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2026 New Year’s Greetings From His Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani
As we welcome the arrival of the New Year, | extend my sincere greetings.

In recent years, natural disasters—including typhoons, torrential rains, earthquakes, and
large-scale wildfires—have occurred with increasing frequency both in Japan and around the
world, causing devastating damage and casualties. | offer my heartfelt condolences for those
who lost their lives, and | express my deepest sympathy to all who have been affected. | fer-
vently hope that you may all regain normalcy in your daily lives as soon as possible.

Last year marked a significant milestone, the 80th anniversary of the end of World War Il. In
July, | had the honor of attending memorial services in Okinawa, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki—
places that suffered destruction beyond words—and had the precious opportunity to listen to
the accounts of those who lived through the war. | once again engraved in my heart the
words of Sokunyo Monshu who said at the 1995 “50th Anniversary of the End of World War I
Memorial Service for All the War Dead”: “We cannot help but feel deep remorse before the
Buddhas and Spiritual Leaders for the fact that we were unfaithful to the teachings of our
Founder and actively cooperated with the war in the name of Buddhism.” With renewed
recognition of our organization’s wartime responsibility, | reaffirmed my resolve as we con-
tinue forward on this path.

In the postwar years, our organization began its journey by refusing to avert its eyes from
the fact of its active cooperation and involvement in the war, and by striving to build a
peaceful society in which all people may live in spiritual fulfillment. We must continue to
confront these truths with sincerity and ensure that such errors are never repeated. Even
now, around the world, wars and conflicts persist, and countless precious lives remain at
risk. In such times, let us hold close to our hearts Shinran Shonin’s aspiration—“May there be
peace in the world, and may the Buddha’s teaching spread!”—and walk each day in harmony
with this wish.

January 1, 2026

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

This translation is prepared by the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.



New Year’s Greeting
Happy New Year!

As we welcome another year, let us once again be mindful that we are
all embraced by Amida Buddha’s boundless Compassion. With deep
gratitude, | look forward to walking the path of the Nembutsu
together with all of you in the coming year. | would also like to express
my heartfelt appreciation for your continued understanding and
support of the various activities of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii.

In October of last year, | had an opportunity to visit Ryukoku University in Kyoto. While
there, a framed calligraphy on the wall caught my eye. It read, “It:#E k%" (“Let us

together form the karmic bond to come”). This particular work was written by Rev. Shunkai
Matsuura, the former Chief Priest of Mibu Temple in Kyoto and a graduate of Ryukoku
University. With his calligraphy, he expressed the wish that “people from various
backgrounds come together, cherish the bond they share, and move forward toward a
common goal.”

| found these words truly inspiring. Upon returning to Hawaii, | learned that this phrase
originally comes from an ancient Chinese poem: “Mountains and rivers may divide us, but
the wind and moon share the same sky. Sending this robe to my fellow disciples (of the
Buddha), may we together form a karmic bond.” Over 1,300 years ago, Prince Nagaya of
Japan had these words embroidered on a thousand robes sent to the Tang dynasty, wishing
that, even though we are different, our shared goal is to spread the teachings of Buddha. It
is said that the great Chinese master Ganjin was deeply moved by this message, which
inspired him to cross the sea to Japan to transmit the Buddhist precepts.

In our Hongwanji Sangha, too, people of many backgrounds come together. Each of us
carries our own karmic conditions—unique and irreplaceable by others. There are moments
when we may wish that someone could take our place, or when we long to carry another’s
burden, but ultimately, we each must walk our own path. At times, this journey makes you
feel lonely or uncertain.

Yet, Amida Buddha never abandons us. Out of immeasurable Compassion, Amida Buddha
fulfilled the Vow to bring every being to the Pure Land. That compassionate calling—“Namo
Amida Butsu”—reaches each one of us, here and now. Through the Nembutsu, we come to
realize that the path we once thought we walked alone is in fact illuminated by Amida’s
Light and is shared with many fellow travelers. From that awareness arises a heart of



gratitude and joy.

Let us make this year another opportunity to listen deeply to Amida Buddha’s compassionate
calling. In keeping with our 2026 theme, “Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude,” may
we live each day with appreciation and share the joy of a life of gratitude with others.

May this year be filled with the warmth of Amida’s Compassionate Light, peace of mind, and
the joy of the Nembutsu for you and your loved ones.

In Gassho,

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani
Bishop
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Hawaii Kyodan President’s New Year’s Letter for 2026

Happy New Year! Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu! Hauoli Makahiki Hou!
Aloha kakou! | hope that you and your loved ones are in good spirits
as we enter the New Year - 2026!

Yes, another year has gone by quickly. | can look back at the past
year and I’m happy that the year has gone well for my family. At the
same time, | am aware that we are all a year older. | am sure that
each one of us can recall losing a dear friend, colleague or family
member this past year. Let us take a moment to be grateful for the
connection that we enjoyed and still do enjoy with that person or
persons.

It has occurred to me more than once in the past year that | won’t be here forever. This
realization often happens when | first get up in the morning. | think to myself, “Hey, I’'m
over 70!” Maybe it is because | must stretch out the stiffness in my fingers in the morning
(“welcome to the land of osteoarthritis” says my friend the rheumatologist). | stretch
muscles in my low back and legs before | can “bounce” out of bed. Realizing the truth of the
impermanence of life makes me try to make the most of every day.

Our theme and slogan for 2026 is, “Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude”. Shinran Shonin
taught that the Nembutsu, the name of Amida Buddha, verbalized as Namo Amida Butsu is
an expression of gratitude. The Nembutsu, Namo Amida Butsu, is our grateful response to
Amida Buddhaos Calling Voice. Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude reminds us that every
moment of our lives, Amida Buddha embraces us with immeasurable Wisdom and
Compassion. We respond to Amidacs compassionate calling voice with profound
gratitude.



This is my last New Yearos Greeting to you as President of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission
of Hawaii. Our Hawaii Kyodan Bylaws specifies term limits for the office of President and
the last of my three terms will end with the close of our Legislative Assembly in February
2026. | plan to remain active on the HK Board of Directors as Immediate Past President
and | look forward to seeing many of you in the future via Zoom or in person at various
activities.

Serving as your president has been a wonderful life experience for me. | have made
Dharma friends across our state, nationally and internationally. | have experienced many
“Nembutsu Moments” learning about and living Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. | would like to
express my deep appreciation to all of you for assisting in our mission to “share the living
teachings of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism so that all people can have lives of harmony, peace
and gratitude”. Your dedication, creativity and determination in sharing the Nembutsu
teachings makes a difference in our world.

| hope that you will enjoy peace and happiness in the New Year!

“As one little candle lights another, so the light of Buddhaos compassion will pass from
one mind to another mind endlessly”. (The Teaching of Buddha)

With Gassho,
Warren Tamamoto
President, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

AKEMASHITE OMEDETOU GOZAIMASU!

Happy New Year! As we welcome 2026, may the Infinite Light and
Life of Amida Buddha awaken in each of us a renewed sense of joy
and gratitude.

Mahalo for the friendship, understanding, and support you have
shared throughout the past year. | am deeply thankful for your
continued encouragement as we walk the Nembutsu path together.
At our New Year’s Eve service, the temple bell is struck 108 times,
symbolizing the 108 blind passions (bonno) that reflect our human
nature. The ringing of the bell does not remove these passions, but
reminds us of who we truly are. Shinran Shonin taught that only by
honestly recognizing our limitations and foolishness can we truly rely
on the Primal Vow of Amida Buddha. In Jodo Shinshu, this awareness
is not a weakness, but a source of liberation.

As we begin the new year, | wish you and your families peace, health, and a meaningful year
ahead. May Kapaa Hongwanji continue to be a place where we can hear and share the
Nembutsu teaching together.

Namo Amida Butsu

Rev. Shawn K. Yagi




2026 Theme and Slogan
“Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude”

Living with the Nembutsu gently guides our hearts toward gratitude, humility, and con-
nection. Nurturing the Nembutsu becomes not only a journey of personal transformation
but also a shared joy that goes beyond our individual lives. The Nembutsu is a living re-
minder of our interconnectedness and a celebration of the many blessings we receive. It is
a heartfelt acknowledgement that our life is only possible through countless causes and
conditions.

Gratitude is the foundation from which spiritual growth begins. When nurtured, gratitude
changes our perceptions, allowing us to see the extraordinary in everything around us. In
the practice of Nembutsu, gratitude isn't just reserved for big gestures or rare moments —
it is woven into every fleeting moment of our daily life.

To nurture Nembutsu is to cultivate a grateful awareness of life as it is. Sharing gratitude
with others enhances its transformative power, building bonds of empathy and mutual un-
derstanding, breaking down barriers, and reminding us of our shared humanity. As Gomon-
shu Kojun Ohtani writes, “Rather than to simply live day in and day out as if we are just
‘going through the motions,’ in the teaching’s illuminating light we can find clarity and
meaning in our lives. Not separating ourselves from society, it is important that we live
within the priceless interconnections that we have with one another and support each
other.”

Living the Nembutsu means training our heart and mind to return to gratitude repeatedly.
Over time, we become more open, more compassionate, and less quick to judge others.
Our burdens feel lighter, and our joy grows even greater, as our founder Shinran Shonin
reflects in his sacred writings. Nurturing the Nembutsu is not about perfection but about
perseverance. The willingness to start again and to remember gratitude, especially during
challenging times, is an act of courage and trust in Amida Buddha’s compassionate Vow.

Nurturing Nembutsu is a continuous, dynamic journey of self-discovery and spiritual trans-
formation, an invitation to cultivate gratitude deep within our hearts. The essence of
Nembutsu is gratitude: for life, connection, and the Buddha’s boundless compassion that
sustains and nurtures us. May we always remember to give thanks—for every breath, every
lesson, and every act of kindness—and may our gratitude shine as a beacon of hope in a
troubled world. Namo Amida Butsu.

Rev. Blayne Higa

Director

Buddhist Study Center
Office of Buddhist Education



LANAI HONGWANJI MISSION CELEBRATES 100 YEARS

The Lanai Hongwanji Mission observed its Centennial Commemorative Service on Sunday,
November 23, 2025. About 40 members and guests from Oahu, Maui, and Lanai gathered to
celebrate this meaningful milestone in the temple’s history.

The roots of the Lanai Hongwanji Mission go back to 1923, when Rev. Yoshio Hino arrived on
Lanai to establish a Japanese Language School. With the completion of a new temple and
minister’s residence in July 1925, the foundation of the Lanai Hongwanji Mission was firmly
established. Over the years, the temple has faced many challenges, including the loss of its
original property during World War Il. Through it all, the Lanai Hongwanji Sangha has
persevered, continuing to share the Light of the Buddha-Dharma on the island. Today, the
temple remains both a spiritual home and an important center of community life.

The Centennial Service was officiated by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, along with Rev. Shinkai
Murakami and Rev. Kerry Kiyohara. Rev. Kiyohara struck the Kansho bell, creating a solemn
atmosphere as the ministers entered in procession. The service included the Sanbujo,
Bishop’s Aspiration, and Sutra Chanting.

In his Dharma Message, Bishop Umitani expressed deep gratitude for the temple’s
predecessors, noting that the Nembutsu recited today is the same Nembutsu voiced by
generations before us, all equally embraced by Amida Buddha’s Compassion. Hawaii Kyodan
President Dr. Warren Tamamoto delivered a congratulatory message, and closing words of
appreciation were offered by Rev. Shinkai Murakami and Lanai Hongwanji President
Christopher Richardson.

More than a celebration of the past, the centennial marked a living tradition that continues
to inspire and support the Lanai community. Those in attendance reaffirmed their
commitment to nurturing a welcoming temple where people of all backgrounds can gather,
learn, and be embraced by Amida’s Compassion.

MINISTER’S LAY ASSISTANT WITH TOKUDO ORDINATION

Per request from their Resident Ministers, Bishop Umitani recently acknowledged and
designated the

following individuals as Minister’s Lay Assistants with Tokudo Ordination.

 Barbara Brennan (Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin)

« Raymond Takiue Jr. (Moiliili Hongwanji Mission)

» Rodney Moriyama (Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission)

» Dexter Mar (Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin)




In Memory of...

Patsy Sugita - Joan Sugita
Hide & Alice Yamada -
Virginia Yamada

Evelyn Nakamura - Ken &
Michelle Nakamura

Memorial Service
Saiki Family
- Carol Saiki
Tadashi Hashimoto
- Gloria & Pearl Shimizu

Eitaikyo Service
Gloria Shimizu
Pearl Shimizu
Roberta Yanagawa

Sunday Services
Brooke Foreman
Lon & Sheila Inaba
Ralph Kitashima
Brook Madrone
Sharon McTavish
Angela Petel
Carol Saiki

Gloria Shimizu
Joan Slingerland
Lena Walker
Roberta Yanagawa

Miscellaneous Donations

Dr. Gary & Susan Morita
Tommy Oi
Dr. Gerald Takesono

Ministers Support
Rev. Shawn Yagi
Rev. Tomo Hojo
Rev. Mieko Majima

Social Concerns
Arlene lida

Haven Kuboyama
Jessie Muramaru
Ethel Aiko Oda
Gloria Shimizu
Barbara Tsunehiro
Joan Sugita

Volunteer Support
Eugene Ancheta
Marie Hashimura
Ralph Kitashima
Haven Kuboyama

Mahalo for Your Contributuions & Support
November 20 - December 21

Stanford Iwamoto
Winston Kawamoto

Rev. Mieko Majima

Brook Madrone

Heide Murakami

Iris Murakami

Milton Nakamura

Kaleigh Ramil

Carol Saiki

Calvin & Rona Sakai
Gloria Shimizu

Pearl Shimizu

Joan Slingerland

Clyde & Kay Takekuma
Erin Takekuma

Tami Takekuma

Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto
Brian & Wendy Yamamoto

Hall Rental & Lawn Care
Center for Spiritual Living

sage.

Watch here: honpahi.link/youtube
Tip: Click “More...” in the video description to access chapter links for each song.

/ CHORALFEST 2025 MUSIC SERVICE — NOW ON YOUTUBE \

Relive the beautiful sounds of Choralfest 2025, held on September 21, now available
on the Hongwanji Hawaii YouTube channel. Enjoy the mass choir’s gathas, unison
singing of Ondokusan Il and Gratefulness Il, and Rimban Yuika Hasebe’s Dharma mes-




from the president’s corner...

As we welcome the New Year, we extend our heartfelt gratitude for your continued support,
dedication, and presence within our Sangha. Your commitment to the teachings of Jodo
Shinshd and to the wellbeing of our temple community has carried us through another mean-
ingful year of shared learning, reflection, and compassion.

We know that many families are feeling the strain of rising costs and the increasing chal-
lenge of balancing household budgets. As a temple rooted in empathy and mutual support,
we have taken these realities to heart. The Board has decided to lower our annual member-
ship fee from $400 to $300, beginning with the 2026 membership year. Our hope is that this
adjustment will ease some of the financial burden and allow you to continue your spiritual
journey with Kapaa Hongwanji Mission.

Your membership sustains our temple’s ministerial services, programs, and facilities, and—
most importantly—nurtures the sense of community that makes our Sangha a place of refuge
and gratitude. We sincerely hope you will renew your membership for 2026 and continue to
walk the Nembutsu path with us.

We would appreciate more members willing to take leadership roles and serve on commit-
tees such as Bon Dance, and most of all board members and officers to support and make de-
cisions which will enable Kapaa Hongwanji to continue to serve you and our community.

May the New Year bring you and your loved ones good health, peace, and moments of deep
joy. Thank you for being an essential part of our Kapaa Hongwanji Ohana.

With sincere gratitude,
Roberta Yanagawa
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/ CBE Poster Contest — 2026 Hongwanji Theme \

The Commission on Buddhist Education sponsored a poster contest illustrating the
2026 Hongwanji theme, “Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude.”
Chairs: Rev. Shawn Yagi and Debbie Kubota.

Winners:

1st - Linda Nagai (Kona Hongwanji)

2nd - Aiko Nakashima (Hongwanji Mission School)
3rd - Madelyn Masutomi (Hongwanji Mission School)
4th - Rick Tabor (Hawaii Betsuin)

5th - Isla Ige (Hongwanji Mission School)

o J




Nakamura
Tasaka
Azega
Sunada
Teraoka

Nishida Sr.

January
Sueki 13th
Asayo 33th
Megumi 50th
Dennis 1st
Kiyoko 13th
Lou Jyoji 3rd

I

Memorial Service

1/5/2014
1/16/1994
1/19/1977
1/20/2025
1/22/2014

1/30/2024

Clayton
Masashi

Isami

Kenzo
Teri

Hiroko
Mamoru

February
Kakimoto 3rd 2/6/24
Wakumoto  50th 2/9/77
Kawamoto 7th 2/9/20
Murata 1st 2/9/25
Wakumoto 7th 2/14/20
Kubota 25th 2/26/02

-~

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL CONCERNS - Emergency Donations

$2,000 Hawaii Foodbank Kauai

$2,000 Kauai Independent Food Bank

$2,000 The Food Basket (Hawaini Island)

compassionate action.

To address local food insecurity caused by the recent federal shutdown and SNAP
disruptions, the Committee on Social Concerns made emergency donations from the
Social Welfare Fund:

$2,000 Hawaii Foodbank
$2,000 Maui Food Bank

Please consider supporting these or other nonprofits that strengthen our community
Qtimes of need. Mahalo for helping us share the living Dharma through

~

/

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement

1/3/2026

Group 1

Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima

Ruby Ishida

1/10/2026

Group 2

Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa

Joan Slingerland

1/17/2026

Group 3

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma - Chair
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,
Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil

Kay Takekuma

1/24/2026

Group 4

Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada,

Rona Sakai

1/31/2026

Group 5

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai - Chair
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone

Roberta Yanagawa

2/7/2026

Group 6

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto - Chair
Mr. Winston Kawamoto,

Kay Ruby Ishida
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Zoom Service with Rev. Tomo Hojo

1/1 10:00 am New Year’s Day Service
1/11 9:00 am Hoonko & Memorial Service
1/18 9:00 am Hilo Betsuin Hoonko Service

In-person Service with Rev. Yagi

1/25 @ 9:00 am. HOONKO SERVICE

General Membership and Gathering

1/25 10:00 am General Membership Meeting
1/25 11:00 am New Year’s Get Together
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