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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI

*Waianae Hongwanji Mission held its final service on Sunday, November 9, 2025, with
ministers, lay leaders, temple members, and friends in attendance. Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani
delivered the following Dharma Message.

“How joyous | am, my heart and mind being rooted in the Buddha-ground of the universal
Vow, and my thoughts and feelings flowing within the dharma-ocean, which is beyond
comprehension! | am deeply aware of the Tathagata’s immense compassion, and | sincerely
revere the benevolent care behind the master’s teaching activity. My joy grows ever fuller,
my gratitude and indebtedness ever more compelling.” (Shinran Shonin)

Good morning, everyone. Today, with the presence of ministers, members, and friends of
the Waianae Hongwanji Mission, we gather to observe the final service of this temple as we
prepare for its permanent closing at the end of this year. As | stand before you, my heart is
filled with mixed emotions — gratitude, sadness, and deep reflection — as we mark the
conclusion of a long and meaningful chapter in the history of Waianae Hongwanji.

The story of this temple began even before its official founding. Records tell us that Bishop
Yemyo Imamura visited this area monthly to share the Buddha-Dharma with the early
Japanese immigrants who had settled here. In 1901, Rev. Josho Yempuku of Waipahu
Hongwanji continued Bishop Imamura’s efforts, reaching out to the residents of Waianae and
planning for the construction of a temple. His successor, Rev. Eun Miyamoto, led the
groundbreaking and completion of the temple, which was formally dedicated in July 1904 by
Rev. Shojitsu Asaeda. These are the beginnings of the long and rich history of Waianae
Hongwanji Mission.

When | think of those pioneer ministers and the devoted members who established the
foundation of this temple, | am moved by their commitment, vision, and perseverance.
Behind these historical facts are countless personal stories — stories of laughter, fellowship,
hardship, hope, and unshakable dedication to share the light of the Buddha-Dharma in this



community.

In those days, ministers’ duty extended far beyond temple walls. Many ministers traveled 20
or 30 miles from their homes, sometimes on horseback, sometimes by slow-moving train, and
often on foot. They faced the sun, rain, and wind, lost their way in the mountains and fields,
fell into ditches, and received unwelcoming messages and criticism. However, they kept
going. Guided by the Nembutsu and sustained by the support of devoted members, they
continued to move forward, sharing the Dharma. Together, they built this temple here in
Waianae.

For more than a century since then, Waianae Hongwanji has been a place of refuge,
learning, and fellowship. It has been a true spiritual home for generations of families — a
place where they came to share joy and sorrow, to express gratitude, and to find comfort in
the Nembutsu.

The light of the Dharma first illuminated by our pioneers continued to shine through the
dedication of successive ministers, leaders, and members. Each person — including your
parents, grandparents, relatives, and friends — played an integral part in shaping this
temple’s story. There are no words sufficient to express our gratitude for their compassion
and devotion. | am simply humbled and thankful to all who kept the light of the Nembutsu
shining brightly over the decades.

| often wonder how many people have entered this temple — how many have stood before
this Amida Buddha, offered incense, placed their hands together, and said Namo Amida
Butsu. Some people recited the Nembutsu with joy and gratitude; others recited in sadness,
burdened by loss or hardship in life. And this Amida Buddha gently and tirelessly stood by
each of them— always listening, embracing, and illuminating their lives with Wisdom and
Compassion.

For more than one hundred years, this Buddha has silently witnessed the lives of the
Waianae community

— its celebrations and its sorrows — gently embracing all beings with its warm presence.
Today, as we say farewell to this sacred space, | recite the Nembutsu in deep gratitude to
Amida Buddha for having stood here all these years, shining the light of Compassion upon all
who entered.

Thank you, Amida Buddha, for guiding and embracing us. Thank you, Waianae Hongwanji



temple, for protecting this sacred space and nurturing a community of Dharma and
friendship.

As Buddhists, we are always reminded of the impermanence of all things. Everything that
takes form will one day change; everything that comes together will one day part. Yet the
teaching of impermanence is not only about endings — it is also about beginnings. When the
leaves fall from the tree, they become part of the earth, nurturing new life.

Throughout Buddhist history, temples have risen, declined, and transformed — yet the
Dharma has never ceased to flow. We must ensure that the legacy of Waianae Hongwanji
continues to live on in new forms, and that its stories remain part of the great tapestry of
the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. Although the temple building will close its doors
soon, the light of the Buddha-Dharma does not end here.

There are two poems that | would like to share with you today.

MARLLIE BEMIRPEILE FFONL BHBAFD SBITTEED]

“If you miss me, just say Namo Amida Butsu. | shall live within those six characters.”

Bz BN E mERIE ENTTED ROMURE )
“Though it is | who recite and | who hear Namo Amida Butsu, it is truly the voice of my loving

parent, Amida Buddha, gently calling — ‘I will take you without fail.’”

These poems express the very heart of our tradition. It reminds us that the true temple and
the true refuge are not found outside ourselves, but within our voice of the Nembutsu. The
Nembutsu is the living presence of the Buddha — the call of Amida’s boundless Compassion
reaching out to each of us, assuring us, “l am with you always.”

Even though this physical temple will close, the essence of Waianae Hongwanji — the
Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha — will continue to live on in our voice of Namo
Amida Butsu. The spirit of

this sangha, the friendships, the memories, and the joy of the Nembutsu that we shared here
at Waianae will continue to live on in all of us. Any place where people recite the Nembutsu
is the Waianae Hongwanji Mission.



Today marks the closing of one chapter, but also the beginning of a new one in the unfolding
history of Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii. The question before us is: What kind of history shall we
write next? That is in our hands. May we carry forward the light and spirit of this temple to
our respective sanghas and communities, so that the flame of the Dharma first lit by our
pioneers will continue to shine brightly for generations to come.

On behalf of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, and as the present Bishop, | express my
deepest gratitude to all people, past and present, who have supported and sustained
Waianae Hongwanji through the years — its ministers, leaders, members, and friends. Honto
ni Arigato Gozaimashita. Thank you! Thank you from the bottom of my heart!

Though we may no longer gather in this physical place, please remember that we remain
connected through the Nembutsu. Please continue to live your lives as Jodo Shinshu
Buddhists. The legacy and the history of Waianae Hongwanji will continue in each of our
hearts.

Namo Amida Butsu.

SOCIAL CONCERNS

The Committee on Social Concerns recently made emergency donations from our
Social Welfare Fund to help address food insecurity in our community. The recent
federal government shutdown and the disruption of SNAP benefits have negatively
impacted many local families in need.

$2,000 Hawaii Foodbank

$2,000 Maui Food Bank

$2,000 Hawaii Foodbank Kauai

$2,000 Kauai Independent Food Bank

$2,000 The Food Basket, Hawaii Island’s Food Bank

Please consider your own contribution to these or other worthy organizations that
make a difference in our community. Non-profits are a vital part of our social safety
net, helping to keep our community strong during these challenging times. Mahalo for
your ongoing support of our mission to share the living Dharma through compassionate
action.



RETIRED MINISTERS AND SPOUSES APPRECIATION GATHERING

On Wednesday, November 12, 2025, the Office of the Bishop held its Annual
Appreciation Gathering to honor retired ministers and their spouses for their
invaluable contributions to sharing the Jodo Shinshu teachings throughout Hawaii.
Organized by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani and Hawaii Kyodan President Dr. Warren
Tamamoto, the event brought together retired ministers and their spouses for a
meaningful day of remembrance, gratitude, and fellowship.

This year’s participants were: Rev. Thomas and Mrs. Michiko Okano, Rev. Shigenori and
Mrs. Sumi Makino, Rev. Tatsuo and Mrs. Edna Muneto, Rev. Ryoso Toshima, Rev.
Kevin and Mrs. Dale Kuniyuki, Rev. Toyokazu and Mrs. Junko Hagio, Mrs. Hisako
Igarashi, and Rev. Alan Urasaki. Also representing the HHMH were: Bishop Toshiyuki
and Mrs. Yoshiko Umitani, Dr. Warren and Mrs. Claire Tamamoto, Rev. Kazunori
Takahashi (Sanmucho), Rev. Yuika Hasebe (Betsuin Rimban), and Derrick Inouye.

The day began with an Opening Service at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin Hondo.
Following the chanting of Sanbutsuge, Bishop Umitani offered a message of gratitude,
reflecting on the lifelong dedication and enduring legacy of the ministers and their
families. He also reported on the recent Closing Service of the Waianae Hongwanji
Mission and pledged that the HHMH will continue to honor and carry forward the
legacy and spirit of the temple.

The gathering then moved to the Bishop’s Residence for an appreciation luncheon.
This relaxed and welcoming setting allowed the retired ministers and their spouses
to reconnect, share stories, and enjoy moments of laughter and companionship.
Warmth and joy filled the atmosphere as participants reflected on their years of
service and celebrated their shared commitment to the Dharma.

Former Bishop Thomas Okano expressed gratitude to the HHMH on behalf of the
Retired Ministers and Spouses, noting how meaningful gatherings like this are in
helping them remain connected to the organization. Dr. Warren Tamamoto concluded
the day by expressing his deep appreciation for the retirees’ past contributions and
their continued support. He emphasized the vital role they continue to play in
enriching the mission of Hawaii Kyodan.

The Annual Appreciation Gathering remains a cherished tradition—one that highlights
the enduring impact of retired ministers and their spouses in spreading the teachings
of Shinran Shonin and strengthening the Hawaii Kyodan sangha.
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2-4 (Tue-Thur)
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19-21 (Fri-Sun)
21 (Sun)
30-Jul9

3 (Fri)

4 (Sat)
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TBD

6-7 (Sun-Man)
7 (Mon)

11 (Fri)

12 (Sat)

12 (Sat)

TBD

20-26 (Sun-Sat)
21 (Mon)

18 (Sun)

5-6 (Thur-Fri)
11 (Wed)

18 (Wed)
26-27 (Thur-Fri)
6 (Sun)

8 (Tue)

11 (Fri)

12 (Sat)

25 (Fri)

31 (Thur)

2026 HAWAII KYODAN MASTER CALENDAR

New Year’s Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
Shinran Shonin’s Memorial Day (Hoonko, Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
BCA National Council Meeting
Nirvana Day & BWA (Fujinkai) Dana Day
Presidents’ Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
Board of Directors Meeting & State Ministers Association Meeting
114" HHMH Legislative Assembly
HHMH Aloha Luncheon and 51 Living Treasures of Hawai’i™ Recognition
Hongwanji Day
Ryukoku University-BSC Spring Seminar (tentative)
PBATaiko Festival
Spring Higan
Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana’ole Day
15" BWA State Membership Conference
Ministers’ Spouses’ Association Seminar
YESS Camp 42 @ Kona Hongwanji
HBC Buddha Day Service @ Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin
Buddha Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
BSC Spring Festival
Earth Day
BWA (Fujinkai) Eshinni Day/Peace Day
Dharma School Teachers Retreat (BSC)
Mother’s Day
PBA Baccalaureate Ceremony
PBA Commencement Ceremony
Shinran Shonin’s Birthday (Gotan-E)
Memorial Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
Sanmu Meeting & Sanmu-Kanji Meeting (online)
Board of Directors Meeting (online)
67" State Ministers Association Seminar
King Kamehameha | Day
Juneteenth (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
69" State Jr. YBA Convention @ Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin
Father’s Day
Young Buddhists International Cultural Study Exchange (YBICSE) (tentative)
Independence Day Observed (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
Independence Day
Statehood Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
BSC Summer Session with guest Lecturer Rev. John Paraskevopoulos
Young Adults Retreat
Labor Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
Sanmu Meeting & Sanmu-Kanji Meeting (in-person)
Aloha Luncheon for the outgoing and incoming Hawaii Kyodan Presidents
Board of Directors Meeting (in-person)
63 Hawaii State Lay Association Convention
Autumn Higan
Peace Day Hawaii
Virtual State Dharma School Gathering
State Ministers Continuing Education Seminar (tentative)
Veterans’ Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
Retired Ministers and Spouses Appreciation Service & Luncheon
Thanksgiving & Family Day (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
HBC Bodhi Day Service @ Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin
Bodhi Day
Sanmu Meeting & Sanmu-Kanji Meeting (online)
Board of Directors Meeting (online)
Christmas (Headquarters/BSC Offices closed)
New Year’s Eve
Revised as of October 19, 2025



Funeral Service

In loving memory of...
Joan & Masao Yamamoto
- Wade Yamamoto
Sandra Kato Klutke - Max
Klutke

Memorial Services & In-
urnment

Joan & Masao Yamamoto
- Wade Yamamoto

In Loving Memory of ...
Lois Nagaoka Hamada -
Sharyl Lam Yuen

Sunday Services
Dr. Brooke Foreman
Marie Hashimura
Lon & Sheila Inaba
Ralph Kitashima
Brook Madrone
Sharon Mctavish
Heide Murakami
Iris Murakami
Angela Petel
Carol Saiki

Gloria Shimizu
Joan Slingerland
Lena Walker

Columbarium Donations
Jan Miwa
Lynn Burgett

Miscellaneous Donations
Sharon Contrades
Brook Madrone - Beautifi-
cation

Hauling Trash and
Lawn Care

Ministerial Support
Rev. Shawn Yagi
Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Mieko Majima

Membership
Gloria Shimizu

Milton Nakamura
Brian Yamamoto
Kathleen Yamamoto

Social Concerns Drive
Bernice Hiraoka
Jessie Muramaru

Carol Saiki

Mae Sakamoto

Glenn Yagihara
Kathleen Yamamoto

Mahalo for Your Contributuions & Support
October 20 - November 19, 2025

Rental & Lawn Care
Center for Spiritual Living

Volunteer Support
Eugene Ancheta

Marie Hashimura
Ralph Kitashima
Haven Kuboyama
Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto
Rev. Mieko Majima
Brook Madrone

Milton Nakamura
Kaleigh Ramil

Carol Saiki

Calvin & Rona Sakai
Gloria Shimizu

Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland

Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma

Tami Takekuma

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto
Brian & Wendy Yamamoto

~

12:00 pm.

port your temple.

from the president’s corner...

Session with Dr. Brooke Foreman who has trained extensively with her master in
Japan. She mentioned that the needle she uses is as thin as a strand of hair. She
will donate her time to do the acupuncture for our Sangha & friends from 10:00-

Board of Directors - We are still seeking volunteers to join the Board for a one year
term. Please let Roberta know if you are interested in dedicating your time to sup-

Kauai Hongwanji Council Meeting - December 3, 2025 @ 7:00 pm.
Kapaa Hongwanji will complete its 2 yr. term as President-Ralph Kitashima, Secretary

~

- Roberta and Treasurer-Milton Nakamura. We are grateful for your dedicated service
v the council. /




from the president’s corner...

Aloha Everyone! As the year draws to a close, we pause to reflect on the many blessings
that have sustained our temple and community. We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone
for your kind and generous support throughout the year. Your contributions have helped to
ensure that our temple continues to thrive, offering meaningful services and events for all
who seek the Dharma.

We are especially grateful for the unwavering commitment of our Sangha members, who
attend services with open hearts, in the spirit of awakening, self-reflection, and gratitude.
Your presence affirms our shared spiritual path.

To our dedicated volunteers — thank you for giving your time so generously. Whether you are
serving on the Board endlessly, making decisions, arranging flowers, cleaning the temple,
beautifying temple grounds, or disposing trash, your efforts have brought harmony and care
to our sacred space.

We also express our sincere appreciation to Rev. Shawn Yagi, Rev. Tomo Hojo, and Rev.
Mieko Majima for their compassionate guidance and devoted service throughout the year.
Their presence has been a source of wisdom and comfort to us all.

With deep gratitude, we look ahead to the New Year with the “Three Treasures” - The
Buddha, Dharma and the Sangha. In Gassho, Namo Amida Butsu...

The following are the upcoming events:

Eitaikyo & Memorial Service - November 30, 2025 @ 9:00 am. Rev. Shawn Yagi will have
an in-person service. Following the service, we will have refreshments and a Community
Acupuncture

Bodhi Day - December 7, 2025 @ 9:30 am. at Waimea Higashi Hongwanji, sponsored by the
Kauai Buddhist Council. Guest speaker is Rev. Blayne Nakasone Sakata.

General Clean Up - December 13, 2025 @ 7:30 - 10:30 am.
Please kokua and help to clean our temple and parsonage to prepare for the 2026 New Year.

New Year’s Eve Service - December 31, 2025 @ 5:00 pm.

Short service to ring the Kansho (bell) 108 times to ring away the blind passions which inflict
us and bind us to the world of delusion. It is a reminder to free ourselves from self-
centeredness in 2026.

No New Year’s Day Service at Kapaa - Lihue Hongwanji has invited our Sangha to their
service on January 1, 2026 @ 10:00 am.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!



Memorial Service

December January

Ebesu Henry 33rd 12/2/1993 Nakamura Sueki 13th 1/5/2014
Hashimoto Tadashi 13th 12/12/2013 Tasaka Asayo 33th 1/16/1994
Sugita Patsy Misaki 7th 12/15/2019 Azega Megumi 50th 1/19/1977
Yata Shigeo 17th 12/15/2009 Sunada Dennis 1st 1/20/2025
Yamamoto Takeshi 7th 12/16/2019 Teraoka Kiyoko 13th 1/22/2014
Fukuda Michihiro 33rd 12/21/1993  Nishida Sr. Lou Jyoji 3rd 1/30/2024
Asai Kimiyo 13th 12/28/2013

Tsukuda  Kazuyuki 17th  12/30/2009

-~

In Memorium

Mr. Kazumasa Okamoto, a former President of the Puna Hongwanji Mission

and a former board member of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, re-
ceived the Ingo, Posthumous Title, of GATSU-AI-IN H Z[%, meaning “The

one who possessed compassion as radiant as moonlight.” Bishop Umitani
presented the Ingo at the funeral service held on October 28, 2025, at Puna
Hongwanji Mission.

QN7

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends it’s deepest Sympathy to families who have

recently lost their loved ones.

~

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

1/3/2026

Group 1

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima

Ruby Ishida

1/10/2026

Group 2

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Joan Slingerland

12/6/2025

Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,

Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Ruby Ishida

12/13/2025

General Clean UP

Joan Slingerland

12/20/2025

Group 4 & 5

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai, Ms. Shimizu - Chair

Ms. Carol Saiki, Ms. Brook Madrone, Mr. Haven Kubo-

yama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada

Kay Takekuma

12/27/2025

Group 6

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukamoto - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto,
Mr. Winston Kawamoto

Rona Sakai




KAPAA HONGWANJI MISSION
4-1170 Kuhio Highway
Kapaa, Hawaii 96746

ONENESS

For any inquiries regarding funerals or me-
morial services, please don't hesitate to
reach out to us at 808.822.4667.

Namo Amida Butsu

The Newsletter of

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission L&,
www.kapaahongwanji.org

Phone (808) 822-4667

December 2025

12/7 @ 9:30 am. Bodhi Day Service
Waimea Higashi Hongwanji

Sunday Zoom Service - Rev. Tomo Hojo

12/14 @ 9:00 am. Monthly Memorial
Service

12/21 @ 9:00 a.m. Sunday Service (TBD)

12/31 @ 5:00 pm. In Person Service
-Rev. Shawn Yagi
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