter of

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission L&,
www.kapaahongwanji.org

Phone (808) 822-4667

June 2025

Sunday Zoom Service with Rev. Hojo
7/6,7/20 @ 9:00 am

Zoom services are viewed at the temple.

In person Service

Sunday Service With Rev. Yagi
July 27 at 9:00 a.m.
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Bon Dance Practice
Mondays at 6:00 p.m.
until July 7, 2025

Practice will be held even on holidays.
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