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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI

Note: Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani delivered the following message at the
Hawaii Kyodan Board of Director’s Meeting on Saturday, September 6, 2025.

Good morning, everyone. Thank you very much for attending the Hawaii Kyodan’s Board
of Directors meeting this morning. | have submitted both my written and chronological
reports. All of these reports ought to be clear on their own. If you have any questions or
comments, please let me know later.

As we begin September, | would like to sincerely thank our ministers, lay leaders, and
temple members for your service and dedication. Many of the temples send their temple
newsletters to the HQ. | enjoy reading them. We also share some of your temple news in Ka
Leo Kahea. Each time | see these updates, my heart is warmed. | feel truly grateful for
everything you are doing to share Amida Buddha’s Compassion and to make our communities
more harmonious and compassionate.

We know that sharing the Dharma is not always easy. It takes patience, effort, and
sometimes the results are not immediately visible. Yet | believe people are touched more
than we realize. Many people receive courage, comfort, and hope through Honpa
Hongwanji. The Buddha-Dharma has the power to enrich lives—and because we have
experienced this joy ourselves, we naturally want to share it with others.

Today we live in a world filled with information, yet also with isolation, confusion, and
uncertainty. The Dharma can be found online or in books, but | believe the true heart of the
teaching can only be felt at the temple. Sitting before Amida Buddha, placing our hands
together, chanting the sutras, listening to a Dharma talk, meeting Dharma friends, and
participating in temple activities—this is where the teaching becomes real. The temple is
our spiritual home, a place of comfort, belonging, and support.

It reminds me of the story of planting seeds. A farmer does not see results overnight. Seeds
lie quietly in the soil, unseen, while the farmer waters and cares for them. Over time, with
patience, careful planning, and steady effort, growth appears. Our temples are like that
field. Through services and everyday activities, we are planting seeds in people’s hearts.
We may not always see the growth right away, but the seeds arethere.



This is why our work as ministers, board members, and committee chairs is so vital. We
are not just managing finances and administration—we are helping ensure the soil stays
fertile, the environment is right for growth, and people can bloom their flowers. Our
leadership must ensure that our organization remains strong, welcoming, and meaningful
for people today and for generations to come.

Looking ahead, we recognize the challenges we face. These challenges will not be solved
overnight, but like seeds, growth takes time. Like farmers, we never know if this winter will
be rainy or stormy, but with careful planning, open discussion, and sincere dedication to
our mission, let us engage inwhat we can do today.

Once again, thank you for your dedication. Together, let us continue planting and nurturing
the seeds of the Dharma so that our organization remains a source of light and inspiration
for our communities—now and far into the future.

Namo Amida Butsu.

MINISTER’S LAY ASSISTANT RETREAT

The HHMH Ministerial Training Committee will host the 2025 Minister’s Lay Assistant
Retreat at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin on October 25, 2025. This retreat is
specifically designed for individuals who have been designated as Minister’s Lay
Assistants (including Certified MLAs) at their temples and are actively involved under the
guidance of their minister mentors. The retreat aims to provide a platform for participants
to review and enhance their knowledge and skills relevant to their roles as MLAs.

Ministers who have MLAs and/or CMLAs are requested to encourage their MLAs/CMLAs to
attend this retreat. Additionally, a travel subsidy may be available for those coming from
the neighbor islands. For those who are not yet designated as MLAs but are interested in
attending the retreat, please consult with your temple minister about the process of
becoming an MLA.

"FAREWELL TO MANZANAR" FILM SCREENING: 10/19 AT HAWAII BETSUIN

Please join us for a free film screening of Farewell to Manzanar on Sunday, October 19,
2025, in the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall. Doors open at 4:30 p.m.,
screening at 5 p.m.

Refreshments provided. RSVP at honpahi.link/manzanar
or email wesleyumchawaii®@gmail.com.
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COMMISSION ON BUDDHIST EDUCATION

2026 Poster Contest

Hongwanji Hawaii’s Commission on Buddhist Education is sponsoring a poster contest to
visually express the 2026 Hongwanji theme/slogan “Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing
Gratitude.” The focus will be on "How do we express gratitude in our daily lives? How does
saying Namo Amida Butsu help us recognize the kindness we receive? What do we receive by
sharing gratitude?” Through art, entrants are asked to reflect on what it means to share
gratitude with their family, friends, and the world around them.

Posters can be created using any medium (e.g., painting, drawing, digital art, photography)
but must be submitted as a high-resolution digital file (JPEG, PNG, or PDF). Poster
dimensions: Standard poster size (24" x 36" or equivalent in digital format).

**Hereis the link to enter and submit the digital poster file: http://honpahi.link/poster26

Near the top of the form, you will find links to detailed submission guidelines and a
website news item with more information.

The deadline for poster submission is October 31, 2025.

**Link to 2025 HHMH Theme/Slogan Poster Contest winners & all entries: https://
hongwanjihawaii.com/blog/2024/12/26/poster-contest-entries/

The winning poster will be selected as a statewide poster promoting the 2026 Theme and
Slogan.

Rev. Shawn Yagi (Kauai Commissioner) and Debbie Kubota (Honolulu Commissioner) are the

chairs of this project. Please contact Debbie Kubota at dekub@gmail.com if any questions
arise.

Sunday, October 19 - Virtual Dharma School Gathering via Zoom

This is an intergenerational offering - all ages are encouraged to attend!
Theme - Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating Awareness

Dharma Message will be given by Reverend Tomo Hojo, West Kauai Hongwanji

Adult Breakout Room Message will be presented by Ms. Edythe Vassall, Former Ka Leo Kahea
Managing Editor, Member of Hilo Betsuin, BWA and Board of Spiritual Affairs

**Please register using this link: https://forms.gle/gK8QJqJebxbgz4AVA
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SHINING SPIRIT AWARD
Deadline: November15

PURPOSE:

To recognize youth in Hawaii for their outstanding community service and embodying the spirit of
selfless giving. Our aim is to inspire the next generation to understand and embrace the
importance of serving and contributing to the greater good of society. With this honor, we
believe these young individuals will continue to grow into Living Treasures in our community.

ELIGIBILITY:
10-20 yearsold
Legal resident of Hawaii
Engaged in activity for at least 12 months prior to date of application

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION:
Impact on Community: Evidence of meaningful change, whether through addressing a community
need, improving quality of life, or inspiring others.

Initiative: How does the individual demonstrate leadership, show creativity in problem-solving or
developed new ways to address issues.

Effort: How does the individual exemplify dedication and resilience, demonstrate consistent,
sustained effort in their projects or causes, even under challenging circumstances

Personal Growth: Describe how the individual gained new skills, built confidence, or learned
valuable lessons that have contributed to their personal development.

NOMINATION PROCEDURE:
An organization or person from the community (teacher, advisor, counselor, mentor, clergy, coach,
etc.) may nominate a young person for this recognition by submitting the following:

Nomination form with information on the nominee (Attached)
Recommendation letters (maximum of three)

You may submit completed nomination forms and recommendation letters:
By mail - Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Attn: Youth Award
1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, HI 96813
By Email - admin@honpabhi.org
Dropped off at Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii during office hours

The completed nomination form and letters of recommendation must be received by the Living
Treasures of Hawaii™ Committee no later than November 15, 2025. Any nomination received
after December 1 will be considered for the following year. If selected, parental consent will be
required if the nominee is under 18 years of age. The selection committee reserves the right to
not select an honoree, and the decision of the committee is final. For more information,
please call the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii main office at (808) 522-9200.


mailto:admin@honpahi.org

In Memory of Jane Taeko Takesono Hyde

Jane Taeko Takesono Hyde, born S,ep-tgmber 29, 1941 and died July 13,
2025, was the oldest child of Rev. Seikaku and Oyobu (Elaine) Takesono who
served at the Kapa’a Hongwanji Mission between 1950-1968. She was born in
Olaa, Hawaii but was soon interned with her mother in Jerome Relocation
Center until 1946 while her father remained with the Dept of Justice Japanese
Internment system in New Mexico for most of that time. After a few years in
Honolulu with the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, Rev. Takesono, along
with the entire Takesono family of four children, was assigned to Kapa’a
Hongwanji Mission. Because of the unusually long tenure at the Kapa’a
Hongwanji Mission, Kapa’a is considered the hometown of the Takesono
family. Being the oldest child of very vigorous parents and the urgent need to
restore Kapa’a Hongwanji as an important contributor to the Kapa’a sense of
community, Jane had many responsibilities and duties at the church. She
graduated from Kapa’a High School in1959 while serving as the co-editor of
the school newspaper (the Tradewind?) and continued her education at the
University of Hawaii and received a Bachelor’s degree from the University of
Kansas. She then embarked in a career in elementary school education with
teaching assignments in Denver, CO and Azusa, CA. She received a teaching
assignment with the US Department of Defense school system in Japan where
she met her husband, Shelby Hyde, and in the 1970’s they returned to the US
so Shelby could continue his Ph.D. studies at Columbia University in New York
City. They eventually settled in New Jersey where Jane taught in the Fort Lee,
NJ school system until her retirement. Their life was full there with two
children, Jocelyn Hyde Cheng and Alan Seikaku Hyde and five grandchildren.
She was a member of the New York Buddhist Church but chose to return
home to Hawaii where her ashes are interred at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin.

ﬁpwu mitted, "
Dr. Jerald Satoru Takesono

Encl: donation in honor of Jane Taeko Takesono Hyde



Kauai Hongwanji Council Nembutsu Seminar

Daily Life and Jodo Shinshu

Sunday, October 12, 2025, 9:00 am (HST)
Zoom & Kauai Hongwanji Temples
Guest Speaker: Reverend Yuki Sugahara

Let us learn together that entrusting ourselves to the working of Other Power
1s the path that nurtures a heart of peace and gratitude in our daily lives.

Reverend Yuki Sugahara was assigned by Bishop Marvin Harada as the
new Rimban of the Buddhist Church of Sacramento effective summer 2023.
From July 2011 until June 2017, Rev. Sugahara served as minister of the Florin
Buddhist Church. Since June 2017, he has served at the Oregon Buddhist
Temple in Portland, Oregon. Rev. Sugahara was originally from the Shimane
prefecture, north of Hiroshima; he comes from a family of ministers from both
his mother’s and his father’s side in Japan tracing back 15 generations.

Registration Fee: Free (Registration Required)
Donations can be made to the Kauai Hongwanji Council. Please make a check payable to Kauai
Hongwanji Council and send it to Kapaa Hongwanji Mission 4-1170 Kuhio Highway, Kapaa, HI 96746.

The maximum capacity is 100 people, first come, first served. We will email you a Zoom link three
days prior to the seminar

Platform:

The seminar will be held via Zoom. The Kauai Hongwanji Council temples will participate from their
respective temples. Please select your participation location—either your temple or Zoom—when you
register for the seminar.

Temple Locations:

- Kapaa Hongwanji Mission - Lihue Hongwanji Mission
4-1170 Kuhio Hwy, Kapaa, HI 96746 3-3556 Kuhio Hwy, Lihue, HI 96766
Phone: (808) 822-4667 Phone: (808) 245-6262

- West Kauai Hongwanji Mission
1-3860 Kaumualii Hwy, Hanapepe, HI 96716
Phone: (808) 335-3195

Click below to register!

“Registration Deadline: October 5, 2025
https://forms.gle/tfC{fzXD7vHLkrBpA7

When you complete the seminar registration, you will receive an automatic confirmation email from
Google forms.




Mahalo for Your Contributions & Support

In Memory of,,,

Jane Taeko Hyde - Dr. Jerald
Takesono

Masuo & Masayo Kamehiro -
Edith Hashizume

Kazumasa & Elaine Morita -
Jaime Barna & Cheryl Morita

Herbert Osaki -
Joseph & Laura Wahl

Sunday Services
Marie Hashimura
Jim Jung

Ralph Kitashima
Marian Ogata

Phil O’Rourke
Richard Palacio
Angela Petel

Carol Saiki

Gloria Shimizu
Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland
Brandi Yamamoto
Braxton Yamamoto
Patricia Yamamoto

Bon Dance Choba
Hiroshi & Hazel Fujimoto,
Richard Fujimoto -
Yvette Fujimoto
JS Teraoka, Riyo Teraoka -
Joann T. Kawane

August 18 -September 21, 2025

Lanterns of Remembrance
In memory of...
Francis Nishizawa -

Martina Nishizawa
Teruo & Maria Kitashima,
MasumiHayward -

Ralph Kitashima

Obon Booth Donation
Hanalei Nihonjin Kai Association
Kelsey Haraguchi

Miscellaneous Donations
Laura Asari
Arthur Fujita

Building Fund Donation
Marie Hashimura

Membership
Sharon Contrades

Marie Hashimura
Gloria Shimizu
Wade Yamamoto

Columbarium
Viginia Yamada
Wade Yamamoto - In memory
of..
Joan & Masao Yamamoto

Hall Lease
Center for Spiritual Living

Minister’s Support
Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Shawn Yagi
Rev. Mieko Majima

Temple Support
Eugene Ancheta

Marie Hashimura
Ralph Kitashima
Haven Kuboyama
Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Rev. Mieko Majima
Brook Madrone

Milton Nakamura
Kaleigh Ramil

Carol Saiki

Calvin & Rona Sakai
Gloria Shimizu

Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland

Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma

Tami Takekuma

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto
Brian & Wendy Yamamoto

Sy
pu e

e

CRITERIA

large.

/Golden Chain Grant

$1,000 Naalehu Hongwanji Mission

Helping our Sangha and Community Assistance Program
Any person or group part of the Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Ohana can apply.
The grant must not exceed $1,000.00.

The project should have a beneficial impact to others and the community at

The application form can be found on the Committee Page on the HHMH Website.

\Shortcut link: http://honpahi.link/socialconcerns

~

/



http://honpahi.link/socialconcerns

from the president’s corner...

Aloha Everyone! Hope you are all doing well and ready for the fall season with cooler days.
We are deeply grateful to our Sangha, family and friends for the continued support and gen-
erous contributions. Your kindness sustains the life of our temple—keeping our doors open
with our hearts connected, and our traditions thriving.

Thanks to your generosity, we can have an oversee minister who shares the Nembutsu
Teachings with compassion and clarity.

Rev, Shawn Yagi is at Kapaa Hongwanji on Wednesdays from 9:00-3:30 pm. Memorial and
other services may also be scheduled on Wednesdays when Rev. Yagi is at Kapaa. On the last
Sunday of the month he has an in person Sunday Service at 9:00 am.

You may call 808 822-4667 to schedule an appointment, to visit the temple, schedule ser-
vices, request visitations to care homes/hospital, or discussions on Buddhism

We welcome you to participate in services, seminars, and temple gatherings which offer not
only spiritual nourishment. It also deepens our connection to the Nembutsu Teachings,
strengthens our bonds with the Sangha, and reminds us that we are never alone. Each mo-
ment shared in reflection, learning, and gratitude, helps to sustain the heart of our commu-
nity.

The following are the upcoming events:

Autumn Ohigan Service - Sunday, September 28, 2025 at 9:00 am. With Rev. Shawn Yagi.

Kauai District Hybrid Nembutsu Seminar - Sunday, October 12, 2025 at 9:00 am.
The guest Speaker is Rev. Yuki Sugahara, and the seminar will be viewed at the temple in
place of the Sunday Service. The topic is “Daily Life & Jodo Shinshu.”

7" Virtual Dharma School Gathering -,0ctober 19, 2025, Intergenerational Service at 10:00
am. Rev. Tomo Hojo will be the guest speaker.

Statewide Minister’s Lay Assistant Retreat - Saturday, October 25 9:00 - 4:00 pm. at Honpa
Hawaii Betsuin. Registration is due on October 6, 2025. Rev. Hojo will be participating in
this training. Scholarships are available. Please see the flyer for more information.

Kauai United BWA Fall Conference - Sunday, October 26, 2025, Lihue Hongwanji, registra-
tion at 9:00 am. Ans service at 9:30 am. Everyone is welcome to attend.

11:15 a.m. - Guest speaker is Cindy Fowler , Alzheimer’s Association.

“Keeping Our Brains Healthy as We Age with Fun & Games.” Registration is $10.

RSVP: lihuehongwanjimission@gmail.com

Lonesome Grave - Monday, November 10, at 8:00 am., Veterans Cemetery
Volunteers needed to kokua, Flowers, greens, croutons are also needed.
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Munoz Umeno Takiguchi

Edward
Don Kiyoshi
Hayako
Seiichi
Misao

Hideko
Kikuji
Yoshi
Kikuno

Jerrett Shoichi

Memorial Service

October

Tada
Kubota
Shintani
Osaki

33rd
7th
1st
50th
33rd

Shimamoto 13th

November
Koigawachi 17th
Ota 27th
Kunikino 50th
Teraoka 27th
Kano 33rd

10/1/1993

10/10/2019
10/14/2024
10/21/1976
10/22/1993
10/27/2013

11/20/2009
11/20/1999

11/26/1976

11/23/1999
11/28/1993

/ In Memorium \

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends it’s
deepest Sympathy to families who have
recently lost their loved ones.

Joan Yamamoto
February 27, 1939 - September 3, 2025

Sandra Kato Klutke
January 26, 1943 - September 12, 2025

\\ Namo Amida Butsu /

-

o

Every October, Hongwanji hosts the Chrysanthemum Festival. Chrysanthemums are
carefully arranged in an exhibition and offered to Amida Buddha, reminding us of the
preciousness of life. In Buddhism, they point to impermanence, while in Japanese
tradition they symbolize longevity and renewal. These blossoms express gratitude for
life itself, linking their beauty with remembrance and Amida’s compassion.

~

Namo Amida Butsu

/

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

10/11/2025

Group 1

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima

Joan Slingerland

10/18/2025

Group 2

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Kay Takekuma

10/25/2025

Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair

Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,

Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Rona Sakai

11/1/2025

Group 4

Ms
Mr

. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada,

Ruby Ishida

11/8/2025

Group 5

Mr
Ms

. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair
. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone

Joan Slingerland

10/4/2025

Group 6

Mr
Mr

Mr

. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,

. Winston Kawamoto

Ruby Ishida




KAPAA HONGWANJI MISSION
4-1170 Kuhio Highway
Kapaa, Hawaii 96746

ONENESS

For any inquiries regarding funerals or me-
morial services, please don't hesitate to

reach out to us at 808.822.4667.

Namo Amida Butsu

The Newsletter of

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission
www.kapaahongwanji.org
Phone (808) 822-4667
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October 2025

Sunday Zoom Service with Rev. Hojo
10/5 @ 9:00 am

Zoom Nembutsu Seminar
10/12 @ 9:00 am.

State Dharma School Gathering
10/19 at 10:00 am. Zoom

Zoom services are viewed at the temple.

Kauai United BWA Fall Conference Service

10/26 @ 9:30 am
In person at Lihue Hongwnji

No In person Service with Rev. Yagi
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