
ONENESSONENESS  
 KAPAA HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

February 2026 

We extend our sincerest aloha to you! 

2026 Hongwanji Slogan 

"Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude" 

As we embrace 2026, we sincerely thank the members and friends of the Honpa 

Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii for your steadfast support, commitment, and involvement in 

our services and programs. We look forward to continuing our shared spiritual journey 

and celebrating the joy of life together at the Hongwanji temples throughout Hawaii. 

May your days be filled with gratitude in the awareness that Amida Buddha's 

boundless Wisdom and Compassion surround us always.                      Namo Amida Butsu 

HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII 
Headquarters, Office of the Bishop and Buddhist Study Center 

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani (Bishop), Yoshiko Umitani (Bookstore), Dr. Warren Tamamoto (President), 
Rev. Blayne Higa (Buddhist Study Center Director), Derrick Inouye (Business Manager), Dianne Sumida 
(Administrative Assistant, not pictured), Emi Hashi (Children and Youth Activities Specialist), David 
Atcheson (Communications Coordinator).  

1



 

 

FAREWELL TO MANZANAR: PANEL DISCUSSION VIDEO & DVD DONATION 

 

In the September Headquarters Update, we 

announced an October screening of Farewell to 

Manzanar at Hawaii Betsuin, organized and funded 

in part by the HHMH Committee on Social Concerns. 

The film is a feature-length dramatization of 

Jeanne Wakatsuki’s experiences as a Japanese 

American child imprisoned with her family at 

Manzanar during World War II. The film helps us 

better understand the past and provides a valuable lens through which to view related 

events today. Attendance was 150-200 people. 

A video recording of the panel discussion that followed the screening is now available on the 

HHMH YouTube channel. Panelists were Josh Houston, son of the author and filmmaker; Tina 

Sablan, an immigrant advocate; Carole Hayashino, President Emerita, JCCH; Ken Inouye, 

442nd Legacy Center; and Logan Narikawa, moderator. To access the panel video, visit 

https://honpahi.link/ftmpanel. 

Of the $2500 that the Committee on Social 

Concerns provided for the event, $500 was for 

purchasing DVD copies of Farewell to Manzanar 

for Hawaii state library branches and also UH 

libraries. Together with substantial funding from 

co-sponsor Wesley United Methodist Church, the 

event committee was able to purchase DVDs for 

every branch library in the state. 

 

Our interfaith event committee organized a Dec. 9 press event at the central branch of the 

Hawaii State Library to donate the DVDs. State Librarian Stacey Aldrich, UH Associate 

Librarian Vickery Lebbin, and UH Japanese Studies Librarian Mitsu Nakamura accepted the 

DVDs. 

The event also featured check presentations of $1000 each to three nonprofits connected to 

immigrant rights: The Legal Clinic, Hawai‘i Coalition for Immigration Rights, and the UH 

Refugee and Immigration Law Clinic. (A 

collection at the October film screening included an opportunity to donate to the groups.) 

 

Hawaii News Now covered the press event on the 9 o'clock news. 
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Dana Matching Grant 

To encourage the practice of Dana and to amplify the power of giving, the Committee on So-

cial Concerns has established the “Dana Matching Grant” program to enable temples and or-

ganizations affiliated with the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii the ability to double the 

impact of their charitable giving in the community. 

We encourage all temples and affiliated organizations to share our Buddhist values by active-

ly supporting non-profit organizations and programs serving your community. 

The Dana Matching Grant will match your temple or affiliated organization’s donation 

amount—dollar- for-dollar up to $1,500 per grant—to double the impact your practice of Da-

na in the greater community. Grant information can be found on the HHMH Share Drive and 

our committee page on the HHMH website. 

 

Golden Chain Grant 

The Golden Chain Grant is a micro-grant program designed to encourage compassionate ac-

tion by making the teachings real in everyday life through the practical application of the 

Dharma. 

CRITERIA 

• Any person or group part of the Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Ohana can apply. 

• A maximum amount of the grant must not exceed $1,000.00. 

• The project should have a beneficial impact to others and the community at large. 

• Employ an innovative approach to a defined problem or need. 

• Have clear, logical, and realistic plans. 

• Creatively applies the Dharma to a social concern. 

The application form can be found on the HHMH Share Drive and our committee page on the 

HHMH website. 

On Nirvana Day 

 

In stillness, we listen more deeply to the call of the Buddha. 

In silence, we become gently aware of the suffering and joys of others. 

In remembrance, we feel once again the Buddha’s vow living within our everyday lives. 

In gratitude, we realize that we are supported by countless unseen causes and conditions. 

And in reflection, we learn to walk this path together—the path of becoming Buddha. 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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PROPAGATION PROGRAM GRANT 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii “Propagation Program Grant Committee” would like to 

announce to all of you that “Propagation Program Grant” is available to all of you for “New 

and wonderful ideas for propagating Nembutsu teachings into our community.” Would you 

like to share your wonderful and creative Dharma projects with all of our community? If so, 

take action right away! We all are looking forward to seeing your innovative ideas! 

The committee reviews all grant applications which meet the following criteria: 

Priority will be given to innovative, creative ideas or activities focusing on Buddhist Educa-

tion and the propagation of the Dharma. 

Each project may be funded only once within 5 years. 

The maximum amount of the grant should not exceed $10,000.00 

The project should have statewide implications/potential. 

 

For more information regarding this program or to apply, please check with your resident 

minister or HQ. 

ARCHIVES WORKSHOP HELD 11/16/25 AT BSC 

Due to popular demand, the Archives Committee organized and hosted an archiving workshop 

on November 16 with Helen Wong Smith (an archivist at UH Mānoa) and her graduate student 

assistant, Terri-Lee Bixby. Committee member Ken Okimoto made the initial arrangements 

with Helen. The workshop was offered at the Buddhist Study Center and on Zoom. 

The workshop was well attended and feedback was excellent. Sample comment: “Thank you 

to the participants, guest presenters and organizers for this zoom session on Archiving. Very 

interesting session! Now to get busy and decide how and where to start. I would be very hap-

py to receive a broad categorized outline which would fit most small Buddhist temples in Ha-

waii!” 

Helen provided a wealth of resources, which we have shared on Google Drive. Find an index 

to them at https://honpahi.link/archives1116rsrcs (includes link to workshop Zoom record-

ing). 

 

Thank you to our presenters, Helen and Terri-Lee; to Ken for initiating the planning; to the 

BSC for making the venue available; and to Rev. Yuika Hasebe, Cindy Alm, and Irene Nohara 

of Hawaii Betsuin for their support for refreshments and AV. A follow-up workshop is a possi-

bility as we see what needs and questions rise to the top. 
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Mahalo for Your Contributuions & Support 
December 22 – January 21, 2026 
 

 
Memorial Services 
In Loving Memory of… 
   Sueki Nakamura- Sally 
Nakamura 
   Dennis Sunada- Sadie 
Sunada 
 
In Memory of… 
 Yoshihiro & Margaret Naka-
mura-  
          Deborah Hashimura 
 Kenzo Kawamoto- Ray-
mond Kawamoto 
 
New Year’s Eve & Day Ser-
vice 
Ralph Kitashima 
Ray Paler 
Angela Petel 
Carol Saiki 
Gloria Shimizu 
Pearl Shimizu 
Roberta Yanagawa 
Todd, Marjori, Sydney 
Yanagawa 
 
Building Fund 
Anonymous 
 
Hall Rental 
Center for Spiritual Living 

 
Sunday Zoom Services 
Brook Foreman 
Ralph Kitashima 
Brook Madrone 
Sharon McTavish 
Carol Saiki 
Gloria Shimizu 
Pearl Shimizu 
Joan Slingerland 
Lena Walker 
Roberta Yanagawa 
 
Miscellaneous Donations 
Sharon Contrades 
Jo-Ann Harunaga 
Amy Isobe 
Melvin Matsumura- Colum-
barium 
Center for Spiritual Living – 
Lawn care 
 
Membership/Friend of 
KHM 
Amy Isobe 
Sharon McTavish 
Jonathon Kato 
Blanche Stokle- 2025 
Lane Sunada- 2025 
 
Building Fund 
Anonymous 

 
Social Concerns 
Anonymous 
 
Minister’s Support 
Rev. Shawn Yagi 
Rev. Tomo Hojo 
Rev. Mieko Majima 
 
Volunteer Support 
Eugene Ancheta 
Marie Hashimura 
Ralph Kitashima 
Haven Kuboyama 
Stanford Iwamoto 
Winston Kawamoto 
Rev. Mieko Majima 
Brook Madrone 
Sharon McTavish 
Heide Murakami 
Iris Murakami 
Milton Nakamura 
Kaleigh Ramil 
Carol Saiki 
Calvin & Rona Sakai 
Gloria Shimizu 
Pearl Shimizu 
Joan Slingerland 
Clyde & Kay Takekuma 
Erin Takekuma 
Tami Takekuma 
Keith & Thelma Tsukamoto 
Brian & Wendy Yamamoto 
 
 

 
 

Nirvana  

February 15 is the day when Shakyamuni Buddha entered complete Nirvana. 

Complete Nirvana is the state fulfilled through the release of the physical body. 

It is not an “ending,” but a liberation from suffering and delusion, including the 

suffering bound to the body itself. 

This is a day to quietly reflect on impermanence, life, gratitude, and our deep 

connections with all living beings. We pause in remembrance of the Buddha’s 

compassion and wisdom, and gently stop to clear our hearts. 

We are reminded to live our daily lives with awareness, kindness, and humility.  

Namo Amida Butsu 
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from the president’s corner… 

 

Aloha Everyone! As we welcome the month of February, we offer our heartfelt gratitude for 

the Sangha’s continued dedication and support. Your presence, kindness, and commitment 

allow our temple to progress with purpose and compassion. 

The Sangha, together with the Buddha and the Dharma, is one of the Three Treasures which 

helps to guide us on the path to spiritual fulfillment. It is through the Sangha that we nurture 

the Nembutsu, support one another, and share in the joy of gratitude. Your participation in 

services and temple activities sustains the heart of our community. 

Let us continue to gather for Sunday services, listen to the Dharma, and reflect on our daily 

lives with humility and awareness.  Your presence in services and activities keeps our temple 

thriving.  May the teachings guide us toward deeper understanding and a renewed apprecia-

tion for the interconnectedness we share. 

February Events  

February 14 (Saturday) - Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 February 15 (Sunday) - Nirvana Day 

 Nirvana Day is a time when we reflect on the Buddha’s final teachings and his peaceful pass-

ing into Parinirvana—the state beyond birth, death, and all suffering. Rather than a day of 

mourning, it is a gentle reminder of impermanence and the compassion found in the Bud-

dha’s life and example.  

 

February 21-22 – Giseikai Legislative Assembly 

        Brook Madrone & Roberta will attend online. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Bon Dance Practice - Mondays, March 9 to July 13, 2026. 

 

March 18 (Wednesday) Temple Open Time 10:00 am. with Rev. Shawn Yagi 

              Sutra Chanting, Quiet reflecting, and Dharma Sharing 

              No Temple Open Time on Wednesday February 18, Rev. Yagi will not be here. 

 

Preparation for Kapaa Hongwanji’s Bon Dance on July 17-18 has begun.  Please Kokua. 

Ralph Kitashima will be the chair for the 2026 Bon Dance.  He needs volunteers to assist  by 

chairing a committees or helping on a committee, It takes all of us working together to make 

this an enjoyable and successful event for the community. 
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Memorial Service 

Temple Cleaning & Flower Arrangement  

 

 

March February 

2/10/2026 Group 1 
Mrs. Marie Hashimura - Chair 
Mr. Milton Nakamura, Mr. Ralph Kitashima Joan Slingerland 

2/17/2026 Group 2 
Mr. Clint Saiki - Chair 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Yanagawa 

Kay Takekuma 

2/21/2026 Group 3 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Takekuma – Chair 
Mr. Stanford Iwamoto,  
Mrs. Erin Takekuma, Ms. Madison Doo,  
Mrs. Tami Ramil, Ms. Kaleigh Ramil  

Rona Sakai 

3/7/2026 Group 4 
Ms. Gloria Shimizu - Chair 
Mr. Haven Kuboyama, Mrs. Sadie Sunada, 

Ruby Ishida 

3/14/2026 Group 5 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Sakai – Chair 
Ms. Carol Saiki, Brook Madrone  

Joan Slingerland 

2/7/2026 Group 6 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Yamamoto – Chair 
Mr. Winston Kawamoto,  Ruby Ishida 

Clayton 
Masashi Kakimoto 3rd 2/6/24 

Isami Wakumoto 50th 2/9/77 

Kenzo Kawamoto 7th 2/9/20 

Teri Murata 1st 2/9/25 

Hiroko Wakumoto 7th 2/14/20 

Mamoru Kubota 25th 2/26/02 

Aiko Taogoshi 50th 3/2/1977 

Satsuki Kodani 7th 3/5/2020 

Masano Takahashi 13th 3/7/2014 
Mildred 
Fumiyo Ogata 33th 3/18/1994 

Minoru Yoshii 25th 3/22/2002 

James Wada 33th 3/25/1994 

Jyun Sakamoto 50th 3/30/1977 

In Memorium 

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission extends it’s 

deepest Sympathy to families who have 

recently lost their loved ones. 

 

Ruth Kano 

February 21, 1926 – December 9, 2025 

 

 
 

Namo Amida Butsu 

February is often called the month 

when plants begin to awaken. 

Even in the cold, life quietly starts to 

move beneath the earth. Nothing looks 

different yet, but new life is already 

preparing to grow. 

February reminds us that change often 

begins in silence. It teaches us 

patience as we wait for what cannot 

yet be seen.  

                              Namo Amida Butsu 
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 ONENESS 

For any inquiries regarding funerals or me-

morial services, please don't hesitate to 

reach out to us at 808.822.4667.  

Namo Amida Butsu 

 
 
 
The Newsletter of 

Kapaa Hongwanji Mission 

www.kapaahongwanji.org 

Phone (808) 822-4667 

 

 

 

  

 

 

KAPAA HONGWANJI MISSION 

4-1170 Kuhio Highway 

Kapaa, Hawaii 96746 

 

January 2026 

 

Zoom Service with Rev. Tomo Hojo  

2/8 @ 9:00 am. Monthly Memorial Service 
2/15 @ 9:00 am. Nirvana Day Service 

 
In-person Service with Rev. Yagi 

2/18, Wednesday @ 10:00 am.  
Temple Open Time 

2/22, Sunday @ 9:00 am. 
Sunday Family Service 

Bring a Friend 
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